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State Law and City Charter Provision on SCL’s Authority  
To Engage in the Business of Developing, Transmitting, Utilizing, or Distributing Power 

 
RCW 35.92.010 
 

A city or town may construct, condemn and purchase, purchase, acquire, add to, alter, maintain 
and operate waterworks, including fire hydrants as an integral utility service incorporated within 
general rates, within or without its limits, for the purpose of furnishing the city and its inhabitants, 
and any other persons, with an ample supply of water for all purposes, public and private, 
including water power and other power derived therefrom, with full power to regulate and control 
the use, distribution, and price thereof: PROVIDED, That the rates charged must be uniform for 
the same class of customers or service. Such waterworks may include facilities for the generation 
of electricity as a byproduct and such electricity may be used by the city or town or sold to an 
entity authorized by law to distribute electricity. Such electricity is a byproduct when the 
electrical generation is subordinate to the primary purpose of water supply. 
 
… 
 
     For such purposes any city or town may take, condemn and purchase, purchase, acquire, and 
retain water from any public or navigable lake or watercourse, surface or ground, and, by means 
of aqueducts or pipe lines, conduct it to the city or town; and it may erect and build dams or other 
works across or at the outlet of any lake or watercourse in this state for the purpose of storing and 
retaining water therein up to and above high water mark; and for all the purposes of erecting such 
aqueducts, pipe lines, dams, or waterworks or other necessary structures in storing and retaining 
water, or for any of the purposes provided for by this chapter, the city or town may occupy and 
use the beds and shores up to the high water mark of any such watercourse or lake, and acquire 
the right by purchase, or by condemnation and purchase, or otherwise, to any water, water rights, 
easements or privileges named in this chapter, or necessary for any of said purposes, and the city 
or town may acquire by purchase or condemnation and purchase any properties or privileges 
necessary to be had to protect its water supply from pollution. Should private property be 
necessary for any such purposes or for storing water above high water mark, the city or town may 
condemn and purchase, or purchase and acquire such private property. For the purposes of 
waterworks which include facilities for the generation of electricity as a byproduct, nothing in 
this section may be construed to authorize a city or town that does not own or operate an electric 
utility system to condemn electric generating, transmission, or distribution rights or facilities of 
entities authorized by law to distribute electricity, or to acquire such rights or facilities without 
the consent of the owner. 

 
Seattle City Charter, Article IV, Section 14 
 

The City Council shall have power by ordinance and not otherwise – 
 
… To construct, purchase, condemn or otherwise acquire, maintain and operate works, plants and 
facilities within or without the City for the following purposes: water supply for domestic and all 
other uses; production of gas and electricity for light, heat, power and all other uses public and 
private; public transportation system; telephone service, local and long distance; ferries, docks 
and terminal facilities; and to control the use thereof, and fix the price of the services and 
products thereof. 
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