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FIGURE 16A.

ROAD AND EROSION SITE LOCATIONS.
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VIII SEDIMENT DEPOSITION IN THE PROJECT AREA

Exclusive of the areas just above the dams the greatest thickness
of sediment accumulating in the reservoirs is at the mouths of
tributary valleys - particularly those that drain glaciers. Areas
where thick deposits of sediment occur are at the mouths of
Lightning, Devil's, Ruby, Big Beaver and’Little Beaver Creeks.
Measurements of sediment thickness were made at several locations
by digging down to pre-reservoir ground levels. At the mouth of
Big Beaver Creek, sediments deposited in a deltaic environment are
over 26 ft. thick. oOn the Little Beaver alluvial fan sediment
thickness decreases from 13 ft. at the mouth of the valley to less
than 3 ft. at the edge of the alluvial fan. At the head of Ross
Lake post reservoir sediments deposited by the Skagit River
increase in thickness south of the Canadian boundary, but nowhere
approach thicknesses measured at the mouths of Big and Little
Beaver Creeks. On Diablo Lake, Thunder Creek drains a large,
glaciated basin. As a result Thunder Arm is rapidly filling with
sediment.‘ The area near the boat launch at Colonial. Creek
Campground was dredged in 1987, reflecting the rapid filling of
this portion of the lake.























































