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| nt r oducti on

Pur pose of Seattle Design Guidelines for Link Light
Rai |

The purpose of the Seattle Design Quidelines for Link Light Rail is to guide
t he devel opnent of the public spaces enconpassed by the Link Light Rai
project. The Cuidelines set the standards by which Link and related public
i mprovenents can be eval uated during the design, pernt review, and
construction process. This involves two el ements:

1. Ensuring that devel opnment of Link Light Rail is in keeping with sound urban
design principles and the City's expectations for each station; and

2. Directing the devel opnment of inprovenments to the public spaces around |ight
rail stations and facilities, which are so integral to Link’s operation and
success.

Wth respect to item #2 above, the City acknow edges that some of the public
spaces around light rail stations will be inproved as part of the Link
project, while others may be inproved over tinme by the City, other public
agenci es, and/or private parties in association with redevel opnment.
Accordingly, the Design Guidelines for Link Light Rail focus on the vision for
stations and related public spaces, w thout identifying who has financi al
responsibility for each elenment. Agreenents between the City and Sound
Transit, notably the Menorandum of Conmitnent, are the best sources of

i nformati on about the scope of the Link project.

Anot her inportant aspect of light rail is the use and devel opnent of private
property near stations. A successful relationship between adjacent |and use
and light rail is synergistic—w th each supporting the other. Since October

of 1993 the City has had design guidelines that apply to the devel opnent of
multifam |y and conmercial buildings of a certain size. Until such tine as
the City deternines that additional guidelines are necessary, the “ Design
Review. Guidelines for Multifam|ly & Comrercial Buildings” wll apply in
review ng any transit-oriented devel opment—or other private devel opnent —near
Link Light Rail stations.

Who Can Use the Quidelines?

The Guidelines are intended to be used primarily by Cty staff in reviewng
Sound Transit project drawi ngs and plans during the pernmitting process.
However, they will also be used by Sound Transit in the post-30% desi gn phase
as a succinct reiteration of Light Rail Review Panel reconmendations and

gui dance fromCity staff and the community to date. Menbers of the public
will find the Guidelines helpful as a description of the criteria the City
will use to evaluate Link design work, and as a tool to conduct their own
design review Lastly, since the Guidelines address sone of the sane issues
enconpassed by the City's Station Area Pl anni ng Concept Packages for each
station, the Site Planning, Streetscape Conpatibility, and Linkages guidelines
may al so be useful to City staff inplenenting Station Area Pl anni ng
recommendat i ons and nei ghbor hood pl ans.

How t he Gui del i nes Were Devel oped
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The substance of the CGuidelines was drawn fromthe foll ow ng:

* In-house expertise fromthe CtyDesign Ofice of the Seattle Departnent of
Desi gn, Construction, and Land Use;

= The Seattle Light Rail Review Panel “ Scope Briefing Progress Report/July
1999,” *“ Concept Design Progress Report/Decenber 1999,” and specific
recommendat i ons made at regul ar Panel meetings review ng Link station
design work held during 1999 and 2000;

= Sound Transit “ Urban Design Cuidelines,” draft dated May 5, 2000;

= City of Seattle Station Area Planning “ Concept Packages,” produced during
the spring of 2000;

* Public comments from di scussions held with Station Area Advisory Comittees
during the fall of 2000; and

= Adopted nei ghborhood pl ans whose boundari es enconpass one or nore Link
stations.

A team conprised of City and Sound Transit staff prepared the Cuidelines,
wor ki ng under the direction of CityDesign and the Light Rail Revi ew Panel.

Aut hority

Once conmunity review is conplete, the Link Design Guidelines will be adopted
by the Seattle Light Rail Review Panel and formalized as a Joint DCLU and
Seatran Director’s Rule, with the result that Link pernits will be conditioned
upon all design work neeting the CGuidelines. Although additional site-
specific negotiations will still likely occur throughout permtting and
construction, the Guidelines will nonethel ess provide a baseline for design

quality from which those negotiations can proceed.



Organi zation of the Design Quidelines

The Guidelines include the followi ng el enents for each station:

1

Key Urban Design |Issues—a sunmary of the key issues for each station
providing the reader with a good understandi ng of the circumstances
surroundi ng each station, and therefore a better grasp of its particular
constraints and opportunities.

Vi si on—a conci se statenent of the overall vision for each station that
sets the tone for the Quidelines that follow Al though there are
simlarities in the vision for all stations (such as naking the pedestrian
a priority.), these vision statenents attenpt to distill the “ essence” of
each station into a clear statenent of intent that can be referred to as
needed when questions arise during inplenentation of Design Guidelines.
Each vision statenent has been crafted fromvarious existing materials
reflecting earlier community input and di scussi on

Desi gn CGui del i nes—The Cuidel i nes address several categories of issues,
fromlarge scale to small scale. Although there is often overlap between
the categories, issues are generally addressed as |isted bel ow

Site Pl anning guidelines focus on the how the project is arranged in 2
di mensi ons—t he functional and aesthetic relationship of the project to
its context, as well as the relationshi ps between site features within
the project. The project site may be a station and surroundi ng area, or
the trackway between stations. Issues raised within this section

i ncl ude:

= Existing and probabl e patterns of devel oprment
= (Open space

= Transportation and circul ati on patterns

= Views

Streetscape Conpatibility guidelines focus on the scale and character of
project features, including:

= Height, bulk, and scale

= Street frontages

= Architectural elenments such as roofs, w ndows, etc.

= Streetscape and other public real minprovenents beyond the station
but supporting Link

= Landscapi ng

» Public art

Li nkages gui delines focus on the connections and transitions fromone
site elenent to another, including:

= Pedestrian and bicycle circul ation

= Bus connections and transfer points

= Wayfinding including station visibility, site information, and
i dentifying signage

= ADA conpliance, accessibility for al



User Confort guidelines address the physical and psychol ogi cal confort
provi ded by the Link systemto passengers, pedestrians, cyclists, and
other users of the system El ements of user confort include:

= Safety and security
= Lighting
= Station anenities (e.g. benches, ki osks)

Materials and Fini shes guidelines address the “ micro scale” of design,
and focus on the durability, confort, and tinel essness of the materials
and finishes for each light rail elenent. |Issues covered by these

gui del i nes i ncl ude:

=  Vandal i sm
= Sustainability
= Mi nt enance



At - Grade Stations and Al i gnnent
(Martin Luther King, Jr. Way corridor, Ednmunds, Ohell o,
Hender son)

Qopportunities and Chall enges at At-G ade
St ati ons

At-grade light rail offers a trenendous opportunity to integrate |light rai
into the community and nake the systemvisible for its users. Unlike
aerial and tunnel stations and alignnments which require the user to ascend
or descend to reach the platform wth at-grade stations the platformis
made a part of the streetscape itself, and its presence—along with the
regul ar passing of trains—becones a regular reninder of and adverti senent
for the system The challenge is that while at-grade stations are highly
visible, they nust also conpete for attention with the rest of the street
and ot her nearby attractions.

= Creating a safe pedestrian environnent is inmportant at all stations, but
even nore so at at-grade stations where light rail, vehicles, cyclists, and
pedestrians all share space on the street. FEqually inportant is
passenger/ pedestrian confort—ensuring that the platforns are safe and
pl easant places for people to wait for trains, with protection from
traffic, wind, and rain, and that there are well-1ighted and conveni ent
pedestrian connections fromthe surroundi ng nei ghbor hood.

= The conplexity of coordinating train and vehicle (car, bus, truck,
emer gency vehicle) novenents, often in alinmted right-of-way, is a
chal l engi ng, but critical, aspect of designing the system The public’'s
perception of whether light rail is successful or not depends, to sone
degree, on how well this coordination is carried out—especially since with
at-grade, the degree of coordination is nore apparent than with aerial or
tunnel alignments. Coordinating pedestrian novenents with train and
vehi cl e novenents, especially given greater roadway wi dths, adds to the
chal | enge.



Desi gn Guidelines for the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Way Corri dor

Since the corridor includes one aerial and three at-grade stations within the
City of Seattle, these guidelines provide the framework for design of all four
stations as well as the trackway between them The additional guidelines for
each station that foll ow have been witten to conpl enent these overal

corridor guidelines, and to provide nore detail for each station as the focus
of Link service.

Vision for the Corridor

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Way corridor—fromthe portal of the Beacon Hil
tunnel to the Boeing Access Road just outside the city limts—wll contain
the | ongest segnent of light rail at-grade within Seattle. As such, it wll
serve as a stage for the Link Light Rail systemas well as a “ window into

t he Sout heast Seattl e nei ghborhoods through which Link passes. 1In this
segnent, not only will several light rail stations be devel oped, but the
entire five mle length of Martin Luther King, Jr. Way will be rebuilt,
reshaping the |l ook and function of the street and surrounding comunity in the
process.

At its nmost basic, Martin Luther King, Jr. Way should be a street that

seam essly functions as a light rail corridor; a mpjor arterial for truck,
aut o, bus, and energency vehicle traffic; a stimulus to commerci al devel oprment
and retail activity; an attractive foreground to adjacent residential

devel opnent; and a safe place for cyclists and pedestri ans.

At its grandest, the street should reflect the very best of its context,
drawi ng inspiration fromthe history of the area as well as the cultura
diversity that exists anmpbng Sout heast Seattle residents today. It should be
designed so that people are drawn into and across nei ghborhoods along its

| ength, creating new centers of activity and supporting existing ones. And it
shoul d be wel | -proportioned and beautifully appointed with | andscaping, public
art, street furniture, lighting, and signage—in short, a street that honors
its nanmesake by inspiring pride in residents and others who use it.

Key Urban Design |ssues

= Safe pedestrian circulati on—both safety fromcrine and traffic safety—
along the length of Martin Luther King, Jr. Way and particularly at station
areas and ot her mmjor pedestrian routes, is critical to the success of the
street and Link Light Rail.

= The challenge will be creating an attractive and functional street that
har moni ously blends a variety of utilitarian light rail and streetscape
el ements, accommodates diverse transportati on needs, and results in a
strong presence and conmunity identity that is responsive to the variety of
contexts the street passes through.

Desi gn Cui del i nes

A. Site Planning



Ri ght-of -Way and Alignnment: The right-of-way has been generally determ ned
at 93 between stations and wi der at stations and major intersections, to
be conprised of two |lanes of traffic in each direction, a left turn [ane at
sel ected intersections, a light rail trackway, station platfornms, and
sidewal ks with planting strips. Nonethel ess, wherever new devel opnent

al ong Martin Luther King, Jr. Wy is proposed, the right-of-way should be
expanded and/or alignment adjusted to yield additional space for pedestrian
anenities and | andscapi ng.

Traffic circulation: Link Light Rail will create new pedestrian generators
along its alignnment in Southeast Seattle. For that reason, in |locations
where vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian novenents intersect, safety measures
shoul d be carefully considered and inplenented. Conflicts between vehicles
of all kinds—buses, trucks, cars, light rail, and energency vehicl es—and
pedestrians should be mininized, with clear demarcation of pedestrian zones
and priority given to pedestrians at the intersections nearest each
station. Successfully managi ng the space to acconmpdate all users nay

i nvol ve revisions to existing driveways and turni ng novenents, street
corner radii, nunber and |ocation of on-street parking spaces, traffic
signal timng, and/or size, |ocation, and design of drop-off areas,
pedestrians paths, crosswal ks, and protective fencing.

Location of Systens Structures: Locate Transit Power Substations and

Si gnal / Comruni cati ons bui |l di ngs appropriately to preserve prine parcels for
transit-oriented devel opnent and/or conmunity gathering areas. This nay
mean siting systemstructures on sites slightly removed fromthe alignnent
in order to keep street frontage open and avail able. Rather than just
bei ng purely functional buildings, the exterior of these buildings shall be
designed to be assets to the community, as described in nore detail under
design guideline B.6 of this section

Bi cycl e Parking: Provide bicycle parking and storage facilities in close
proxinmty to the platformentrances to neet present denmand, with a plan for
acconmodati ng antici pated future demand either on- or off-site. Facilities
shoul d be secure, visible, and convenient while not in conflict with the
primary flow of pedestrians.

Open Space: |In addition to plazas or open space at each station, nunerous
other snmall, irregularly-shaped parcels of |and exist along the Link Light
Rai|l right-of-way where Martin Luther King, Jr. Way diagonally intersects
the grid systemof |ocal streets. Although many of these parcels are too
smal | to be devel oped for residential or comercial uses, they are
excel | ent opportunities for open space and should be incorporated into the
design of the corridor wherever possible. Design considerations include:

a. Determining which parcels offer the nbst potential to contribute to an
“ open space systenf —augnenting other open space that currently exists
in the comunity, open space proposed as part of Link station and plaza
desi gns, and key pedestrian and bicycle paths/routes—w th the goal of
maxi m zi ng resources for the conmunity;

b. UWilizing these parcels to expand the amount of |and avail able for
significant |andscaping (in anmount and size), thereby helping to
overcome the space linmitations of the existing right-of-way and greatly
enhanci ng the appearance of the corridor



c. Seizing opportunities to site public art and/or devel op these open
spaces as artworks in thenmselves, in conjunction with artwork at
stations and as part of Link systemelenments; and

d. Taki ng advantage of parcels with good sun exposure for comunity
gat hering areas.

Phasi ng of Capital |nprovements: Wth the devel opment of Link, Mrtin
Luther King, Jr. Way will be rebuilt in its entirety to accomodate |i ght
rail stations and trackway, along with regular vehicular traffic. These

i nprovenents are expected to be conpleted by 2009, but will need to be
augrmented with other inprovenents over tine to realize the full vision for
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Way corridor. The construction of other

i mprovenents such as utilities upgrades, additional streetscape anenities
beyond the ST project scope, and private transit-oriented-devel opnent,
shoul d be done increnentally and strategically in order to effectively
manage and | everage public dollars, allowtine to devel op public/private
partnershi ps, and naintain the econom c health of businesses along the
corridor during the transition fromthe old Martin Luther King, Jr. Way to
the new

Street scape

Urban Design Character: Martin Luther King, Jr. Way is a series of |inked
“ segnents” each with its own character. The segnments include the

i ndustrial area around the Henderson station, retail/comercial areas
around the thello and McCl ellan stations, and a residential area around

t he Ednunds station where Rainier Vista is located. In general, station
architecture and | andscaping at the platforns and plazas will be
distinctive for each station, whereas system el enents such as the Overhead
Catenary System of poles, trackway and pavi ng design and naterial s,
lighting fixtures, and signage will provide continuity between stations and
with the Link systemas a whole. The redevel oped street shoul d:

a. Maintain the distinctiveness of each segnent and not attenpt to create
one design inage or solution for the entire five-nmle |ength,
nonet hel ess recogni zing that certain elenments will be comobn throughout
the Link systemas |isted above;

b. Draw fromthe context of the adjacent nei ghborhood or segnent of the
corridor in devel oping the character of the urban design (as expressed
t hrough | andscaping, public art, street furniture, and other el enents);
and

c. Provide design continuity and graceful transitions fromone area to
anot her .

Street Inprovenents: Provide quality pedestrian anenities and other
features that are conmplenentary to and supportive of the existing uses in

t he nei ghborhood as well as the Link Light Rail station and future planned
devel opnent. The design, construction, and operation of these inprovenents
shoul d be coordinated with the overall Martin Luther King, Jr. Wy corridor
design and operation, and should include crosswal ks, distinctive paving,
lighting, and signal tinmng that ensure safe access across streets to the
platform Particular attention should be paid to access with m nimal del ay
and adequate crossing time for the very young, the elderly, and disabl ed
pedestri ans.
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Li ghting and OCS Poles: Vertical poles associated with the Overhead
Catenary Systemand utility lines including overhead street |ighting should
be carefully designed to mnimze the nunber of pol es where possible;
create a pleasing rhythmof vertical elenments; coordinate the use of color
style, finishes, and materials; and make for a coherent and unified

street scape

General Landscapi ng Requirenents: Landscape elenments are required as part
of the Link Light Rail project, with priority on trees as the npst
i mportant conponent. Specifically, |andscape el enents shoul d:

a. Maxinize the planting potential of the avail abl e space, in accordance
with Gty policy regarding tree selection and spacing; in other words,
requiring trees wherever they can be planted w t hout conprom sing
facility function and safety, and requiring large scale trees rather
than snall scale where it is feasible for themto successfully devel op

b. Where trees cannot be accommpdated but planting is desired to inprove
the safety and/or aesthetics of the facility, provide | ow naintenance
shrubs and/ or groundcover w th enphasis on evergreen species or
deci duous species with seasonal variation in leaf color and attractive
branching habit to provide year round presence;

c. Integrate with | andscapi ng on adjacent private property, either existing
or as required under devel opnent standards for future devel oprment;

d. Provide supplenental water (by autonmatic or nmanual irrigation or by
specific contract provisions for hand-watering) to ensure adequate care
of newy installed material for a mininumof three (3) years after
installation; and

e. Mninize the removal of existing significant trees and retain
significant vegetation wherever possible, particularly where inpacts are
tenmporary such as renoval of vegetation for construction staging. Wen
di stinctive or character-giving vegetati on nust be renoved, it should be
repl aced with new plantings of a simlar type and/or size as that
renoved

Station Landscaping: The wal kway to each platformand the platformitself
shoul d i nclude | andscaping to mark the entrance to the platform and provide
relief fromthe hardscape that dom nates the area. O her considerations

i ncl ude:

a. Designing platformand street |andscaping jointly, in order to create a
| andscape design that is conpatible and greater than the sumof its
parts;

b. Choosing | andscape materials that are easily nmaintained, drought-
tolerant, and can withstand | ocal conditions, including an open corridor
of primarily inpernmeable surfaces; and

c. Planting street trees and other vegetation on the platform and
approaches, with exceptions only in cases where safety considerations
outwei gh the potential benefits associated with trees.

Public Art: Art is an inportant aspect of how the Link systemw | be
perceived by the user and the comunity. Link’s public art should be sited
in prominent |ocations that are highly visible or accessible to

pedestrians. Wile nost of the public art will be located at stations,
there is also value in exploring ways to bring art into areas with high
pedestrian use between stations. |In order to make the w sest use of

fundi ng, artwork should be focused on those |ocations where it can have the
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nost i npact—where it is visible, welcone, and able to | everage ot her
i nprovenents or foster partnerships to create a larger inmpact. O her
consi derati ons incl ude:

a. Seizing opportunities to incorporate art into functional elements of the
station, such as benches, railings, kiosks, etc.

b. Using art to enhance Link systemw de el enents and identity, while stil
responding to the [ ocal context;

c. Artwork that has its own integrity individually and within the Link
public art collection and that establishes “ conversations” and
rel ati onshi ps between stations, particularly in conjunction with the
other at-grade stations along the Martin Luther King, Jr. WAy corridor
and

d. Devel oping specific artworks in collaboration with other entities such
as the Southeast Seattle Arts Council and the Rainier Valley Historica
Soci ety.

Systens Structures: Transit Power Substations, Signal/Conmunications
bui | di ngs, and other systens structures should be appropriately scal ed and
detailed to be conpatible with the context of each |ocation, enphasizing:

a. Pedestrian-oriented and human-scal ed treatnment of wall surfaces in terns
of materials used, applied artwork, |andscaping, screening, and other
treatnents; and

b. Using systens buildings creatively to provide other anenities, such as a
backdrop for bench seating, a place for artwork, or part of bicycle
st or age.

Desi gn Cuidelines for Future Devel opnent: Al though outside the scope of
this docunent, guidelines for future devel opment outside of the public
right-of-way should be prepared through the nei ghborhood desi gn gui delines
process and/or creation of transit-oriented devel opment gui delines. Such
gui del i nes shoul d enforce street edge conditions that are supportive of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Way corridor design vision, and should ensure
conpatibility between private and public investnents.

Li nkages

Pedestrian Access and Circulation: The rebuilt Martin Luther King, Jr. Wy
shoul d provide safe circul ati on between stations, while enphasi zing
pedestrian novenent, crossings, and gathering at stations. Features to

i ncl ude are:

a. Clear connections across the street to adjoining conmmunities, including
safe and attractive crossings and md-street waiting areas for
pedestrians, along with features that discourage crossing at
i nappropriate | ocations;

b. Consistent, predictable treatnment of pedestrian crossings in order to

build user fanmiliarity with the system and reinforce safe street

crossing practices—particularly inmportant for visually inpaired users;

Si dewal ks that are appropriately sized for anticipated use;

Pedestrian lighting al ong key pedestrian routes;

Saf e and conveni ent access to both ends of each station platform

Cl ear pedestrian connections to each station from adjacent sidewal ks;

Feat ures such as paving patterns, color, signage, and/or |andscapi ng

that extend across the street to mark pedestrian routes, thereby
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i ncreasing systemsafety and legibility for users, and alerting
nmotorists to watch for pedestrians in this area; and

h. Gathering areas within clear sight of connecting pedestrian paths and
designed to accompdate anti ci pated use.

Transit Connections: Provide clear and safe connections for passengers
transferring between Link Light Rail and buses, including information
posted on bus routes and schedul es al ongsi de Link Light Rail schedul es and
informati on to support nulti-nodal transportation. To the extent possible,
the (re)location and design of bus stops along Martin Luther King, Jr. Way
shoul d be coordinated with Link and general street inprovenents to provide
attractive and conveni ent connections for passengers outside the %nile
wal ki ng di stance to Link stations.

Bi cycl e Connections: The construction of station plazas and the rebuilding
of Martin Luther King, Jr. Way creates the opportunity to connect the I|ight
rail stations with existing and planned bicycle routes along and across the
corridor. Features to include are:

a. Bicycle parking and storage facilities at all stations as described
under “ Site Planning” guidelines;

b. Physical inprovenents and features incorporated within the project to
facilitate safe bicycle novenents wherever bicycle routes cross the
light rail alignnment;

c. Inprovenents that are an integral part of the Link Iight rail project
wherever bicycle routes run parallel to the light rail alignnent; and

d. Bicycle route or trail information posted clearly at each station and
pl aza area, al ongside Sound Transit rules and procedures for bringing
bi cycles onto trains.

Si gnage and Wayfinding: Wth the rebuilding of Martin Luther King, Jr.

Way, there is an opportunity to coordinate all street and Link-rel ated

si gnage, and introduce interpretive signage or other wayfinding elements as
desired. Signage should direct passengers to key destinations within the
vicinity of each station. Above all, signage and wayfi ndi ng shoul d be

cl ear, coordinated, and appropriately scaled to the intended reader
(pedestrian, vehicle driver, bus rider, or cyclist).

User Confort
Station Amenities: Each station should include the follow ng anenities:

Phone (on or near platform and/or security alerts

Waste receptacles (including cigarette receptacles at station entrances)
C ocks

I nformation display cases or kiosks including newspaper racks

Seati ng—benches, standing bars, or rails

Weat her protecti on—canopi es and w ndbr eaks

Trees and | andscapi ng

Q@reanow

Li ghting: Assist wayfinding and pronpte safety by incorporating a
conbi nation of lighting conditions including anbient, direct, and path
lighting in the design of each station and rel ated areas (pl aza,
crosswal ks), the street itself, and the trackway.
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Security: Stations should be designed with Crine Prevention Through
Envi ronment al Design (CPTED) principles in mind in order to pronbote a
crime-free environment for Link users.

Mat eri al s and Fi ni shes

Finish Materials: Each station environnent should include a variety of
finish materials and textures that work together in a coherent and

har noni ous nmanner, have sone relationship to their surroundi ngs, and
exhi bit human-scale at the street |evel

Durability and Maintenance: All finish materials and other station
trackway, and system el enents shall age and weather well, be durable,
vandal resistant, and easily naintainable.

Integration of Systems and Life/Safety El enents: There are nunerous
systems structures, life/safety elenents, signals, and equi pment which are
necessary to the operation of Link, but which should nonethel ess be

seam essly integrated into the design of the street and trackway. Although
many of these may be “ stock” itenms and not custom designed for Link, they
shoul d be compatible with the overall design for the Martin Luther King,

Jr. Wy corridor or otherw se sited unobtrusively so as not to distract
fromthe design.
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Design Guidelines for McClellan Station
Vision for MO ellan Station

The McClellan station is an aerial alignnent situated along the west side of
Rai ni er Avenue just north of its intersection with Martin Luther King, Jr.
Way. This is considered by the comunity to be the entrance to the Rainier
Valley fromthe north, and should support the nei ghborhood as a gateway to
Sout heast Seattle. The area is currently noderately devel oped with various
aut o-ori ented businesses, but is envisioned in the North Rainier Neighborhood
Plan as a future town center conbining residential and comercial uses. O her
i nportant features nearby include Cheasty Boul evard, an unfinished | egacy of
the A nsted boul evard systemjust south of the Link Light Rail station
Cheasty greenbelt, and historic Franklin Hi gh School to the east. The station
is intended to be an integral part of the town center, and a catalyst for its
devel opnent. As a civic structure, the station should represent both the

nei ghborhood and the light rail system To add to the challenge, the station
nmust achi eve these qualities fromthe first phases to the full devel opnent of
the town center, which will take a nunber of years. The result should be
architecture of strength and clarity upon whi ch subsequent phases can build
with equal quality and grace.

Key Urban Design |ssues

= Wirking with the nass and scale of the aerial guideway and its transition
structures to create a station that fits well on the site and does not
overwhel mits context.

» Ensuring pedestrian safety and confort through a nulti-nodal facility and
up to the aerial platform supporting and reinforcing pedestrian activity
in the station area, and reduci ng pedestrian/vehicle conflicts in this
active, multi-use area

= Mintaining traffic flow and circulation in and around the station, anong
exi sting uses, and at the conplex intersection of Rainier Avenue South and
Martin Luther King, Jr. \Way.

= Accomopdating future transit-oriented devel opnent seanm essly within the
context of a town center, light rail station, and adjacent bus transfer
facility.

Desi gn Cui del i nes
A. Site Pl anning

1. Station as Gateway. The station and aerial guideway should respond to its
| ocation at the nexus of Rainier and Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, and the
base of Beacon Hill, to serve as a “ gateway” to the Rainier Valley and
portal to the Link Light Rail stations northward. This “ gateway”
character may be achi eved through various design features, potentially
i ncl udi ng:

a. Station architecture that is identifiable as a station and scaled to be
conpatible with town center devel opnent, to be seen fromeither Rainier
Avenue or Martin Luther King, Jr. \ay;

b. Preservation of views south into the Rainier Valley and to M. Rainier
fromthe train itself as it exits the Beacon Hi Il tunnel, and fromthe
street by pedestrians or people in vehicles.
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c. Lighting, use of distinctive materials, and other urban design features
descri bed further under B. Streetscape Conpatibility.

Devel opment Pattern: |Inherent in the desire to use the station as a
catalyst for future transit-oriented developnent is a gradual re-
orientation of the prevailing auto-dependent devel opment pattern to a nore
pedestrian-oriented environment. Accordingly, the station should be
designed with flexibility to initially focus on neeting light rail needs
and, in the interim acconmpbdate existing |and uses as much as possi bl e,
while later also serving as a framework for future devel opnent on and
around the site. Elenments such as gui deway | ocation and col um pl acenent
shoul d not preclude |onger-term devel opment and operation of adjacent
properties for retail, comercial, or residential uses.

Open Space: Several open space opportunities are present at the McCellan
station including a plaza at the southeastern end of the station nearest
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Way/Rainier intersection; a plaza and
pedestrian corridor connecting the station and the Metro transit facility
across Rainier Avenue; and the areas underneath the platform and gui deway
at the ground level. Although only the southeastern plaza is being
included in the station design at this tine, there is also potential for a
future private devel opnent of a plaza and transit-oriented devel opnent on
the site of the current Firestone business, with connections to the Metro
bus facility. There is also space for potential retail (pernanent
structures or portable vendor carts) and/or covered plaza area underneath
the platformon both sides of the elevator and stairs. All open spaces
shoul d be designed with the following qualities in nind

a. Spaces that are wel coming, confortable, and safe for all users through
careful attention to lighting, paving materials, sightlines, sun and
wi nd orientation, and | andscapi ng;

b. Visible and accessible connections to the elevators and stairs |eading
pedestrians to the overhead platform including connections to existing
si dewal k (where they exist);

c. Public art sited within the spaces and/or devel op the open spaces as
artworks in thensel ves; and

d. Siting and design of systens structures that is conpatible with the
overal | station design, intended future retail/town center uses, and the
nei ghbor hood as a whol e.

Traffic Circulation; The light rail alignment should be designed to create
a smooth transition fromaerial to at-grade with mniml disruption to the
flow of heavy trucks, buses, and cars already present along Martin Luther
King, Jr. Way and Raini er Avenue. Conflicts between vehicles of al

ki nds—buses, trucks, cars, light rail, and energency vehicl es—and
pedestrians should be mninized, with clear demarcation of pedestrian
zones. Successfully managi ng the space to accommpdate all users—i ncl udi ng
t hose associated with adjacent |and uses, present and future--nmay involve
revisions to existing driveways and turning noverments, nunber and | ocation
of on-street parking spaces, traffic signal timng, and/or size, |ocation
and design of drop-off areas, pedestrians paths, crosswal ks, and protective
fenci ng. Para-transit drop-off and “ kiss and ride” drop-off areas
shoul d be | ocated convenient to the station entrance w thout creating undue
traffic and circulation inpacts to adjacent uses. Drop-off activity should
be directed to nultiple clearly identified areas to preclude other drop-off
activity occurring el sewhere in an ad hoc manner, and in order to disperse
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vehicular traffic and nminimze disruption to traffic flowin and around the
station area.

Location of Systenms Structures: Locate Transit Power Substations and

Si gnal / Communi cati ons bui l di ngs appropriately to preserve prine parcels for
transit-oriented devel opnent and/or community gathering areas. Were
possi bl e, the systems structures should be unobtrusively integrated into

t he stati onhouse to keep other open space areas free for other uses.

Bi cycl e Parking: Provide bicycle parking and storage facilities in close
proxinmty to the platformentrances to neet present denand, with a plan for
acconmodating anticipated future demand either on- or off-site. Facilities
shoul d be secure, visible, and convenient while not in conflict with the
primary flow of pedestrians.

Streetscape Conpatibility

Station Architecture: The scale, configuration, and |ocation of the
McClellan station virtually assures that it will be highly visible within
the community. In order for this visibility to be an asset to both the
community and Sound Transit, the design should be conpatible with the scale
of devel opment anticipated by the North Rai ni er Nei ghborhood Pl an which
calls for a town center at this site. The architecture should support the
function of the station as a gateway to the Rainier Valley, but should al so
be sensitively detailed with hunan-scal e el enents to begin the transition
froma primarily auto-oriented environment to one that is nore suited to
pedestrians. And, the design should be conpatible with the architectura
quality and character of historic Franklin H gh School to the east, which
is a promnent |andnmark in the nei ghborhood (literally and visually).
Lastly, the east station facade should be attractive during the time prior
to redevel opment of the property between the station and Rai nier Avenue,
and should be able to accommpdate future devel opnent of those properties
into the overall station area.

Cheasty Boul evard: |In crossing Cheasty Boul evard, the aerial guideway and
transition structure should be designed to enhance the Boul evard as an

i nportant part of the A mnsted | egacy of boul evards, a connection to M.
Baker Boul evard and Franklin Hi gh School on the east side of Rainier
Avenue, and a connection into the southern end of the station itself.

| mportant considerations include:

a. Preservation of views east and west al ong Cheasty Boul evard,;

b. Landscaping that is conpatible with the native vegetation on west
Cheasty, the planned town center to the north, and existing treatnent of
M. Baker Boul evard across MK and Rai ni er

c. Pedestrian and bicycle anenities; and

d. Devel opment of a nore “ urban” character in the segnent of Cheasty
Boul evard (South Wnthrop Street) that relates to the town center to the
nort h.

Stevens Street: Until such tine as the Firestone property is nade
available for transit-oriented devel opnent with a plaza |inking the |ight
rail station with the bus facility, inprovenents are needed at Stevens
Street to accomopdate pedestrians travelling between the two facilities.

| mprovenent s shoul d i ncl ude sidewal ks, | andscapi ng, signage and wayfi ndi ng,
and other elements of pedestrian use and confort. The design will also
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need to better reconcile a strong pedestrian use of the street with
exi sting vehicle circulation, parking, and |oading activities associ ated
wi t h adj acent busi nesses.

O her Street |nprovenments: Pedestrian anmenities should be provided as part
of street inmprovenents around the station. These include features that are
conpl ementary to and supportive of the Link Light Rail and bus transfer
facilities, as well as existing nearby pedestrian generators (such as

Li ght house for the Blind) and antici pated town center devel opment. The
design and construction of these inprovenments should be coordinated with
the overall Martin Luther King, Jr. Way corridor design and should include
wi de si dewal ks, crosswal ks, signage, distinctive paving, lighting, and
signal timng that ensure safe access across streets to the station. There
is also a desire to eventually continue the streetscape i nprovenents al ong
Martin Luther King, Jr. Way north of the McCellan Station even though this
segnment of the street is not part of the light rail system

Tunnel Portal and Touchdown Structure: Areas underneath the gui deway,
around the tunnel portal, and al so under the touchdown structure require
special treatnment to ensure they are assets to the station and the
surroundi ng community. The design shoul d:

a. Aimto reduce the visual “ weight” and bulk of the aerial guideway and
touchdown structure through detailing of the concrete forns,
| andscapi ng, and/or terracing of the structures;

b. Create visually interesting spaces under the gui deway through creative
application or installation of art, lighting, and/or |andscaping,

i ncludi ng provisions for regul ar mai ntenance and cl eani ng of the
features within these areas;

c. Restore vegetation in the portion of Cheasty G eenbelt that will be
renoved for portal construction, to its present type and density in
order to regain the view of a continuous wooded hillside and its val ue
as a wildlife habitat;

d. Aimto reduce noise to the natural area and residential area above;

e. Elimnate or reduce opportunities for trash to collect or people to
| oiter under the guideway by ensuring that all areas are well-lighted
and that access is controlled;

f. Enphasi ze safety in all aspects of the design, specifically addressing
uni ntended or undesired access to the portal structure and potenti al
vandalismto it or the trains exiting bel ow

g. Seize opportunities to acconmpdate other uses under the guideway to the
degree they support station area goals (e.g. parking for town center
uses, vendor carts and sal es, seasonal narkets, etc.); and

h. Design all elements—station, guideway, portal, touchdown structure—in
an interrel ated fashion.

General Landscaping | nprovenents: Landscape elenments are required as part
of the Link Light Rail project, with priority on trees as the npst
i mportant conponent. Specifically, |andscape el enents shoul d:

a. Maxinmize the planting potential of the available space, in accordance
with City policy regarding tree selection and spacing; in other words,
requiring trees wherever they can be planted w t hout conprom sing
facility function and safety, and requiring large scale trees rather
than snall scale where it is feasible for themto successfully devel op
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b. Where trees cannot be accommpdated but planting is desired to inprove
the safety and/or aesthetics of the facility, provide | ow nmaintenance
shrubs and/or groundcover with enphasis on evergreen species to provide
year round presence

c. Integrate with | andscapi ng on adjacent property (particularly Cheasty
Boul evard), either existing or as required under devel opment standards
for future devel oprent;

d. Provide supplenental water (by automatic or manual irrigation or by
speci fic contract provisions for hand-watering) to ensure adequate care
of newy installed material for a mininumof three (3) years after
installation; and

e. Mninize the removal of existing significant trees and retain
significant vegetation wherever possible, particularly where inpacts are
tenporary such as renoval of vegetation for construction staging. Wen
di stinctive or character-giving vegetati on nust be renmoved, it should be
replaced with new plantings of a simlar type and/or size as that
renoved

Station Landscaping: The station and surroundi ng pedestrian areas and
pl azas shoul d i nclude | andscaping to mark the entrance to the platform
O her considerations include:

a. Designing station and street |andscaping jointly, in order to create a
| andscape design that is conpatible and greater than the sumof its
parts;

b. Choosing | andscape materials that are easily maintained, drought-
tolerant, and can withstand | ocal conditions, including an open corridor
of primarily inpermeable surfaces and significant portions of the
station under an elevated guideway with limted |ight and rainfall;

c. Planting street trees and other vegetation at ground |evel in and around
the station, with exceptions only in cases where safety considerations
outwei gh the potential benefits associated with trees; and

d. Ensuring that tree plantings are done in a nmanner that corresponds to
and is conpatible with | andscapi ng requirenents under City devel oprment
standards for future devel opnent on private property adjacent to the
station.

Public Art: Art is an inportant aspect of how the Link systemw || be
perceived by the user and the community. Link’s public art should be sited
in prominent |ocations that are highly visible or accessible to
pedestrians. |n order to nake the w sest use of funding, artwork should be
focused on those | ocations where it can have the nost inpact—where it is
visible, welcone, and able to | everage other inprovenents or foster
partnerships to create a larger inpact. Oher considerations include:

a. Seizing opportunities to incorporate art into functional elements of the
station, such as benches, railings, kiosks, etc.

b. Using art to enhance Link systemw de el enents and identity, while stil
responding to the [ ocal context;

c. Artwork that has its own integrity individually and within the Link
public art collection and that establishes “ conversations” and
rel ati onshi ps between stations, and

d. Devel oping specific artworks in collaboration with other entities such
as the Sout heast Seattle Arts Council and the Rainier Valley Historica
Society.
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10.

Systens Structures: Transit Power Substations, Signal/Conmunications
bui | di ngs, and other systens structures should be incorporated into the
stationhouse, ideally in a fashion that is well-integrated with the station
design and all ows access for mai ntenance and servicing wthout calling
attention to the structures nor taking up open space that coul d ot herw se
be used for public gathering or retail uses. |[If structures cannot be

i ncorporated into the stationhouse, they should be appropriately scal ed and
detailed to be conpatible with the context of each |ocation, enphasizing:

a. Pedestrian-oriented and human-scal ed treatment of wall surfaces in terns
of materials used, applied artwork, |andscaping, screening, and other
treatments; and

b. Using systens buildings creatively to provide other anenities, such as a
backdrop for bench seating, a place for artwork, or part of bicycle
st or age.

Desi gn CGui delines for Future Devel opment: Although outside the scope of
this docunent, guidelines for future devel opnent adjacent to the McClellan
station should be prepared through the nei ghborhood desi gn gui deli nes
process and/or creation of transit-oriented devel opnent guidelines. Such
gui del i nes shoul d enforce urban design and street edge conditions that are
supportive of the town center concept that is part of the adopted North
Rai ni er nei ghbor hood plan (O di nance #119671 and Resol uti on #29976), the
McCl el l an station area planni ng recommendati ons (Resol uti on #30165), and
the Martin Luther King, Jr. Way corridor design vision as described in
these guidelines and in the report prepared by Sasaki Associates for Sound
Transit; and should ensure conpatibility between private and public

i nvest ment s.
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C. Li nkages

1

Pedestrian Access and Circulation: The central station entry design is
dependent upon a strong pedestrian connection between the station and
various pedestrian arrival points, including the bus facility, Rainier
Avenue, passenger drop-off areas, Cheasty Boul evard, and the sout heastern
pl aza. Toward that end, the station design and rel ated street inprovenents
should facilitate pedestrian novenent and gathering at the station
including the features below. Note that securing the vertical circulation
of the station off-hours should not preclude ease of pedestrian circul ation
around the station nor create a “ dead space” below the platform

a. Clear and direct connections between the station and the Metro bus
transfer facility across Rainier Avenue, as well as all para-transit
drop-of f areas , and the southeastern plaza area at the junction of
Rai ni er Avenue and Martin Luther King, Jr. \Vy;

b. Features such as paving patterns, color, signage, and/or |andscaping
that extend across the street to mark pedestrian routes, thereby
i ncreasing systemsafety and legibility for users, and alerting
notorists to watch for pedestrians in this area; and

c. Gathering areas/plazas within clear sight of connecting pedestrian paths
and el evators and stairs up to the platform

Bi cycl e Connections: Accomopdate cyclists at the station, including:

a. Bicycle parking and storage facilities as described under “ Site
Pl anni ng” gui del i nes;

b. Bicycle trail information posted clearly at each station

c. Clear connections to routes conmonly used by cyclists, such as Cheasty
Boul evard; and

d. A north-south connection between 1-90 and the Rainier Valley in the
vicinity of the Iight rail station

Transit Connections: Provide clear and safe connections for passengers
transferring between Link Light Rail and buses at the Metro bus transfer
facility across Rainier Avenue, including information posted on bus routes
and schedul es al ongsi de Link Light Rail schedules and information to
support multi-nodal transportation. \Werever a node switch occurs the
connections should be | egible, convenient, and safe as though designed as
one project.

Wayfinding: Provide clear wayfinding elenents to guide people conveniently
and safety to destinations beyond the station, including:

a. Appropriately-scal ed signage that provides direction not only for the
Li nk system but to key destinations within the vicinity of each
station;

b. Information presented in a variety of ways/nediunms for different types
of passengers;

c. Easy orientation through clearly identifiable pathways; and

d. Station identification that is easily identifiable frominside trains as
trai ns approach the station platform

D. User Confort
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Station Anenities: The station should include the follow ng anenities:

Phone (on or near platform and/or security alerts

Waste receptacles (including cigarette receptacles at station entrances)
C ocks

I nformation display cases or kiosks including newspaper racks

Seati ng—benches, standing bars, or rails

Weat her protecti on—canopi es and w ndbr eaks

Trees and | andscapi ng

@TPooow

Li ghting: Assist wayfinding and pronote safety by incorporating a

conbi nation of lighting conditions including anbient, direct, and path
lighting in the design of the station and rel ated areas (pl azas,
crosswal ks, aerial platfornm, the guideway and touchdown structures, and
adj acent streets (Martin Luther King, Jr. Wy, Rainier).

Security: Stations should be designed with Crine Prevention Through
Envi ronmental Design (CPTED) principles in mind in order to pronote a
crine-free environnment for Link users.

Mat eri al s and Fi ni shes

Finish Materials: The station environment should include a variety of
finish materials and textures that work together in a coherent and

har moni ous manner, have sone relationship to their surroundi ngs, and

exhi bit human-scale at the street level. |In particular, finish nmaterials
shoul d draw from and relate to those of historic Franklin H gh School

Durability and Mai ntenance: All finish materials and other station
el ements shall age and weather well, be durable, vandal resistant, and
easi |y mai ntai nabl e.

Integration of Systenms and Life/Safety El enents: There are nunerous
systens structures, life/safety elenents, signals, and equi pnent which are
necessary to the operation of Link, but which shoul d nonethel ess be

seam essly integrated into the design of the station and gui deway.

Al t hough nany of these may be “ stock” itens and not custom desi gned for

Li nk, they should be conpatible with the overall design for the Martin
Luther King, Jr. Way corridor or otherw se sited unobtrusively so as not to
di stract fromthe design
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Desi gn CGui delines for Ednunds Station

Vi sion for Ednunds Station

The Ednunds station will serve as the gateway to historic Colunbia City,
bringing nmore foot traffic and visibility to the business district, along with
greater access to the cultural, social, and recreational facilities that are
an integral part of Colunmbia City, including the Rainier Cultural Center
Rai ni er Comunity Center, seasonal Farmer’s Market, and Orca School. At the
sanme tine, the station will bring increased nobility to residents of the
Rai ni er Vista public housing project, which is being redevel oped to include a
vari ety of housing types. Good east/west connections via Al aska Street nmke
Edmunds an obvi ous choice for Beacon Hill residents until the Beacon Hil
station is fully built-out. |In that many users are likely to be travelling to
and from nei ghborhoods to the east and west of the Edmunds station, the
enphasi s shoul d be on creating generous and wel | - mar ked pedestrian connecti ons
and bus transfer opportunities, with station features that are visible froma
di stance in several directions. Wile the station area is slated to remain
largely residential, there may be an opportunity for limted retai

devel opnent close to the station to serve conmuter needs. Lastly, as one in a
series of three at-grade stations along Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, the
Edmunds station should share sone design qualities/character with the other
two in order to create a distinctive “ famly” of stations for Southeast
Seattle.

Key Urban Design |ssues

= Making the connection to Colunbia City, and to Beacon Hi || —nade nore
difficult with the steep hill.

= Creating safe crossings and convenient access to the platformfrom both
Edmunds and Al aska Streets

= Expressing the comunity’s cultural history and identity in the station
design in a way that respects past, present, and future residents and
cul tural influences, including the proposed Rainier Vista redevel opnent.

Desi gn Cui del i nes
The foll owi ng design guidelines augnent those provided in the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Way corridor section, and are specific to Edmunds station

A. Site Pl anning

1. Open Space: The plaza at Ednunds wi |l house system structures as well as a
variety of amenities for pedestrians, and should respond to the context and
residential character of the area in its design by:

a. Carefully aligning new sidewal ks with existing ones al ong Edmunds and
Martin Luther King, Jr. Way to create cl ear pedestrian connections to
and fromthe station, and nearby facilities (schools and institutions);

b. Taki ng advantage of the excellent sun exposure at the plaza to create a
confortable waiting and gathering area for pedestrians;

c. Providing clear views toward Martin Luther King, Jr. Way and the station
platform and east down Ednunds Street toward the Colunbia City historic
district/conmercial area
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d. Taki ng advantage of views to the Cheasty/ Muntain View G eenbelt west of
the station;

e. Designing the plaza to acconmpdate a para-transit drop-off area w thout
creating undue traffic and circulation inpacts to the adjacent
resi dential uses;

f. Providing flexibility in plaza design such that future public uses (such
as the Colunmbia City Farmers’ Market or some component thereof) could be
acconmodated in the space; and

g. Ensuring that the siting and design of systens structures is conpatible
with the existing residential context and an asset to the plaza and the
nei ghbor hood as a whol e.

Streetscape Conpatibility

Station Architecture: Relate station architecture, materials, and forns to
the architectural character of the adjacent nei ghborhood, including

exi sting residences al ong Ednunds, the proposed Rainier Vista

redevel opment, and the Colunbia City Landmark District (including notable
bui | di ngs such as the Colunbia City library, Rainier Valley Cultura

Center, and 1900-era commercial buildings), with an enphasis on human-scal e
el ements, detailing, and nmaterials such as wood and brick. The station
architecture should also relate to the architecture of the other two at-
grade stations in Southeast Seattle, providing continuity wthout
sacrificing individual station identity. Elenents that are part of the
architecture of the station include:

Pl at f orm canopi es and shelters

W ndscr eens

Fencing at the platform

Wat er drai nage features

Far e-vendi ng machi nes and systeminfornmation el enents
Li ghti ng

Teoooe

Street Inprovenents: Gven the proximty of several schools. community
facilities, and a youth bicycle programto the Ednunds station, special
attention should be given to guide pedestrians and cyclists—nany of them
children—safely and appropriately across Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, as
well as to and fromthe station. This may nean additional signage, |ighted
crossings, and/or other traffic calmng devices. In addition, street

i mprovenents consisting of sidewal ks, street trees, and pedestrian scale
lighting will extend fromthe station east along Ednmunds to Colunbia City
at Rai nier Avenue as part of the Link Light Rail project. These

i mprovenents shoul d be conpatible with streetscape el enents of both Martin
Lut her King, Jr. Way and the historic Colunbia City comercial core, and
reflect the residential character of this segment of Martin Luther King,

Jr. Way and Ednunds, with an enphasis on “ softscape” inprovenments such as
street trees and other |andscaping. Lighting should be designed to bal ance
security needs with spill-over effects on nearby residences.

Stati on Landscapi ng: Landscaping at Ednunds station should be conpatible
with and conpl ementary to the parkway |andscaping that is proposed al ong
both sides of Martin Luther King, Jr. Way as part of the redevel opnent of
Rai nier Vista, as well as the Cheasty/Muntain View greenbelt west of the
station.

24



Design Guidelines for hello Station

Vision for Ghello Station

The Ot hello station is ideally sited at the front door of the “ New Holly”
redevel opment project and a thriving retail and comrercial district that

i ncl udes many |l ocally- and minority-owned busi nesses. The station also
provi des easy access to the proposed Chief Sealth bicycle trail and nearby
Ohello Playfield. The station should foster the community’s goal for an
active nmix of uses at this crossroads with urban design that reinforces the
character of many small-scale, predom nantly Asian retail and commrercial uses.
Lastly, as one in a series of three at-grade stations along Martin Luther
King, Jr. Way, the O hello station should share sone design qualities and
character with the other two in order to create a distinctive “ famly” of
stations for Southeast Seattle.

Key Urban Design |ssues

= Challenges include noving fromauto-oriented to pedestrian-oriented
devel opnent; addressing the configuration and anount of parki ng needed at
adjacent mni-malls; and noving toward a nore pedestrian-friendly
streetscape while not inpacting businesses already operating in an auto-
oriented environment.

= Safety in crossing Martin Luther King, Jr. Way remains a key issue at this
station, as with others.

Desi gn Cui del i nes
A. Site Pl anning

1. Open Space: The plaza at Ohello will house systemstructures as well as a
variety of amenities for pedestrians, and should respond to the character
of the area in its design by:

a. Carefully aligning new sidewal ks with existing ones along Qthello Street
and Martin Luther King, Jr. \ay;

b. Taki ng advant age of sun exposure for pedestrian waiting and gathering
ar eas;

c. Enphasi zi ng urban, hardscape” elenents that support an active
conmer ci al environment surrounding the station

d. Providing clear views toward Martin Luther King, Jr. Way and east down
Ohello Street; and

e. Designing station open spaces with consideration for the broader open
space network in the station area, particularly Qhello Park, open
spaces within Phase 3 of the New Holly redevel opnent, and the Chief
Sealth bicycle trail.

B. Streetscape Conpatibility

1. Station Architecture: Relate station architecture, materials, and forns to
the architectural character of the adjacent nei ghborhood, including the
O hell o business district and New Holly redevel opment , with an enphasis on
mai ntaining visibility to adjacent businesses. The station architecture
should also relate to the architecture of the other two at-grade stations
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i n Southeast Seattle, providing continuity wi thout sacrificing individua
station identity. Elenents that are part of the architecture of the
station include:

Pl at f orm canopi es and shelters

W ndscr eens

Fencing at the platform

Wat er drai nage features

Far e-vendi ng machi nes and systeminformation el enents
Li ghti ng

TeoooR

Stati on Landscapi ng: Landscaping at Cthello station should be conpatible
wi th and conpl ementary to | andscaping in the Othello business district and
the New Hol |y redevel opnent. Landscape el enents shoul d not conpronise
visibility of businesses fromone side of the street to the other, with an
enphasis on | ow plantings and appropriate tree spacing.
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Desi gn CGui delines for Henderson Station

Vi sion for Henderson Station

For northbound riders, the Henderson station is the first station within the
City of Seattle and the gateway to Lake Washi ngton and the Rai ni er Beach
conmunity to the east. Although currently dom nated by industrial uses and a
City Light powerline right-of-way, King County Metro is devel opi ng an on-
street bus layover facility at the sane tine as devel opnent of the Link
station, which will reinforce the area as a transportation hub with
opportunities for related transit-oriented devel opment in the future. The
station al so of fers good connections to the Chief Sealth regional bicycle
trail proposed for the powerline right-of-way. To help realize the vision of
a m xed-use transportation hub, the station should enphasi ze pedestrian and

bi cycl e connections to and from Rai nier Beach and the Chief Sealth trail. In
the long term the station should serve as a focus for econom ¢ devel opnent in
the southern end of the Rainier Valley while allowi ng the on-going viability
of existing industrial uses nearby. Lastly, as one in a series of three at-
grade stations along Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, the Henderson station should
share sone design qualities and character with the other two in order to
create a distinctive “ famly” of stations for Southeast Seattle.

Key Urban Design |ssues

= Siting a light rail station and bus |ayover facility within the spati al
constraints of the City Light powerline right-of-way and existing truck
traffic and access requirenments will be a chall enge

= Another challenge is howto enliven the station and create a pedestri an-
friendly place amidst truck traffic and industrial uses, while stil
pl anning for transit-oriented devel opment opportunities that may arise in
the future.

= The reconstruction and urban design treatnment of Henderson Street (from
Martin Luther King, Jr. Way to Lake Washington) is an inportant part of the
Link Light Rail project, and in linking the station with the Rainier Beach
conmunity to the east.

Desi gn Cui del i nes

A. Site Pl anning

1. Open Space: The plaza at Henderson will house system structures as well as
a variety of anenities for pedestrians, a confort station for bus drivers,
a waiting and gathering area for pedestrians, and a connection with the
Chief Sealth bicycle trail. The design should acconmpdate all these uses

by:

a. Carefully aligning new sidewal ks with existing ones al ong Henderson
Street and Martin Luther King, Jr. \Wy;

b. Taki ng advantage of sun exposure for pedestrian waiting and gathering
ar eas;

c. Conbi ni ng hardscape and | andscaping to respond to the industrial
character of the area and views to the City Light right-of-way and
Beacon Hill greenbelt;
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d. Creating a visual connection and clear views to the Rainier Beach
community to the east;

Traffic CGrculation: The Henderson station is sited in an area of heavy
truck traffic to and from adj acent industrial uses, necessitating special
care in maintaining truck access to businesses in the vicinity of the
station and ensuring pedestrian safety in and around the station. As a
mul ti-nmodal hub, special attention to circulation nmust be paid to avoid
conflicts between high volunes of truck, bus and bicycle novenents.

Views: Miintain a clear view east down Henderson Street to the Rainier
Beach conmercial district, and Lake Washington to the east, and the
greenbelt west of the station.

Streetscape Conpatibility

Station Architecture: Relate station architecture, materials, and forns to
the architectural character of the industrial uses in the i medi ate area,
but al so including design references to the Rainier Beach conmunity in
order to reinforce the connection between the two. The station
architecture should also relate to the architecture of the other two at-
grade stations in Southeast Seattle, providing continuity wthout
sacrificing individual station identity. Elenents that are part of the
architecture of the station include:

Pl at f orm canopi es and shelters

W ndscr eens

Fencing at the platform

Wat er drai nage features

Far e-vendi ng machi nes and systeminfornmation el enents
Li ghti ng

Teoooe

Street Inprovenents: Wile the Henderson station is situated in a largely

i ndustrial context, streetscape inprovenents should be designed with
flexibility for future transformation of the industrial environment to one
that is nore pedestrian-friendly. Although street inmprovenents should
acconmodat e industrial activity near the station, streetscape el enents
should also relate to the pedestrian-oriented environment envisioned for
Rai ni er Beach. Street inprovenents consisting of sidewal ks, street trees,
and |ighting should extend fromthe station east al ong Henderson Street to
t he Raini er Beach business district and the edge of Lake WAshington as part
of the Link Light Rail project. These inprovenents should visually connect
the streetscapes of both Martin Luther King, Jr. Way and the Rai ni er Beach
conmer ci al core

Stati on Landscapi ng: Landscaping at the Henderson station shoul d be
integrated with street inprovenments and rel ated | andscapi ng al ong Hender son
street to the Rainier Beach business district. Landscape el enments shoul d be
conpati ble with the needs of existing industrial businesses, achieved

| argely through strategic placenent of street trees.
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