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A dead, decapitated harbor seal was observed floating adjacent to Pier 56 during the 
November survey.   

Pier 57:   

The substrate around Pier 57 just south of the aquarium slopes off at a rate of around 
3:1 and is composed of coarse gravel, rock, and sand.  

Photo 7. Pier 57. 

Pier 59: 

At the Aquarium, the subtidal substrate is primarily sand with a very flat slope, but 
adjacent to the Seawall is riprap and smaller angular rock. Substrate baskets have 
been installed in the intertidal zone (on the Seawall) to identify what type of 
invertebrates and plants will utilize various substrates. Off of Pier 59, hairy crabs 
(Telmessus cheiragonus), coonstripe shrimp (Pandalus hypsinotus), and Pacific 
octopus (Enteroctopus dofleini) are present.   
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Photo 8. Seawall and Intertidal Substrate at Aquarium; Also Substrate Baskets. 

Photo 9. Northside of Aquarium Towards Pier 62/63; Shallow Sandy Subtidal 
Zone Shown. 
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Piers 62/63: 

Piers 62/63, or the Fishing Pier, hosts many sea birds such as rhinoceros auklet 
(Cerorhinca monocerata), double-crested cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus), pigeon 
guillemot (Cepphus columba), surf scoter (Melanitta perspicillata), belted kingfisher 
(Ceryle alcyon), and western grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis). The substrate in 
this area is very shallow, sloping at approximately 5:1 or flatter and is composed 
mainly of sand. None of this sand, however, is exposed except during extreme low 
tides.     

Bell Street Pier and Marina (Pier 66): 

A significant quantity of riprap is present at the toe and up the entire height of the 
Seawall and other structures at the Bell Street Marina and is generally steeply sloped 
(2:1 or steeper). Red-necked grebe (Podiceps grisegena) are present in the calm 
waters of Bell Street Marina. A sign limiting weight is present along the edge of the 
Seawall adjacent to Pier 66. 

Photo 10. Bell Street Marina and Seawall. 
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Photo 11. Weight Limit at Pier 66. 

Photo 12. Rock in Inner Marina Under Pier 66. 
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Pier 67/68: 

Large mats of bull kelp are present between Piers 67 and 69. The presence of bull 
kelp in this area appears to be strongly associated with the rocky substrate and the 
light vessel traffic present.      

Sunflower star (Pycnopodia helianthoides), bat star (Patiria miniata), and Pacific 
henricia (Henricia leviuscula) are also present in the protected waters near Pier 
67/68. Dungeness crab (Cancer magister), spider crab (Majidae), shore crab 
(Hemigrapsus spp.), and helmet crab (Cheiragonidae), are also found in this area. A 
large flock of European starlings numbering around 150 individuals was observed 
here, flying through this area in route to their evening roost in Myrtle Edwards Park.       

The seafloor near Pier 67 is composed of a mix of rock and sand and gently slopes 
into the bay at a rate of around 4:1.   

Pier 70: 

Just north of Pier 70 below the Olympic Sculpture Park, the Seawall gives way to a 
manmade shoreline composed mainly of riprap. A rock/gravel bench is present at 
approximately mean sea level; however, very few organisms were observed during 
either survey. In this area, the water clarity is noticeably better than in more southern 
locations along the Seawall and the size and vigor of all plant species appear to 
improve substantially. Here, extensive mats of macroalgae are accompanied by a 
diversity of other marine organisms. Like with the plants, the diversity and density of 
invertebrate species is also much higher in this area. In general, many of the species 
seen along the Seawall were found in higher densities in this area with a few species 
such as some crabs (Cancer sp.), being only found in this area.   
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Photo 13. Looking Towards Pier 70 at Sculpture Park. 

Photo 14. Gravel/Rock Bench at Approximately Mean Sea Level at Sculpture 
Park. 
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Photo 15. Bull Kelp at Sculpture Park in November 2007. 

North of the Alaskan Way Seawall: 

The intertidal zone that stretches along Myrtle Edwards Park past the Grain Terminal 
at Pier 86 on to the Elliott Bay Fishing Pier is composed of riprap interspersed with 
recently constructed gravel/cobble beaches. Patches of bull kelp are present from 20 
to 70 feet offshore. The density of kelp varies seasonally; the maximum distribution 
of kelp was likely present in the November survey, but was much reduced in 
February. Various bird species are present in this area; Northwestern crow (Corax 
caurinus) often forage near the tide line while large flocks of European starlings and 
small flocks of black-capped chickadees (Poecile atricapillus) fly around the many 
trees and man made structures present in the park. The nearshore waters around the 
Pier 86 Grain Terminal host 500-600 surf scooter (Melanitta perspicillata), tens of 
greater scaup (Aythya marila), hooded merganser (Lyphodytes cucullatus), and 
common goldeneye. Red-necked grebe, lesser scaup (Aythya affinis), American 
wigeon (Anas americana), glaucus gull (Larus hyperboreus), pigeon guillemot 
(Cepphus columba), common murre (Uria aalge), rhinoceros auklet (Cerorhinca 
monocerata), and Canada goose (Branta canadensis) are also seen in this area.      

Myrtle Edwards Park has various ornamental conifers and deciduous trees distributed 
across a large expanse of mowed grass. Few plants found in this area are native. 
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Photo 16. Bull Kelp Along Myrtle Edwards Shoreline in November. 

Photo 17. Newly Constructed Beach at Myrtle Edwards Park. 
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Photo 18. Beach Under Construction at Myrtle Edwards Park. 

Photo 19. Seabirds at Grain Terminal. 
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Fisherman Interview Form and Summary 

The following fisherman interview form was used to interview fishermen, bait shop 
managers, Seattle Parks employees and other knowledgable people regarding the use 
of the Seawall for recreational fishing. In general, few fishermen were found along 
the Seawall. The Fishing Pier in Myrtle Edwards Park is a more popular destination 
for fishing, but various publicly accessible piers along the Seawall are used to a lesser 
extent.  
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Alaska Way Seawall -- Fisherman Survey Form

Date: Time: Location: Surveyor: 
1) How often do you fish during each season? (ave. days/mo):

Fall: Win: Spr: Sum:

2) How many days per week do you fish (ave.)?

3) What type of fishing (% time sport / subsistence fishing)?

4) How many years have you fished on the Seawall?

5) Where on the Seawall do you fish most often?  

6) Do you fish other areas as well (on the Seawall or other)?  Where?

7) What type of bait do you use most often fishing on the Seawall?
Lure: Live bait: Fly:

8) Where do you purchase your bait / gear / other items while fishing the Seawall?

9) Species caught in the fall (est. frequency, poundage, hit limits?):

10) Species caught in the winter (est. frequency, poundage, hit limits?):

11) Species caught in the spring (est. frequency, poundage, hit limits?):

12) Species caught in the summer (est. frequency, poundage, hit limits?):

13) What % of fish landed were below / above the legal size?  

14) What detracts from your fishing at the Seawall (crowds, rowdiness, use fees, rules & regulations, ext.)?

**Notes on the backside


