
Seattle City Light’s  
Vegetation Management Unit 

Mission:  
   Vegetation Management is committed to 

ensuring safe and reliable power delivery 
through the comprehensive and 
environmentally responsible management of 
the vegetation our lines and infrastructure 
impact. 



Socio-Environmental Benefits of 
Trees 

Traditional Ecosystem Services 
Carbon sequestration, H20 run-off, Particulate 
Filtration, Oxygen production, Habitat, Weather 
mitigation, etc. 
 

Societal and Psycho-Social Impacts 
Reduced stress, Faster medical recovery time, Decrease 

domestic violence, Increased home value, Decreased 
traffic speeds, UHI Mitigation, etc. 



Impacts of Vegetation 
Management 

Trees Removed (-) 
 

Trees pruned (-) 
 

Trees planted (+/-) 



Equity Vs. Equality 
“Redline” Map – 1935 Evaluation of 

Loan Risk 
Neighborhoods with Race Restricting 

Covenants post 1926 





Where are we removing trees relative to traditionally marginalized 
populations? 

Why are we removing trees – outage based or complaint based? 

City of Seattle 
Northern 
Border 

City of Seattle 
Southern Border 



2014-2015 Urban Forestry  
Focus on SE District 



Where We’re Going 
• Continue working with OSE, SPU, SDOT, Parks and 

Dept. of Neighborhoods on future mission-driven urban 
forestry agenda 
 

• Continue to map trees planted 
 

• Analyze removal protocol and outage correlation 
 

• Partnering with UW Dept. of Geography MA of GIS for 
Sustainability Management program on PLC impact 
analysis – Aug 2014 
 



Where We were  Going (8/2012) 
• Treeline USA  - 2013 –  Approved 2013+2014 

 

• Interdepartmental Coordination - Ongoing 
 

• Veg Mgmt Software – 2013(?) – On-track 2015 
 

• Tree Growth Regulators (with SDOT and Parks) 
    Held-up in review 

 

• ROW Steward Program in dev’t (UAA, EPRI, 
TNC, Wildlife Habitat Council, U.S. EPA)   

 
The FUTURE! 



QUESTIONS? 
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