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Commissioners Present:   McCaela Daffern, Roque Deherrera, David Goldberg, Matt Hutchins, 

Rick Mohler, Radhika Nair, Dalton Owens, Julio Sanchez, Jamie Stroble, 
Kelabe Tewolde 

 
Commissioners Absent:   Mark Braseth, Rose Lew Tsai-Le Whitson, Patience Malaba, Alanna 

Peterson, Dhyana Quintanar, Lauren Squires 
 
Commission Staff:  Vanessa Murdock, Executive Director; John Hoey, Senior Policy 

Analyst; Olivia Baker, Planning Analyst; Robin Magonegil, Commission 
Coordinator 

 
Seattle Planning Commission meeting minutes are not an exact transcript and represent key points and the 
basis of discussion. 
 
Referenced Documents discussed at the meeting can be viewed here: 
https://www.seattle.gov/planningcommission/meetings 
 
Chair’s Report & Minutes Approval 
Co-Chair Jamie Stroble called the meeting to order at 3:15 pm and announced several upcoming 
Commission meetings. Co-Chair Stroble offered the following land acknowledgement: 
 

‘On behalf of the Seattle Planning Commission, we’d like to actively recognize that we are on 
Indigenous land, the traditional and current territories of the Coast Salish people who have lived on 
and stewarded these lands since the beginning of time and continue to do so today. We acknowledge 
the role that traditional western-centric planning practices have played in harming, displacing, and 
attempting to erase Native communities. We commit to identifying racist practices and strive to center 
restorative land stewardship rather than unsustainable and extractive use of the land.’ 

 
Co-Chair Stroble noted that this meeting is a hybrid meeting with some Commissioners and staff 
participating remotely while other Commissioners and staff are participating in Room 370 at Seattle 
City Hall. She asked fellow Commissioners to review the Color Brave Space norms and asked for 
volunteers to select one or more of the norms to read aloud. She reminded Commissioners that they 
have collectively agreed to abide by these norms. 
 

https://www.seattle.gov/planningcommission/meetings
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ACTION: Commissioner David Goldberg moved to approve the February 23, 2023 meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Matt Hutchins seconded the motion. The motion to approve the minutes passed. 

 
Announcements 
Vanessa Murdock, Seattle Planning Executive Director, reviewed the format of the meeting. She noted 
that public comment could be submitted in writing via email at least eight hours before the start of the 
meeting or provided in person by members of the public attending the meeting at City Hall. Ms. 
Murdock stated that the full Commission meetings will be recorded and posted to the Planning 
Commission’s website via You Tube. She noted that these recordings are not in lieu of the 
Commission’s minutes, which are approved at the next full Commission meeting. 
 
Ms. Murdock reminded the Commissioners to submit nominations for leadership positions. 
Commissioners may nominate themselves and may nominate a fellow Commissioner without checking 
with that Commissioner first. Ms. Murdock will collect the nominations and contact the individuals who 
receive the top nominations for each of the positions, acting as the nomination committee. 
Commissioners will take a formal vote on the committee Co-Chair slate (i.e., the top-nominated two 
commissioners) at the March 23 full Commission meeting. She encouraged Commissioners to contact 
her with any questions and/or concerns. 
 
Ms. Murdock stated that there will be four upcoming open positions on the Commission, including 
three Mayoral appointments and one City Council appointment. 
 
Update: Draft Comprehensive Plan Community Meetings Feedback 
Michael Hubner and Aja Hazelhoff, Office of Planning and Community Development (OPCD) 
 
Mr. Hubner provided an overview of the Comprehensive Plan update process. He stated that it takes 
several years to incorporate all the community input, synthesize it into a draft plan, and submit it to the 
City Council for review. He stated that the project team are in the middle of the process now and will be 
drafting the plan in the coming months. 
 
Ms. Hazelhoff reviewed the Plan’s equitable community engagement process. The project team has 
compiled a list of groups who have not been historically represented in the planning process. These 
groups have been identified through several strategies. The City has been conducting parallel 
engagement through culturally appropriate methodologies. 
 
She provided an update on the One Seattle Plan community meeting series. The project team has 
conducted five in-person community meetings in neighborhoods across Seattle, including New Holly, 
Central District, West Seattle, Loyal Heights, and Meadowbrook, as well as one virtual citywide 
community meeting. These meetings incorporated a mix of open-house style and facilitated small 
group discussions, drew more than five hundred community participants, and generated more than 
three thousand feedback notes and discussion comments. Community Conversation topics included 
Access to Housing Options and Creating Complete Communities. Below is a summary of what was 
heard during these conversations: 
 
Types of New Housing 



 
3/9/2023 

Meeting Minutes 
Page 3 

• More affordable; greater variety of options; increased density; more accessible ownership 
opportunities 

• Family-oriented units 
o 2–4 bedrooms, affordable to families 
o Designs and neighborhoods suitable to families with children, multigenerational families 

• Social housing and community land trusts 
• Anti-displacement and anti-gentrification strategies 
• Mixed-use development 

o Access to retail 
o Affordable commercial space ownership 

 
Locations of New Housing 
• More housing “everywhere” and “in all neighborhoods” 

o Density should be spread throughout the city, including Neighborhood Residential and 
Multifamily Residential zones 

o Concentrate new development in low-displacement risk areas 
o Preserve tree canopy and greenspaces 

• Near transit, parks, and other amenities 
• Expand existing urban villages and add many new, smaller neighborhood anchors 
• Away from arterials/close to arterials 
 
Mr. Hubner stated that the project team’s intended objective was to have a session upfront on topics 
like expanding urban villages and revising Neighborhood Residential areas. Some attendees were 
prepared to have those discussions and others were not. Small group discussions were an opportunity 
for attendees to talk to their neighbors. Attendees were generally supportive of the direction the City is 
taking, especially mixed alternatives. 
 
Existing Neighborhood Assets 
• Proximity to amenities 

o Parks, grocers, transit, trees, businesses, and shops  
• Walkability 
• Third spaces for community 

o Businesses (coffee shops, bars, restaurants) 
o Free public gathering spaces (plazas, car-free streets, parks, open space) 
o Community centers 
o Arts and cultural spaces 

 
Missing Neighborhood Assets 
• Missing "spaces" 

o Third spaces (artist and makers spaces) 
o Green spaces (dog parks, public parks, open spaces, natural spaces) 
o Cultural and art spaces 

• Community centers 
o Gathering spaces, recreation centers, cultural centers 
o Emergency response centers, climate resilience centers, health centers 

• Diverse and accessible housing options 
• Goods and services (grocers/food, childcare) 
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• Transportation infrastructure (bike, pedestrian, transit) 
• Safety 
 
Mr. Hubner stated that the concept of the complete community generated a lot of interest during the 
conversations. Attendees included residents of neighborhoods that already have elements of complete 
communities and others from neighborhoods that do not. The conversations brought both groups 
together to discuss the concept. 
 
Ms. Hazelhoff provided an overview of the following data sources and evaluation methods that the 
project team will use to assess progress as they create the Plan:  
• Racial equity toolkit 
• Analysis of alternative growth strategies 
• Updated displacement risk index 
• Equitable development monitoring program 
• Equitable community engagement 
 
She described the project team’s Community-Based Organization (CBO) Partners, including: 
• Khmer Community of Seattle/King County 
• Duwamish Valley Sustainability Association 
• Estelita's Library 
• Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance (APALA) 
• Capitol Hill EcoDistrict 

 
Ms. Hazelhoff detailed the project team’s use of the One Seattle Plan Engagement Hub, including the 
following preliminary usage statistics: 
• 38% of registered users identify as BIPOC 
• Over 20,000 comments received 
• Over 70% of users accessed the Hub from a mobile device 
• 1,258 translation requests across seven different languages 
 
She stated that OPCD will be releasing a draft Plan in the spring. The project team will be using the 
engagement hub for feedback and input. The draft plan will have enhanced search and comment 
capabilities. Mr. Hubner stated that the next phase of engagement will be in June/July with a formal 
public comment period for the draft Plan and draft environmental impact statement. OPCD will 
continue engagement with community dialogues in June-September. The project team is also working 
on ongoing coordination with the Seattle Transportation Plan (STP) team. Public engagement for 
implementation of any proposed zoning changes could be as early as the end of 2023/early 2024. 
 
Commission Discussion 
• Commissioners asked if there were opportunities to specifically engage with African American and 

Latino communities. Ms. Hazelhoff stated that those were two priority communities for 
engagement. OPCD worked with one of its community liaisons and several CBO partners, including 
Wa Na Wari, Estelita’s Library, and DVSA, to engage specifically with those communities, to tailor 
engagement to best access those communities.  Mr. Hubner stated that OPCD has ambitious goals 
for reaching communities that the City has not had an easy time connecting with in the past. The 
project team will try a multiplicity of engagement modes. He stated that the community meetings 
were successful for some communities.  
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• Commissioners asked if community members were able to identify areas of risk for displacement. 
Mr. Hubner stated that OPCD provided a map of displacement risk. Residents living in communities 
with significant displacement had the opportunity to discuss those risks.  

• Commissioners asked how OPCD will prioritize or weight input from communities that they have 
not heard from in the past. Mr. Hubner stated that the Racial Equity Toolkit (RET) framework 
guides the project team to leading with information that they have received so far. They are trying 
to recognize and report out from all community outreach phases. Ms. Hazelhoff stated that the 
project team is prioritizing the weight of the engagement data and centering community voices as 
connection points between community outreach and policy writers. 

• Commissioners expressed appreciation for OPCD providing a variety of locations for engagement 
as well as online engagement. Commissioners asked if the project team will have a public presence 
at community events specifically hosted by OPCD and the Seattle Department of Transportation 
(SDOT) or at other community organization’s events. Ms. Hazelhoff stated that OPCD has learned 
that asking to be invited and co-host with other community organizations has been very beneficial 
for engagement. They want to be co-creating engagement opportunities and invited into other 
spaces for engaging community. 

• Commissioners asked how OPCD is integrating its efforts with SDOT’s outreach and engagement 
for the STP. Mr. Hubner stated that the two departments will plan joint open house opportunities, 
joint appearances at community organization meetings, community events, fairs, and other similar 
events. Commissioners inquired about what the two organizations are hearing, separately and 
together, and how they will reconcile that input. Ms. Hazelhoff stated that the two departments’ 
work with community organizations is occurring under separate contracts, but both will synthesize 
the data collected. The Engagement Hub has made it possible to seamlessly analyze raw data and 
determine trends of who they are hearing from. 

• Commissioners expressed interest in learning more about the updated displacement risk index. Mr. 
Hubner stated that OPCD has a completed a draft displacement risk index and will be finalizing that 
index and map in a more formal strategy document. Diana Canzoneri, OPCD demographer, will be 
briefing the Commission on the Racial and Social Equity Index. Anti-displacement strategies will be 
included in the housing element of the draft Plan. OPCD will be creating a companion document 
that will be more focused on implementation. 

• Commissioners asked about strategies that OPCD is considering for when zoning changes are 
recommended. Mr. Hubner stated that is a topic for a future conversation. OPCD will be creating a 
companion document specifically intended to provide descriptions and visualizations of missing 
middle housing to help residents understand what the City is studying during this process. 

• Commissioners asked for more information about when OPCD will be releasing the companion 
anti-displacement index. Mr. Hubner stated that is anticipated to be completed with the final Plan.  

 
Discussion: Industrial and Maritime Strategy Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
John Hoey, Seattle Planning Commission staff, provided an overview of the Planning Commission’s 
staff draft letter on the proposed Industrial and Maritime Strategy Comprehensive Plan amendments. 
He stated that the proposed Comprehensive Plan amendments are the first step in adopting and 
implementing the Industrial and Maritime Strategy recommendations. He reviewed several comments 
and questions, as well as responses to those, from the February 23 Commission meeting. The staff draft 
letter will be revised to incorporate Commissioner comments and proposed edits. A revised draft letter 
will be discussed at the March 23 Commission meeting, and Commissioners will take action on a final 
draft letter at the April 13th meeting. 
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Commission Discussion 
• Commissioners commented on the proposed Comprehensive Plan policy LU 10.1012, which would 

limit stand-alone retail in industrial zones, stating that some industrial businesses require retail 
space and public gathering spaces, such as breweries and distilleries. These uses would be allowed 
in the proposed Urban Industrial zones. 

• Commissioners asked for more information on the definition of workforce housing, specifically as 
proposed in policy LU 10.68. Mr. Hoey stated that he would follow up with additional information. 

• Commissioners expressed concern with the proposed language in policy LU 10.1722: “Consider 
using the urban industrial or industrial buffer zones to provide an appropriate transition between 
industrial areas and adjacent residential or pedestrian-oriented commercial zones.” Commissioners 
stated a preference for more direct language such as “Use the urban industrial zone…” 

• Commissioners stated a preference for clarifying language in the Equity and Environmental Justice 
section of the staff draft letter to recognize that the “harms of the past” affecting residents near 
industrial areas are still happening. Commissioners recommended adding language that 
acknowledges ongoing health impacts to these residents and the need for strategies that will not 
perpetuate past harms.  

 
Resources 
One Seattle Plan Community Meetings Report 
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/SeattlePlan/OneSeattlePlanCommunityMeeti
ngsReport.pdf 
 
Industrial and Maritime Strategy Final Environmental Impact Statement 
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/IndustrialMaritimeStrateg
y/IndustrialMaritimeStrategyFinalEIS.pdf 
 
Industrial and Maritime Strategy Preferred Alternative (summary: p. 4; details pp. 29-31)) 
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/IndustrialMaritimeStrateg
y/SeattleIndustrialFEISChapter1.pdf 
 
Industrial and Maritime Strategy Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
https://www.seattle.gov/opcd/ongoing-initiatives/industrial-and-maritime-strategy#projectdocuments 
 
Public Comment 
 
Gary Lee stated that he has submitted written comment on the Draft Comprehensive Plan for the 
record.  He stated that there is an issue with Chinatown/International District (C/ID) that needs to be 
addressed in the Plan. Specifically, there is an overconcentration of human services facilities in Pioneer 
Square and C/ID. There is an existing policy in the Comprehensive Plan limiting facilities of this type 
that has not been followed. He suggested that this should be updated in the Major Update. 
 
KC Yamamura stated that she is a resident of the C/ID. She expressed concerns with issues of safety 
and security in the neighborhood. She and other neighbors participate in a regular block watch and are 
seeing increased drug use and crime. There are a lot of seniors and elders in the neighborhood who do 
not feel safe. Stores have needed to hire security, which has raised prices. 
 

https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/SeattlePlan/OneSeattlePlanCommunityMeetingsReport.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/SeattlePlan/OneSeattlePlanCommunityMeetingsReport.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/IndustrialMaritimeStrategy/IndustrialMaritimeStrategyFinalEIS.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/IndustrialMaritimeStrategy/IndustrialMaritimeStrategyFinalEIS.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/IndustrialMaritimeStrategy/SeattleIndustrialFEISChapter1.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/IndustrialMaritimeStrategy/SeattleIndustrialFEISChapter1.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/opcd/ongoing-initiatives/industrial-and-maritime-strategy#projectdocuments
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Jay Yamamura stated that he is retired and travels a lot. He appreciates other cities and has wondered 
why Seattle is not like those others. He referenced Vancouver and the redevelopment of Point Ruston 
in Tacoma as examples of vibrant residential communities with amenities. He suggested that Pier 46 in 
Seattle is an opportunity for a new residential community. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 pm. 
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