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EVENT OVERVIEW 

We hosted 2 drop-in sessions for the Ballard Bridge Planning Study to share project updates 
and gather community feedback on the alternatives. Both drop-in sessions were from 6-7:30 
PM. Attendees could drop by anytime and the same content was provided at both sessions. The 
drop-in sessions were shared on the project webpage, SDOT’s social media pages, the project 
listserv, and through Peddler Brewing’s own social media accounts. A-Frame signs were also 
placed at the on and off ramps to the Ballard Bridge. Additionally, a mobile display was posted 
at the Queen Anne, Magnolia, and Ballard libraries to provide an overview of the project and 
share event details. These notifications can be found in Appendix D. The event details for each 
drop-in session are below: 

October 24, 2019 
Peddler Brewing Company 
1514 NW Leary Way, Seattle, WA 98107 
6 PM – 7:30 PM 
 
October 29, 2019 
Fishermen’s Terminal – Seattle Fishermen’s Plaza 
3919 18th Ave W, Seattle, WA 98119 
6 PM – 7:30 PM 
 
At both drop-in sessions there were 3 Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) staff 
members and 5 SDOT consultants in attendance. 

EVENT LAYOUT 

Both drop-in sessions were set up with multiple stations: 

• SDOT sign-in table 
o Project factsheet 
o Comment cards 
o Green and red sticky dots 

• SDOT Ballard Bridge Planning Study board set 
1. Welcome and Project Overview board 
2. History of the Ballard Bridge board 
3. Timeline and Funding board 
4. Ballard Bridge Considerations board 

• SDOT Alternatives Analysis board set 
5. Ballard Bridge Options board 
6. Low Level Moveable Bridge Rehabilitation board (x2) 
7. Mid-Level Moveable Bridge Replacement board (x2) 
8. High Level Fixed Bridge Replacement board (x2) 
9. Alternatives Analysis Ranking board 
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• Feedback board set 
10. Attendee Ranking board 

 
ATTENDANCE  

Anecdotally, approximately 60 people attended the October 24 session at Peddler Brewing 
Company in Ballard; 43 people signed in. Approximately 20 people attended the October 29 
session at Fishermen’s Terminal in Interbay; 8 people signed in. The layout of the events did not 
require all attendees to visit the sign-in table. The photos below show the events and how 
people interacted with the different stations and staff.  

October 24, 2019 – Peddler Brewing Company 

 
Figure 1: Attendees at the sign in table. 
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Figure 2: Attendees reading the Ballard Bridge Planning Study board set. 

 
Figure 3: Attendees interacting with the Alternatives Analysis board set. 
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October 29, 2019 – Fishermens Terminal 

 
Figure 4: Attendees speaking with SDOT staff. 

 
Figure 5: Attendees speaking with project staff at different stations. 
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ONLINE OPEN HOUSE 

In addition to the 2 in-person events the same content was shared via an online open house. The 
online open house was hosted at BallardBridgeOpenHouse.com. The open house included a 
page for each display board from the drop-in sessions, as well as additional written descriptions 
of the key features for each alternative. 

The online open house included a survey modeled after the in-person dot ranking exercise 
(described in more detail below in the ‘What We Heard’ Section). The survey was available from 
Friday, November 1, 2019 through Friday, November 15, 2019. 

 

 
Figure 6: Online Open House Home page 
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Figure 7: Online Open House contents page 

 



 

 
 

700 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3800  |  PO Box 34996  |  Seattle, WA 98124-4996  |  206-684-ROAD (7623)  |  seattle.gov/transportation 

 

 

WHAT WE HEARD 

At the drop-in sessions we were looking for feedback on the alternatives being considered and 
the priority of certain considerations. We gathered feedback through an interactive sticky dot 
exercise. Attendees were given 1 green sticky dot and 1 red sticky dot to place on a ranking 
board. The board listed the 3 alternatives being considered. Attendees were asked to mark their 
most preferred alternative with the green dot and their least preferred with the red dot. 
Between both drop-in sessions approximately 56 people participated in the sticky dot ranking 
exercise. The project team also received feedback via comment cards and verbal comments. 

We also received feedback through the online open house. The online open house included a 
survey that asked participants to choose their most and least preferred alternatives and rank 
their 3 most important and 3 least important considerations There was also an open-ended 
question for participants to share additional feedback. 91 people participated in the online open 
house survey. 

From the combined ranking results, the most preferred alternative was the Low Level Movable 
Bridge (35%). The least preferred alternative was the High Level Fixed Bridge (38%). Below is a 
table of the combined preference rankings from the online open house survey and in-person dot 
ranking exercises. 

 
High Level 

Fixed Bridge 
Mid Level 

Moveable Bridge 
Low Level 

Moveable Bridge 
Most 
Preferred 12 37 98 

Least 
preferred 107 13 14 

 

Dot Ranking Exercise 

The most preferred alternative from the drop-in session dot ranking exercises was the Low 
Level Moveable Bridge (73%). The least preferred alternative was the High Level Fixed Bridge 
(85%). See a summary of the results in the table and pictures below. 

 
High Level 

Fixed Bridge 
Mid Level 

Moveable Bridge 
Low Level 

Moveable Bridge 
Green – Most 
Preferred 3 12 41 

Red – least 
preferred 45 4 4 
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Figure 8: Ranking board from October 24            Figure 9: Ranking board from October 29 

 
Online Open House Ranking Survey 

The most preferred alternative from the online open house was the Low Level Moveable Bridge 
(33%). The least preferred alternative was the High Level fixed Bridge (36%). The majority of 
respondents ranked “Improved pedestrian and bicycle facilities” as the most important 
consideration.  See a summary of the results in the tables below. 

 
High Level 

Fixed Bridge 
Mid Level 

Moveable Bridge 
Low Level 

Moveable Bridge 
Most 
Preferred 9 25 57 

Least 
Preferred 62 9 10 

 

Most Important Considerations from Online Open House Survey 

Improved pedestrian and bicycle facilities 72%  
Access to Burke Gilman and Ship Canal/Interbay 
Trail 

48%  

Sound Transit coordination 36%  

Cost and design of construction 25%  
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Access to Leary Way NW 18%  
 

Least Important Considerations from Online Open House Survey 

Traffic and congestion 42% 
Visual impacts and bridge aesthetics 42% 
Marine navigation 35% 
Bascule opening delays 34% 
Level of construction impact 29% 

 

Comment Cards and Survey Feedback 

We received 15 comment cards, which identified the following considerations: 

• Coordinate with Sound Transit Light Rail alignments 
• Provide a Bus-only lane 
• Provide a dedicated/protected bike-lane   
• Widen the existing path and prioritize people walking and biking; enhance accessibility 
• Improve existing connections (e.g., 15th Ave NW, Pier 91/Interbay trail) 
• Reduce bridge openings  
• Choose the bridge alternative that will address climate change and long-term use over 

short-term effects 
• Ballard Bridge horn is loud, looking for ways to reduce the noise and improve overall 

quality 
• Add water fountains at the ends of the bridge and benches along the bridge (such as SR 

520) to make it more accessible for people walking and biking, should they need to rest 
(bathroom would be great as well) 

 
The 57 open-ended comments, we received through the online open house, identified similar 
themes: 

• Concerns about the Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI) 
o A handful of comments expressed a dislike for the SPUI design 
o Many comments expressed concern for the mobility of people who walk and bike 

on the SPUI 
o Many comments expressed a dislike for the “freeway” like design 
o Some comments expressed concern for how transit access would function on the 

SPUI 
o Some comments expressed frustration that the SPUI appeared to prioritized 

vehicle traffic 
• Priority for people who walk and bike 

o Many comments like the 14’ wide mixed-use path design 
o Some comments expressed a desire for a 14’ mixed-use path on both sides 



Ballard Bridge Planning Study: Drop-in Summary Report | 11 
 

o Some comments asked that immediate action be taken to improve safety for 
people who walk and bike across the bridge 

o Some comments expressed a desire for improved east-west crossings for people 
who walk and bike 

o Some comments expressed concern for the walkability and bikability of the high 
level alternative 

• Local Connections 
o Many comments expressed a desire to improve bike connections to the Burke 

Gilman and Ship Canal Trail 
o Some people expressed a preference for the low level alternative because it 

maintained connections on the north end 
• Many comments expressed a desire for coordination with Sound Transit and the future 

Link Light Rail 
• Some comments expressed a desire for bus only lanes 
• Some comments expressed a concern for the impacts of climate change 
• Some comments expressed a concern for the visual impact of the high level alternative 
• One comment expressed concern for the negative impact that the high level alternative 

could have on ship canal commerce 
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APPENDIX A: DISPLAY BOARDS 
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APPENDIX B: FACTSHEET 
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APPENDIX C: ONLINE OPEN HOUSE SURVEY 
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APPENDIX D: NOTIFICATIONS 

In addition to the notifications shown below, an email announcement was sent to the project 
listserv, an announcement posted on the webpage, and reminders were posted on the SDOT 
twitter and Facebook accounts. 

MAILER 
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MOBILE DISPLAY 

A trifold display board was placed at Magnolia Library, Queen Anne Library, and Ballard Library 
approximately 2 weeks before the drop-in session. 
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A-FRAME SIGNS 

4 A-Frame signs were placed at the on and off ramps to the Ballard Bridge on October 16, 2019. 
All signs were double-sided to include information for each drop-in session. 

Side 1. Information for Drop-In Session at Peddler Brewing 
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Side 2. Information for Drop-In Session at Peddler Brewing 

 


