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Test Site for DADU 300 Implementation - 4000 sf non conforming lot

Project Description:
This project represents our rm’s effort at participating in the
City of Seattle’s  design competition intended to facilitate 
the construction of smaller scale, more affordable
housing choices for  those in need.  Specically, Seattle is hoping
to encourage the construction of accessory dwelling units, both
attached (ADU) and detached (DADU) as a means of densifying
the otherwise low density SFR zones found throughout the city.

In this particular submission, we focus on two of the ve
categories created by the city:  small footprint DADU’s and
low cost DADU’s.

We set out to design a 300 sf structure that could be implemented
on any size property, including smaller, non-conforming sites
typically found throughout our test neighborhood: Loyal Heights in
NW Seattle.

Our base price for this structure is $1,000.00.  Any work required to
implement the design onto a specic site will be performed at an hourly
rate of $125.00.

Proposed Base Model Materials:
Concrete foundation
TJI oor framing
2x6 stud walls
Pre-man’f roof trusses

Cement ber siding (panel and/or lap)
Cement ber trim
Composition shingle roong w/ridge vents
Vinyl Windows
Galvanized gutters and downspouts

Engineered wood ooring
Porcelain Tile in bathroom
Pre-man’f cabinets - Canyon Creek or sim
Solid surface counters
Euro-style applicances 
Painted gwb 
Fiberglass shower pan with subway wall tile
Paint grade solid core interior doors

Electric wall heaters
On-demand electric water heater
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Project Narrative:
In the following pages you will see documentation of both our base DADU
design as well as a representation of how the base design could be
integrated into a test site with topographic change.

The importance of the test application lies in giving assurance to any 
homeowner that these pre-approved plans will work on their specic property.  
In fact, it will be the unique site conditions and context of each potential
client that informs that nal design.  In our test case, we took a modern twist on 
the massing of the many Earl Mench homes found in the area.

From a low cost perspective, the mere size of the structure lends itself to
affordability.  With the rising cost of construction across our region,
controlling the size of a structure remains the most effective way to
keep costs down.  Also, from a constructability perspective, the use
of roof trusses offer speed of construction and predictability.

Some sustainable methods employed include solar panel generated
electric heat and hot water systems and, depending on the site, there
exists the potential for smart storm water management by integrating 
downspout locations with rain gardens adjacent to the structure.

Privacy, as a design criteria, must be dealt with in a site specic manner.
However, with the ability to mirror the plan in either direction, relocate or
resize windows as needed, we believe this plan has the potential to 
achieve any level of desired privacy for any site.

From a cultural perspective, with the large inux of Asians moving into the region, 
the exibility of our base design can afford client specic modications reecting
standard feng shui beliefs commonly held by people from this region.  
Secondly, merely having the ability to build a DADU allows for multi-generational
living on a single lot. 

Seattle Times full page artice/advertisement from 1940 documenting the efforts of Earl Mench in Ballard
In many ways, this early developer/builder’s approach to providing low and moderate 
cost housing is reminiscent of the city’s efforts with ADU’s today, thus making a Mench 
site the perfect test study for our base design. 
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View from Northwest on Test Site
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DADU 300 Base Design - Floor Plan and Elevations - 3/16” = 1’-0”
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DADU 300 Example Modications - Floor Plan and Elevations - 3/16” = 1’-0”



City of Seattle ADU Competition
February 18, 2020

DADU 300 Base Design - Building Sections - 3/8” = 1’-0”
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DADU 300 Base Design - Interior Elevations - 3/8” = 1’-0”
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Primary Residence

DADU 300

DADU 300 Base Design - Test Site Section - n.t.s.
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View from Southwest on Test Site
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View from Southeast on Test Site




