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Purpose
• This is one of 14 landbanked sites 

acquired to provide additional 
access to open space in identified 
gaps throughout the city. 

• The design will serve as an urban 
plaza, connection to King County 
improvements and will reference the 
South Park Green Space Vision Plan.

• As this fund is for open space, there is 
a 15% max. Limit on impervious 
surfaces within the property lines with 
the exception of pathways and 
surfaces, under canopy of trees.
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Program
• There is no fixed program; program is 

being developed through site 
opportunities and constraints, and 
community input



South Park
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Plaza
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Plaza

South Park neighborhood



Community Vision
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South Park Green Spaces Vision Plan 
(Seattle Parks Foundation, 2013)

Plaza



Community Vision
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Outside Citywide South Park 
Neighborhood Profile, OPCD, 2019

For decades, the community has 
dreamed of a river walk and increased 
open space to increase livability and 
overcome historic inequities.
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Neighborhood Open Space:
Duwamish Shoreline 

Improvements



Nine Block 
Context

9



Zoning and Ownership
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Site
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12 Dallas Avenue S – looking east



137th Ave South site – looking northwest

Hurlen dock

13 Park– looking north



14 Park– looking east



15 S Orr Street – looking south



16 S Orr Street - looking north off site
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Duwamish place name:

Lwalb
“abandoned” {leGelb} for a small 
channel across a flat on the west side of 
the new river. It is an old river channel 
where the river has changed its course

Early Site and Community



Site and Community Evolution

18 Original Brick Road, 14th Avenue S, 2009
Was last remnant of road to Des Moines

Japanese Farmers in South Park 1933

County Line Tavern (formerly Burdick Feed Store), 1958

Bridge no 3179, June 6, 1932



Community Today

South Park today is vibrant and 
diverse but bears an inequitable 
share of pollution from traffic and 
industry and many in the 
community are at high risk for 
displacement and poor health.

Data & Photo Sources: Outside Citywide & 
Duwamish Valley Action Plan

Original Brick Road, 14th Avenue S, 2009

Japanese Farmers in South Park 1933



Community Input
Fall 2019 Duwamish Valley Youth Corps (DVYC)
• SPR staff supported DVYC members in 

preparing a presentation for their 
Environmental Justice Youth Forum

Nov 16th Presentation, South Park Plaza Team
Duwamish Valley Youth Corps (DVYC)

November 16 2019 Public Outreach Event
Including: OPCD/OSE (Duwamish Valley Program 
and Outside Citywide), Office of Housing
• Strong themes were daily activation that will 

keep the park safe, walking/running/biking 
loops (for kids within the park and connecting 
to the Riverwalk), play features, and river 
access.

• Children and adults drew 21 plans for the park, 
many featuring soccer, basketball, and other 
structured games; play equipment; and 
vending.



Community Input

Ongoing Site Activation
• SPR has assisted the community in hosting 

activation events at the site

2019 Lucha Libre Nov 2018 Dia de los Muertos

August 2020 SPR Online Survey and Boards at Site
• Underway Now

January-February 2020 Online Survey
• 49 responses

I'd like to see more than just one 
thing in the plaza. Event Space, 
Art, Open Green Space, River 
Connection, and Vending Space

Green Space that has large 
native conifers for all season air 
quality, noise buffer. A 
connection to the River, and 
Native Duwamish Artwork by local 
Duwamish Artists. 

Vendors and small businesses 
attract people at different times 
of day and really make urban 
plazas vibrant.

[I remember] The County Line 
restaurant, the red brick street, 
the houses that were near there 
that are now gone. The future 
park should tell that this is a 
NEIGHBORHOOD not an industrial 
/waste zone..”

That this is sacred land that the 
Duwamish ought to have access 
to for their canoe events.

Times have changed and 
open space is not valuable if 
it does not serve community 
which has lived here and is 
now being displaced.



Community Design Themes
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Spine
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A formal brick 
plaza recalls 
historic road and 
orients movement 
through park and 
toward the river.



Spine
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Oval
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A large lawn is a 
green community 
center with 
flexible space for 
large events, pick 
up sports, and 
informal 
gatherings.



Oval
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Round
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A formal event 
space oriented 
toward a 
performance 
space and 
bisected by a 
wide brick walk 
for vending.



Round
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Oxbow
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A site sculpted to 
recall the old 
oxbow, with soft 
natural forms 
meeting 
architectural 
hardscapes for 
events and 
vending.



Oxbow
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Next Steps

Questions & Comments
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Spine Oval Round Oxbow
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