DEPARTMENT OF COMN  'ITY DEVELOPMENT LPB 620 R1

[andmarks Preservation Board
Seattle Historic Building Data Sheet |

1. Name (common or present and/or historic) St, Ndicholas Cathedra

Jaohp-Magle's _Add

2. Street and Number 1714 13th Avenue Block 20 7 Lot _3 Year Built 1L232-38
3. Present Owner T"iu?sianﬂﬂrthodox Churclpresent Use church
OQutside of Russia, MNsuYaork
4.  Interim Ownerl(s) . . — _ Interim Use(s) :
1976~ mortgage by Pacific First Federal §. and L. 1310 4th Ave
5.  Original Owner —_SZ2TE Original Use same
6.  Architect — Ivan Palmov Builder parishiaonsrs
7.  Assessed Value:  Building 36,760 Land 25,600 Assessors File No. 0 00=53001-0910
8.  Classification:
(3 Building [ Public X Occupied Open to Public:
O site (% Private L1 Unoccupied [® Yes
O Structure (1 Both [ Preservation work [ No .
0 Object in progress Hours 28TYV1CES only
0 Other [ Threatened by
demolition
O Unknown
9, Neighborhood Information:
A, Compatibility With Neighborhood c. Architecturally Strong Neighborhood
Structure Yes X No — Comments An older neighhorhand
of small homes, now some
Use L (5 WO T, - _ multiple dwellings. St. N
is in good scale with its
B. Importance to Neighborhood neioghbors.
Great
Moderate — %
Minor

10. Special Research Sources {Be Specific, list name or item and where found)

no

mr., Sergei Kalfov, 1815 E. John, Seattls, 598112

museum of History and Industry, Sealttle City directories

11. Cross Street Reference

12. Photos Attached & Photographer LPG officz, John Jochman




Page Two

13. Physical Description

A. Style Archltecture ) ) ) E. Exterior Desecreation of
liti" 7 Russian U Original Design
None or little s
B. Construction Material Moderate amount
frame construction, with tan Considerable
rick facing
camoosition Tosf
G No. of Stories F.  Architectural worth at

Example of Its Style

two stories

Exceptional
D. Condiﬂon Exce”ent A
Excellent Ggod
Good % neads rspainting Fair
o — Poor

Pool —— — .

G. Notable Features: (Be specific, i.e., detailing, craftsmanship, proportions, materials, colors, interior, etc.

. Refer to Gundelmes of gewdmarks Preservation Board).
Interior SRS Witn many icons etvached to walls and stands

5+ . Nicgholas is a Russian Orthodox cathedral of the 16th Century
tradition, modified. It is generally square with a small rectanqgular
nortico at the west, front, entrance. -

The building is of frame construction, faced with tan brick, with a
compaosition roof, and colored panes in the side windows. The
roof is galvani Zed tin sheathing painted blue. Front facia on the
portico is & double arch with two corner vase=shaped columns on
rectangular buses. The tiny onion dome on the portico roof is
repeated on the top of the octagonal brick tower immediately to the
raar of the DDf*lco, on its octagonal spire which is adorned with
small "gables". Atop tha C’“”qu- portion of the building is a
large central gold onion dome. Four blue onion domes stand at
four corners on three- segmented ehlftb. The domes reprﬂsunu Ch
and the four Apostles. Each dome is capped with an eastsrn cros
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nart of the central upper portion of the brick f
sainted tan. A small dentil detail of brick =zpp
front corners and continues around the sides of
the eave line. The building sits on & concrete
crawl space belou. The outer line of the windouws,
reflects the onion shape of the domes; whils the in
sre rectangular, with sets of 12 or 16 lights.
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Page Three

14. Significance

A.  Major Significance B.  Level of Significance
o Historical 0O MNational
£ Architectural O State
O Engineering B Community
X Cultural

0 Geographical
O Archaeological

~umbars rafer to numbers of the criteria:

C: Statement of Significance (Be specific, history, personages events, etc.)
s+ . Nicholas is the foocal structure of the Russian Orthodox Churech
Qutside Russia in th S3eattle area, and indeed in the Horthuwest. Tha
momhers of this congrege rgn:iy gppused Lo the present
regime in the LJ:R. . ol elf is readily identifieble to
nembers and passersby alike as z BRussian cathedral, by ils Russian
style onion domes.

The Russian community had establishesd a church (3t. Spiriden) an

| akeview Boulevard in 1898, Tllost of the cangragation were emigrants
from Russia after the death of Alexander III in 1894. 1In the early
years, the church was listed as Greek—Russian in the 3eattle city
directory. But by 123 a Greek church was Dﬁt blished at Yals and
Thomas, and the Russian church remained on Lakeview Boulevard, The
Russian community, however, was itself splitting, over the authority
of the church and the possible reconqnition aof the new regime in the
1558, During the 1920's the mors conseepvative members, and the new
refugees of the Communist revolution, disagreed on theology with the
more moderate members. Oy 1933, by mutual disagreement on theology,
5:t., Spiridon was listed as besing located on Lekeuiﬂu 30u1°uard and
3. Nicholas had separated ﬂn# was temporarily on E. fiarion 3t reet

4 court battle ensued over the original chureh propbrty, and eventually
the decision closed the original structure. It remained standing
until the construction of the I-5 freeway. Ffrom 1835 on, St. Nicholas
is listed at its present location on 13th. The 53t. Nicholas Cathadrzl
was built in the orthodox tradition, construction taking place from
1932 to its completion in 1832. Donations to the church came from
Orthodox church members in various parts of the United States, and

the structure remains the stronghold of the conservative Russian
community. St. Hicholas' mambership is about 10U ilies, descen=
dants of Russian rsfugees and also aof refugses throuagh China,
and Europe.
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5 as designed by a membar of the congregation, Ivan Palmov,
as a memorial to MNichalas II, last Czzr of Russia. The conﬂreggtwmn ’
raised 319,000 toward the structure. GBonstruction began in 1932,
and was Cﬁ;plSth in 1938, in a race with the construction of 5t.
3oiridon. To have the church built by the parishionars was a nsau
concept to Russian Orthodoxy: churchas in Russia wers always buillt
Surveyor Signature b Date

Reviewed:

Historic Preservation Officer Date
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Page Three

14. Significance

A. Major Significance
0 Historical
O Architectural
O Engineering
O Cultural
O Geographical
O Archaeological

B. Level of Significance
O National
0 State
0 Community

G Statement of Significance (Be specific, history, personages, events, etc.)

F'lmﬂb

hut

her

there

]

by the Czarist govsern = tl U.5s was no such
association of church and state. Its construction thus is traditional
in style yet innovative in h ving bee exescuted by the parishioners.
3ince its ersction, 5%. Micholas has been wall established as a
notable feature of the neighbornhood, well loved for its architectural
style and foreign tradition. The nelghborhoad supports its activ-—
ities by attending the annual bazaars.
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CITY OF SEATTLE

LPB 1946

I .andmarks Preservation Board

Nomination Form

NAME {present]

A Nichohs athedial

( ‘;m Ve )

{historic)

ADDRESS

N4 134h, Quenue |, Sattle

NOMINATION AS:
X Building

O site

O Structure
[ District
[J Object

NOMINATED UNDER CRITERIA (ORDINANCE 102229)

N{H has significant character, interest or value, as

part of the development, heritage or cuitural
characteristics of the City, State or Nation; or is
associated with the life of a person significant in the
past; or

12} is the site of an historic event with a significant
effect upon society; or

(3) exemplifies the cultural, political, economic,
social or historic heritage of the community; or

[J(4) portrays the environment in an era of history
characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or

}a{5} embodies those distinguishing characteristics of
. architectural-type or engineering specimen; or

N0M|NEE__EZ?1[ D. wt/’i wvin HFO
address ,,/j @U’ 0'? j/r m‘l’? [0’1’? &) {ﬂ[‘/{(}ﬂ
583 -44F

phone
J AV s
Reviewed —= —- Y
P Historjc Preservation Off}eer
| M | A4
date b | yi f St

T 2 C, J

DEC 1 21974

35 I iy
ks

[1(6) is the work of a designer whose individual work

has significantly influenced the development of
Seattle; or

O (7) contains elements of design, detail, materials or
praftsmanshqp which  represent a  significant
innovation; or

[ (8) by being part of or related to a square, park or
other distinctive area, should be developed or
preserved according to a plan based on a historic
cultural or architectural motif; or '

ﬁ{g} owi_ng to its unigue location or singular physical
cbaracterlstm, represents an established and familiar
visual feature of the neighborhood, community or
city; or

[J(10) has vielded, or may be likely to vyield,
information important in pre-history or history.

NOMINATION DATE Nvew bt 27; 1914

BOARD SPONSOR

Ge

date
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