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T andmarks Preservation Board

atile Historic Building Data Sheet

Se

Name (common or present and/or historic)

1. Paramount Theatre (SEF ATTACHED REGISTER
NOMINATION FORM)
2. Street and Number Block Lot Year Built
3. Present Owner Present Use
4, Interim Owner(s) Interim Use(s)
5. Original Owner Original Use
6. Architect Builder
7. Assessed Value: Building tand — . Assessors File No.
8. Classification:
0O Building 0 Public O Occupied Open to Public:
Osite (1 Private O Unoccupied O Yes
O Structure [ Both O Preservation work O No
[ Object in progress Hours
(0 Other [ Threatened by
demaolition
O Unknown
9. Neighborhood Information:
A. Compatibility With Neighborhood C. Architecturally Strong Neighborhood
Structure Mes e o WD ' Comments
Use Yes No —.
B. Importance to Neighborhood
Great
Moderate
Minor
10. Special Research Sources (Be Specific, list name or item and where found)
11. Cross Street Reference l \ ‘ \
12. Photos Attached & Photographer
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MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES .
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM :

i-EN FRY DATE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIiONAL PARK SERVICE

S5TATE:
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15
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COUNT Y-

King
FDI NPS

USE ONLY

!
!

SN S P —)

(Type all ealries - complete applicadic sections) i
C OMMOMN .
Paramount Theatre i
AND/GR HISTORIC: :
{2, LOCATION _ i
| 3TREET AND NUMBER: '
901 Pine Street :
CITY OR TOWMN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 1
Seattle #7 - Honorable Brock - Adams :
STATE CoDE |COUNTY: ceme :
Washington 53 ing 033 i
[3. CLASSIFICATION = e el
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLF
o 5TATUS O

(Chock Ona) OURERSHIP * TH THE FURLIC
[2] Distriet 5] Suilding (O] Publie Public Acquisition: C;‘i Qceupied Yes: :
3 sire [ Structure [U% Private (7] In Process [T} Unoecupiad 3] Reawicrad :
] Objact ] Beth {J Being Considorad {J) Preservarian work L) Unessaictod E
) in progress ll:] Ho
]
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriata) e
T3 Agricultural ] Government O Poarx [ Transportation L3 Commants !
' [0 Commarcial 3O industrial [ Priveie Residence ] Osher (Specity) .|

L] Educoticenal [ Military [} Raligicus i

TR Entertainment 0 Museum [} Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY & 7"

Seattle

Washington

[OWNERS NAME: “iT" .
A. H. Clise, Paramount Building Corp of Seattle Inc. §is
STREZET AND NUMBER!: = LE £ £ i‘g'
300 Securities Building, 3rd at Stewart Street s
ICITY OR TOWNE STATE!: 1 GODF 1;:..
[ Seattle Washington 53...3
S LGCATIONOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION = ~ihin v oo Bt .
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: T
King County Administration Building, Assessor's Office "
STRELET AND NUMBKR: l:_'
4th Avenue.and.James Street s
CITY OR TOWN: STATE —l—CGI'.‘iE !

53 |

o

PRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS - " )

TITLE OF SURVEY:
Mone

DATE CF SURVEY:

[C] Fedaral [0} State

[ County

[ Local

L&

IDEFOSITORY FOA SURVEY RECARODS:

GTREET AND NMUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
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[7. DESCRIPTION

f ! (Check Qne)

— ] Eacellant o Gasd_“ {3 Fair ] Detarioratad (3 Ruina |3 iJnexposed
(Check One) ' (Check One)
[ Altered 0 Unoltered ] Moved # Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Paramount Theatre of Seattle, along with a sister structure ia
Portland, is a variation of the Paramount Theatre in New York City.
Seattie's Paramount was designed by Northwest architects Marcus Pritteca
and F. J. Peters. Financing was arranged through the W. S. Hammond
Company (New York) by L. N. Rosenpaum of Seattle. Adolph Zukor, a
well~known leader in the £ilm industry at the time, assisted in the
develcpnent.

Standing from five to eight stories high, this dominant rectilinear
structure covers nearly half of a city block. Construction kegan in
1926, and little expense was spared. The theatre opened on the night
of March 1, 1928. '

The front of the building stands eight stories high whereas the remainin
sections are five stories. The front facade borders Pine Street and
the long side faces 9th Avenue. The main entrance has a central box
office flanked on each side by three multipaned double doors. Ancther
similar set of doors behind these form an entry lock. A triangular
marquee projects over the front, and three large semi-circular windows
rise above the entrance. The remainder of the first story facing Pirne
Street is occupied by a cafe and tavern.

Rows of windows are located on the higher stories on two sides of the

building. Balustrades, cartouches, multipaned windows, decorativa

trefoil arches, frieze bands, fancy cornices and cresting distinguish

the building and create a light textured appearance against the dark
 red brick, o :

The lower two stories on the 9th Avenue side are coverad with stone
tile, which.is‘accentuated,by cartouches, decorated frieze bands,
ornamental cornices, and three large semi-circulax archways. Wrought=
iron fire escapes form a maze-like texture against the red brick on
the rear portion of this side. '

The back of the building has a faded advertisement painted on the

upper portion which advertises the Paramount Thaatre. While the maj-
..ority of.themtheatrewis_well_execnted;”the_ﬂllﬁymﬁideuiﬁ.FYPiQal.fﬁllﬁYr
with various loading docks, fire escapes, and utility outlets,

‘The interior of the theatre is done in blues, golds, and browns creatin
a rich luxurious decor. Entering the foyer from the entry lock, stairs
curve down from the first story balcony along beige and black panelled
marble walls. ZIronwork railings capped with woed complete the elegance
of these stairways. A large crystal and gold chandelier is suspended

from the ceiling of the three-story foyer and is eye level with ths
first story balcony.

ﬁihe foyer extends into an area with a lowered ceiling where another
chandelier-hangs from the coffered roof. is area leads into the

1®
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- Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Washington

" NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRUNTY

Xing

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR 2P5 USE ONLT

EMTRY NUMBEFR I DATE

(Coatinuation Sheet) ‘

(Number ali ont:lec)

#7 - Description
Paramount Theatre

four-story grand foyer whera two more cxrystal and gold chandeliers hang
from the rose, green, and gold decorated ceiling.

The north or Pine Street wall consists of five mirrors separated by marble
panels, and the opposing wall across the foyer is a series of arches
leading under the fixst story balcony to the auditorium. More balconies
occur for three more stories fronting on the grand foyer and reflected by
tha mirrors. Walls are generxally gold and have panels defined by rolding
strips. Archways have hanging drzpery which soften the interior. The
auditorium's decorative inverted domes, balconies, curtainings, and deeply
carved surfaces create distortion-free sound. Seating is increasingly
steen the further away from the stage. Twin bronze and crystal chandeliezs
flank the stage and weigh 1,900 pounds each, contain thousands of crystals,
and require a total of 3,500 watts. The whole aura of the interior is one
of richness and extravagance, where believing in make-believe becomes pes=
sible. '

G0 F2i.724
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B SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or Mors 83 Appeupriste) }
[ Pre-Columbian} [C) i6th Cantury ] 18th Century =
O 15th Century 1 17th Century Cl 19th Ceatury

201h Century

SPECIFIC DATELS) (If Applicable and Known) 1928

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock Onw or Mora a3 Appropriste)

Aboriginal < © [ Education [l Potiticat " T € ] Dl Pimies
[0 Prehistoric [] Enginecring [} Religion/Phi- ] Orher (Spuciinh
[0 Historie ] Industry * losophy

(O Agriculture {3 lavention [ Science

(& Architecturs . [ Londscope [0 Sculpture

O Arnt . Architecture 1 Social/Human-

[ Commerce [ Lireroture itarian

O Colmmunicﬁﬁoni [ Militery &l Theater

[ Censervation L}_Q‘ Musie ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

desperately to believe in make-believe.

- gepression. Thus, after the end of the 1920's, there wa
continue backing this style of theatre construction. O

cities. Seattle, however, still has a numbex of these e
to the efforts of the American pPipe Organ Society.
In the field of entertainment, the paramount has always

for modexn rock concexts, although lately the Paramount
return of symphonies, organ concerts, and road shows.

exterior;Ithe,quamount‘Theatra remains ‘today as'a fine-

f The Paramount Theatre is representative of an era in showmanship when
the design and decoration of the movie house was an integral extension
of the aura of make-believe that was produced on the stage and screen.
No expense was spared to create this fantasy for the american public.
Ben Eall, in his book The Best Remaining Seats (1961) has stated:

it was a brief era, as golden ages 9o swept in on a
floodtide of splender, fantastic architecture, music, laughter
and dreams. It began and ended in the decade that lay between
prehibition and Depression and it brought pleasure and escape
£yrom boredom to a whole ganeration of Americans who wanted

Marcus Pritteca, already known for his adroit construction of Fantages
Theatres, adapted Seattle's Paramount design'f:om'a-Paramount Theatxe
in New York City. Pritteca's design skillfully allowed the patron )
to cbsexrve increasingly more of the elaborate building as the patron S
proceeded through the showhouse. In effect, the visual architecture
was intended to b2 no small part of the theatrical impact.

The Paramount opened March 1, 1928, just before the great »crash" and

3 no money to
er the years,

theatres of this type have all but disappeared from most large American

laborate shov=

'houses;“among'which'tha"Paramount“19wone—of-the-mmrE"outstanding.
Furthermoxe,. an...ox.igin.al_,pip_e_.prgan_,-_huilt__by_wjzr.l_i__t_.zar-: expressly for
the Paramount, is still intact and in excellent condition, largely due ]

drawn out-

standing performers and productions. An example would be the elahorata’
Fanchon and Marco Revues of Vaudeville. Currently it is the ceantex

has seen the

With excellent acoustics, an extravagant “intericr, and a well-exacuted

oxanple of

= 5 ---byqone“architecturE'and'stands as—a—tribute to the talant of Marcus

Pritteca. ) .
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[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Hall, Ben.

The Best Remaining Seaks.

New Work: C. N. Potter, 13%61.

1928.

Krahl, Bob, authority on theatres and sound engineexr for stage shows.

Seattle Times, February 19, February 21, February 23, aﬁd February

29,

[i;lt> 'GEOGRAPHICAL DATA oA L TR bR e
L.LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 1 LATITUNE &ND LONGITIDE COORDIMNATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROVERTY DEFINING Thue LENTIZR POINI OF A PROPERTY
| OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degroes Minutes Seconds | Degraes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degress Minutes Seconds
NW -] » ™ o 0 » [+] . L] o . -
47 36 49 122 19 47
NE o ] - -} ] -
SE [-] 3 » R v -
oW [ . ° © [ ® |
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: One
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY DOUNDARIES .
STATE: CODE couu'rv ' CONE
STATE: e CODE | COUNTY: ; cgDE
= i "
s
STAYVE: coDE | COUNTY: COUE
e --"'-""
STATE: " coDE | COUNTY: coos
{11 FORM-PREPARED.BY.

NAME AND TITLE: i ‘
Erma Gain {Mrs. Fred S. )

OHGANIZATION

" P e

"ISTREET AND NUMBER:

4505 Lzke Washlnqton Boulevard N.E.

CITY OR TOWMN:

'L(lrkland - ‘-' red o

5TATE .

CODE
Washington 53

T STATE:LIAISON-OFFICER: csam—xcamm

NATIONAL: REGISTER VERIFICATION. ~

. ﬁ/z«:%@ /_::

i
]

) A5 the des 1gnaied State Liaisﬁn Off';'c:er for the Na-

" tional Hxstonc Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
&6 66'5) I hereby nominate this pmperty for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has-been

level of significance of this nomination is:

Natioral [ Stote (] Local ¥

Name

avaluated according tg the criteria. and procedures set
forth by the National Park Sew:ce. The recommended

Cuurlea H. angaari//

Thh Dlrector - Washington State

fa{’?éf// ,((/(«6{’("// (/4////

Parks & Recreation Commission

_ 177

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Reglister.

Director, Oflice of Archeology and Historic Pronervation

Duate
ATTEST:

Heepor of The National Registor
Date -
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