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1. INTRODUCTION

This Landmark Nomination Report provides information regarding the architectural design and historical
significance of two separate school buildings occupying a site addressed at 7201 Beacon Avenue S in the
Beacon Hill neighborhood of Seattle, Washington. The oldest existing building on the site was designed
and constructed in 1909 by District Architect Edgar Blair. The other building on the site was designed
and constructed in 1950 by the firm of Jones & Bindon. The building was not documented on the Seattle
Historic Resources survey. The Johnson Partnership prepared this report at the request of Seattle Public
Schools.

1.1 Background

The City of Seattle’s Department of Construction and Development (SDCI)—formerly the Department
of Planning and Development—through a 1995 agreement with the Department of Neighborhoods,
requires a review of “potentially eligible landmarks” for commercial projects over 4,000 square feet in
area. As any proposed alterations or demolition of the subject building described within this report will
require a permit from DCI, the owner is providing the following report to the staff of the Seattle
Landmarks Preservation Board (LPB) to resolve the property’s status.

To be eligible for nomination as a City of Seattle Landmark, a building, object, or structure must be at
least 25 years old, have significant character, interest, or value, the integrity or ability to convey its
significance, and it must meet one or more of the following six criteria (SMC 25.12.350):

A. Itis the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic event with a significant
effect upon the community, city, state, or nation.

B. Itis associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history of the city,
state, or nation.

C. Itis associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, or economic
heritage of the community, city, state, or nation.

D. It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, period, or method of
construction.

E. Itis an outstanding work of a designer or builder.

F. Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrast of siting, age, or scale, it is an easily
identifiable feature of its neighborhood or the city and contributes to the distinctive quality or
identity of such neighborhood or city.

1.2 Methodology

Larry E. Johnson, AIA, Principal, Ellen F. C. Mirro, AIA, Katherine Jaeger, and Audrey N. Reda of The
Johnson Partnership, 1212 NE 65th Street, Seattle, completed research on this report between September
and October 2018. The document was updated in January 2019 in response to Department of
Neighborhoods staff comments. Research was undertaken at the Puget Sound Regional Archives, Seattle
Department of Construction and Inspections, Seattle Public Library, the Museum of History and
Industry, and the University of Washington Special Collections Library. Research also included review of
Internet resources, including HistoryLink.com, and the Seattle Times digital archive, available through the
Seattle Public Library. Buildings and site were inspected and photographed on Sept 13, 2018 to document
the existing conditions.
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2. PROPERTY DATA

Historic Building Names: Van Asselt Grammar School/Van Asselt Elementary
Current Building Name: Original Van Asselt

Address: 7201 Beacon Avenue S

Location: South Beacon Hill

Assessor’s File Number: 5129000050 & 2824049028

Legal Description:

Lots 1 through 7 inclusive Maplewood subdivision of Lot 42 Somerville, according to the plat thereof
recorded in Volume 11 of Plats page 52 records of King County, Washington.

Lots 1 through 12 inclusive, Lathrop’s unrecorded addition of Somerville tracts. That portion of
Government Lot 9 lying east of Military Road, except any portion thereof lying west of the easterly
margin of Seattle Freeway, also except the north 30 feet thereof for street purposes.

Together with vacated S. Orchard Street Vacation Ordinance #78535, vacated 28% Avenue S Vacation
Ordinance #7853 and #78862.

Except portion deeded for Shaffer Avenue S, D.O. #78536.
Dates of Construction
building 1: 1909 w/ 1940 addition
building 2: 1950
Original /Present Use: School
Original /Present Owner: Seattle Public School District
Original Designer 1909: Edgar Blair
Original Designer 1950: Jones & Bindon
Original Builder 1909: Peder Gjarde
Original Builder 1950: Cawdrey & Vemo
Zoning: SF5000
Property Size: 204,182 st or 9.45 acres
Building Size

Building 1: 15,758 sf
Building 2: 55,390 sf
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3. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION
3.1 Location & Neighborhood Character'

The subject building is located in the portion of Beacon Hill identified by the Seattle City Clerk as South
Beacon Hill. The greater Beacon Hill area is made up of four neighborhoods: North Beacon Hill, Mid
Beacon Hill, Holly Park, and South Beacon Hill. South Beacon Hill is a 1.37-square-mile residential
neighborhood, mostly zoned for single-family development, with pockets of low-rise development and
only two areas of neighborhood commercial-zoned areas along Beacon Avenue S. These nodes are
located at Beacon Avenue S and S Graham Street and Beacon Avenue S and S Myrtle Street, including
two lots directly across the street from the subject site zoned NC1-30.2 Low-rise zoning includes the New
Holly development in the Holly Park neighborhood.

South Beacon Hill is less densely populated than the city as a whole, with approximately 5,133 people per
square mile, and a racially diverse population with a minority white population, Asians are the most
represented race, and significant percentages of black and Hispanic.3 Although there are houses in the
neighborhood dating from before 1939, a major building boom between 2000 and 2004 accounts for
25% of the South Beacon Hill housing stock.* The average estimated value of both detached and
attached houses in South Beacon Hill is little more than half the citywide average prices.> The Chief
Sealth Trail, opened in 2007, runs along a green belt to the east of the subject site, along a Seattle City
Light transmission right-of-way.¢ The Seattle Police Department South Precinct is located one block east
of the subject site on S Myrtle Street.

Designated City of Seattle Landmarks in the Beacon Hill neighborhood include: the former U.S. Marine
Hospital/Pacific Medical Center (1932, Bebb & Gould with John Graham & Co.), Fire Station #13
(1928, architect unknown), Cleveland High School (1927, Floyd Naramore), Cheasty Boulevard South
(Olmsted Brothers), the Black Property (now known as Katie Black's Garden, 1914), and Beacon Hill
First Baptist Church (1910, Ellsworth Storey). See figures 1-6.

3.2 Site
3.2.1 Site Description

The subject site is irregularly shaped and includes two vacated streets, 28" Avenue S and S Orchard
Street. It comprises two separate tax parcels: no. 2824049028 to the west and no. 5129000050 to the east.
The site is bounded by Beacon Avenue S on the northeast, S Myrtle Street on the north, and Interstate 5
to the west. A portion of the subject lot's eastern property line abuts a lot owned by the Beacon Avenue
Church of God, and the southern property line abuts residential lots. Approximate site measurements are
as follows: 370 feet along S Myrtle Street, 609 feet along Beacon Avenue S, 223 feet along the eastern
property line, 517 feet along the southern property line, 500 feet along the angled property line abutting
the freeway to the southwest, and 337 feet along the western property line. The 1909 building is located
on a southern portion of the site, the 1950 building stretches along the eastern and northern portions of
the site abutting Beacon Avenue S and S Myrtle Street, with grassy areas separating the building from the
street. A playfield is located on the western half of the site. The site contains several parking and vehicle
access areas. A gravel parking area is located on the southern end of the site in front of the 1909 building.

1 Adapted from "Wing Luke Elementary, Landmark Nomination Report,”" The Johnson Partnership, 2016 (unpublished).

2 This includes the soon-to-be-demolished former H & K Foods building (1957, Benjamin Woo).

3 City-data.com, “Races in South Beacon Hill,” http://www.city-data.com/neighborhood/South-Beacon-Hill-Seattle-WA.html
(accessed September 2018).

4 City-data.com, http://web6.seattle.gov/DPD/Maps/dpdgis.aspx (accessed June 1, 2016). Seattle GIS,
http:/ /web6.seattle.gov/DPD/Maps/dpdgis.aspx (accessed June 1, 2016).

5 City-data.com, “Housing Prices,” http://www.city-data.com/neighborhood/South-Beacon-Hill-Seattle-WA.html (accessed
September 2018)

6 Seattle Department of Transportation, “Chief Sealth Trail,” http:/ /www.seattle.gov/ transportation/ chiefseal thtrail. htm.
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There are two smaller paved areas: one in the northeastern corner adjacent to the boiler and utility area,
and one in the northwestern corner of the site. As of 2018 two double portable classrooms were located
on the southeastern portion of the site. Brick retaining walls bound the site as the street slopes to the east
along S Myrtle Street and as the site slopes to the south along Beacon Avenue S. The parking strip
includes mature street trees. See figures 7-11.

3.2.2 Documented Site Alterations

Originally the site was bounded by Orchard Street to the north, and, to the east, an ungraded street that
intersected with Beacon Avenue S. As is the nature of public school sites, there have been numerous
additions and removals of portable buildings to the site over the years. Of note is the toilet building
added to the site in 1911, as the 1909 building did not originally include toilets. Sometime during the
1920s, perhaps in 1928, a portable building was added for a lunchroom, as the original building also
lacked a communal eating space. The northern and western portions of the site were added in 1949 and
the roads were vacated at that time. In 1950 an additional building was added to the site, as described
below. The synthetic turf field was added in 2007.

Recorded Permits & SPS records:

Date | Description Designer Permit #
1909 | Build School [see below] Edgar Blair
1911 | Build toilet building 17x25 Edgar Blair 107153
1911 | Locate 12 portable classrooms NA
1924 | Build 10x12 one-story building 232553
1928 | build [illegible...perhaps portable lunchroom] 275120
1942 | Install portable classroom 25x62 NA
1943 | 3 classroom building Naramore & Brady | NA
1950 | Build School [see below] Jones & Bindon
1950 | Install storage tank 403424
1952 | Grading and fencing SPS Maintenance NA
1953 | Build portable classroom 422776
1954 | Build 4 portable classrooms 427822
1955 | Move existing portable to site 437405
1956 | Remove portable from site 4463381
1957 | Move existing portable to site 456820
1958 | Move existing portable to site 466525
1960 | Move existing portable to site 484511
1962 | Move existing portable to site 498805
1965 | Remove portable from site 513524
1966 | Construct single classroom portable 519457
1966 | Remove portable from site 519847
1967 | Move existing portable to site 524178
1970 | Install 100" concrete wall along Beacon Ave § SPS Facilities NA
1970 | Move existing portable to site 538095
1975 | Alter sewer lines to old building NA
1977 | Pave playground SPS Facilities NA
Cuykendall, Iles &
1980 | Add concrete walk (angled walk to front entry) Assoc. NA
2007 | Playfield renovation F.E. Tompkins NA
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Studio Meng
2012 | Renovate play-chip area Strazzara

2018 | Install 2 double classroom portables 6669176-CN

3.3 Building 1: 1909, 1940 addition
3.3.1 Building Structure & Exterior Features

The two-story wood-framed building has a full basement and a hipped roof with a cross gable at the
eastern entry of the main block, which was constructed in 1909. A one-story addition on the western side
was constructed in 1940. The 1909 building measures approximately 82' north-south by 32' east-west and
is approximately 51'-6" from finished grade to the main roof ridge. The 1940 addition overall measures
approximately 16 feet tall and 133'-3" north-south by approximately 37'-8" east-west, slightly ovetlapping
the 1909 portion of the building. The central entry, at ground level midway between the basement level
and first floor, is defined by a porch capped with a gable roof and a projecting central bay capped with
the cross-gable roof. The hipped roof is crowned with a ventilation cupola. Originally the main ridge of
the hipped roof and the lower ridge of the cross gable were capped with a simple galvanized iron ridge
crest. Typical materials include parge-coated concrete at basement level, horizontally scored at one-inch
increments, with diagonal scoring at the window heads; painted wood lap siding with four-inch exposure;
stucco at the infill of the half-timbering; a gray asphalt shingle roof; painted metal gutters; and wood sash
windows. As of 2018 all windows were covered with painted plywood at the exterior. See figures 12-14.

The eastern facade is primary. The central entry bay, capped with a 12-in-12 pitch gable roof, is 24' wide
and projects 0' to the east. The entry porch is approximately 19'-4" wide and 10'-10" deep, with a 6-in-12
pitched gable roof. Basement windows, five on either side of the entry bay, are 3'-6" wide, 6' tall, and
spaced 1'-8" apart, with original six-over-two wood sashes. A painted wood water table caps the
basement wall, and wood siding with mitered corners clads the upper two floors. There are five ganged
windows at each floor level on cither side of the central bay. The windows measure 4' wide by a little over
9" tall with 14" mullions, and comptise two-over-two wood sash windows with six-light transoms. A
cornice board rings the upper portion of the wall, and exposed fancy-cut rafter tails form a 2' overhang of
the main hipped roof. See figure 15.

The wall plate height of the central entry bay is approximately 3' lower than that of the main volume, and
the ridge of the cross gable is also approximately 3' lower than that of the main roof ridge. The main
entry consists of two sets of 5'-8" wide double doors with eight light transoms. Ganged 6-over-2 wood
sash windows are located at each floor level of the central bay. The middle-level windows are 6'-0" tall by
3'-6" wide with 14" mullions. Upper-level windows are approximately 6'-6" tall by 3'-6" wide with 14"
mullions. The upper level of the central bay is half-timbered with stucco infill. A tapered half-timber
beam with dentils spans the bay at the window head. A small casement window with two six-light sashes
is centered in the pediment of the gable end and framed by half-timbering.

The entry porch is supported on three 10"-by-10" wooden columns spaced 1'-3" apart, with each inner
column tied to the corner column by two horizontal wood members at the top of each column. The
original design also called for two horizontal wooden members at the lower portion of the columns.
Curved wooden brackets connect the inner column to the main beam, which is tapered with dentils at the
upper edge. Stucco with half-timbering fills in the gable end of the porch. See figure 16.

The northern and southern facades of the 1909 portion of the building are almost identical, with typical
wall finishes. There are three wood sash windows at the basement level, spaced 1'-8" apatt, and centered
in each facade. There is one window at each of the upper floors, located approximately 1'-11" from the
western corner of the wall. The windows are 3'-0" wide and approximately 7'-5" tall at the first floot, and
7'-0" at the second floor. The 1940 addition adjoins the 1909 portion of the building at the western end.
See figures 17 & 20.

The two halves of the 1940 addition's eastern fagade are symmetrical on either side of the 1909 portion
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of the building, although the addition itself is not symmetrical. The addition is clad in 4" exposure wood
siding, and has a flat roof with a parapet and metal cap flashing. The addition has two entry doors: one
on the northern end of the eastern fagade, and one on the southern end of the eastern fagade. The entry
doors are covered by a hip-roofed porch covered with standing seam metal roofing. Plywood-clad cheek
walls enclose the porch, angle back to the doors at approximately 15 degrees, and bear a decorative motif
of a circle under vertical lines at the top of the wall. The double doors originally had a 6-light panel in
each and a 6-light transom. The wall portion of the wall housing the entry doots is 11'-4" long, then the
wall returns to the west (the as part of the northern facade on one side, and part of the southern facade
on the other) and contains two 3'-6" wide, 5'-6" tall, six-over-six wood sash windows. The eastern facade
of the 1940 addition on the northern end stretches 14'-10" further with a blank wall. The remaining
portion of the northern fagade of the 1940 addition is an approximately 26'-2"-long blank wall. The
castern fagade of the 1940 addition on the southern end stretches approximately 6'-8" with a blank wall.
The remaining portion of the southern facade of the 1940 addition is an approximately 26'-2" wall with
two centrally located 3'-4" wide, 5'-6" tall, 6-over-6 wood sash windows spaced 1'-2" apart. See figures
17-18.

The western facade comprises several portions. The 1909 portion of the building is visible at the upper
two floors. Originally this facade contained a set of three centrally located two-over-two wood sash
windows with six light transoms at each of the upper two floors. The brick chimney is located to the
north of these windows. A scuttle is visible at the center of the roof. In 1940, the windows at the first
floor were removed, along with the southernmost window on the second floor. See figure 19.

The 1940 addition consists of a collection of rectangular volumes. The largest of these are the ground-
level hotizontal volumes of the two added classrooms, one on the north and one on the south. Between
those sits the western facade of the original, 1909 boiler room, and a 1940 addition above the boiler
room. Behind and overlapping the boiler room and the southern classroom sits a two-story addition for a
second egress stair. In 2002, another volume was added north of the southern classroom, connecting to
the two-story egress stair, containing an elevator. This vertical addition extends up above the roofline of
the stair addition, and includes a two-story wing wall stretching approximately 10' to the west, defining
the entry to the elevator volume.

Fenestration on the 1940 portion of the western facade consists of three types of windows: those at the
classrooms, those at the offices above the boiler room, and those at the egress stair. At each of the
classrooms a set of five 4'-4"-wide, 8'-9"-tall six-over-six wood sash windows are mulled together with 1'-
2" mullions, and are located beginning approximately 3'-5" from the northern corner of each classroom
volume. A sixth 4'-4"-wide, 8'-9"-tall, six-ovet-six wood sash window is located approximately 4'-0" to
the south of each of the grouping of five windows. (These windows light the cloakrooms at the interior.)
On the northern classroom volume, the wall turns the corner approximately 1'-2" south of this sixth
window. The southern fagade of the northern classroom volume is blank and covered with typical wood
cladding. At the southern classtoom volume, a blank wall stretches approximately another 13'-6" to the
south before turning the corner to the southern fagade of this volume, described above. The central
portion of the western facade is recessed to the east approximately 16'-0" from the western walls of the
classroom volumes. The northern twelve feet of this central portion is the same 16'-0" height as the
classroom volumes. It contains one 4'-4" wide 8'-9" tall six-over-six wood sash window located
approximately 1'-9" from the northern inside corner of the central portion of the facade. A portion of the
original 1909 western boiler room fagade is still apparent at the ground level. The boiler room contains a
steel-lined (fireproof) access door and a steel sash window with a nine-light hopper and a penetration for
a metal duct above it. Originally the boiler room measured 32'-0" north-south. Today approximately 10'-
0" of the southern portion of this facade is obscured by the 2002 elevator addition, which projects to the
west approximately 15'-6". In 1940, offices were added above the boiler room, tising approximately 4'-6"
above the parapet of the classroom volumes. Three of the 3'-wide, 5'-6"-tall, six-over-six wood sash
windows from 1940 are still in existence at this upper level (although covered with plywood sheathing).
The original six-light window on the western fagade of the 1940 egress stair has been removed for the
2002 elevator addition, but two of this window type are visible at the upper portion of the northern
facade of the 1940 egress stair addition. See figures 17, 19, 20.
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3.3.2 Building 1: Plan & Interior Features

The 1909 portion of the building has a central entry and stair hall with two classrooms per floor, one on
cither side of the entry hall and stair. Originally a furnace room projected 18'-10" to the west, creating a
slightly asymmetrical cruciform basement plan, with a 6'-8"-wide coal vault positioned to the north of the
furnace room causing the asymmetry. The eastern porch foundation is unexcavated at the basement level.
Originally the classtooms at the basement level were named “Boys' Playroom” on the south and “Gitls'
Playroom” on the north. The stair hall between the two is bifurcated by a solid wall with a connecting
door on the western end. The finish floor of the basement rooms is located approximately 3'-0" below
the exterior grade, and each of the former “playrooms” has a flight of five risers leading to a door on the
outer western corner. These doors now lead to the northern entry hall and southern stair hall of the 1940
classroom addition. Between the stair hall and the furnace room is a janitot's room, accessed from the
“girls™ side of the stair hall, a plenum chamber south of the janitor's room, and the aforementioned
furnace room and coal vault. These rooms separate the 1940 classrooms, which have no hall connecting
them to the 1909 building. The northern 1940 classroom has a coatroom spanning the southern end,
accessed by two doors from the southern wall of the classtoom. There is a two-stall boys' toilet accessed
from the entry hall. The southern 1940 classroom also has a coatroom spanning the southern end, and
south of that, a six-stall girls’ toilet is accessed from the southern stair hall. See figures 12, 13, 14.

The first floor is located 15 risers up from the entry landing. The hall at the top of the stair is 22'-0" wide
and 15'-0" long, with access to the classtoom through 3'-4"-wide, 7'-6"-tall, single-light doots on the
northern and southern walls. Classtooms measure 32'-0" north-south and 22'-0" east-west. On the
western side of the classrooms, 5'-6"-wide cloakrooms are accessed by two undercut doors spaced
approximately 10'-9" apart. Each cloakroom has a sink located at the outer end. Plenums for HVAC
chases occupy the inner 5'-3" section of western side. Each classroom has a 4'-6"-wide built-in cabinet on
the western wall. Finishes in the classrooms consist of wood flooring, plaster walls, blackboards,
corkboards, windows, doors and casework surrounded by stained wood trim, and acoustical tile ceilings.

Lighting fixtures are fluorescent. Fach classroom originally contained nine schoolhouse light fixtures. See
figures 21-26.

The 1940 addition is accessed through a 13-foot-wide opening in the western wall of the first-floor hall.
A corridor leads to the secondary stair hall to the south, and three rooms originally called janitor's room,
office, and store room. More recently these have been used as office space and a library. The elevator
stair hall extends to the west from the top of the secondary south stair hall, terminating in the elevator
door and shaft. Finishes in the main floor portion of the 1940 addition are wood flooring, painted plaster
walls, and acoustical tile ceilings. Finishes in the elevator hall are gypsum wallboard at the wall and ceiling
and resilient flooring. See figures 27-30.

Classrooms at the second floor are substantially similar to those on the first floor in both plan and
tinishes. The second-floor landing has two of the three original windows on the western wall, and an
opening to the 1940 addition secondary southern stair located directly the south of those windows, with
another opening to the west for the 2002 elevator hall.

Another upper-floor room is located on the eastern side of the building, above the main entry hall, up
nine risers of stair located on the northern side of the stair hall. The room was labeled on the original
plans as a teachers' room, but the word “nurse” on the door indicates it had a different use later on. The
room contains built-in cabinetry and a door leading to the attic stair on the southern side.

Finishes at the basement level in the 1909 portion of the building consist of exposed concrete floors,
painted board form concrete, painted hollow clay-tile partition walls, painted wood trim at the windows,
and exposed brick at the furnace room. Finishes in the 1940 addition consist of concrete flooring at the
entry halls and toilet rooms, wood floors covered with resilient flooring, painted plaster walls, and
cellulose acoustical tile ceilings at the classrooms. The classrooms have stained wood trim surrounding
corkboards and blackboards, and at the windows. Provisional secondary egress is provided by a stair with
a flight of six risers leading to the northern window of the northern classroom. See figures 31-32.
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3.3.3 Building 1: Documented Building Alterations

The two main visible alterations to the subject building include the 1940 two-room addition on the
western side of the building, and the 2002 elevator addition. Many of the alterations are described above.
The 1940 addition was designed by Seattle Public Schools Maintenance, and included a classroom layout
similar to Blair’s original classroom layout, including coat rooms spanning the length of the room and
decorative architectural details at the exterior doors. The elevator addition by DKA in 2002 on the
western side of the building left most of the original building fabric intact. Other apparent changes to the
building include removing the original glass roof of the cupola and replacing it with sheathing and
shingles; replacing the entry doors and exterior gutters; and removing the top part of the brick chimney.
The original windows are visible from the inside of the building, protected by the plywood sheeting
installed at the exterior. Recorded electrical improvements and seismic upgrades have not made a
significant impact on the original building design or materials, although the original schoolhouse lighting
fixtures at the interior have all been replaced by flush-mounted fluorescent fixtures.

SPS records on File:

Date | Description Designer Contractor Permit #
1909 | Build Edgar Blair Peder Gjarde NA
1925 | Fire escape & outside stairway F. A. Naramore NA
SPS
maintenance/O.A.
Christianson
supervisor, A. Mallen
1940 | 2-room addition Architect NA
1956 | Electrical remodel SPS Maintenance NA
1968 | Add sprinklers Viking Viking NA
1972 | Add shelves for book room SPS Facilities NA
1991 | Seismic improvements McLaren Peterson
1991 | Fire protection modifications
1991 | Install new outside exit door SPS Facilities
1992 | Seismic improvements McLaren Peterson
Thomas Cook Reed
2002 | Technology improvement Reinvald
2002 | Add elevator DKA
3.4 Building 2, 1950

3.4.1 Building Plan, Structure & Exterior Features

The 1950 building is a long, flat-roofed, single-story structure. The structure consists of concrete
foundations, concrete exterior walls and wood frame interior partition walls, and metal-framed roofs with
corrugated metal decking topped by rigid insulation and membrane roofing. Steel pipe columns support
entry canopies. Most of the building is constructed on a concrete foundation with a crawl space beneath
floor joists, except for the auditorium/lunch room and the gymnasium, both of which are slab on grade.
Exterior walls are of painted concrete, with portions of red-brown Roman brick cladding. Painted metal
flashing caps the parapet. Typical exterior features include three-light exterior doors and aluminum frame
windows, some replaced in 2006 with green-tinted double-pane glazing, and some original single-pane
windows and glass block.

The building is generally organized around a double-loaded corridor running the entire length of the
building. Two thirds of the building run northwest to southeast; the northern third angles to the west.



Original Van Asselt School
Landmark Nomination Report
September 2018, page 9

For ease of description, the southwestern fagades of the southern and central portions of the building will
be referred to as the western facade, the northeastern facade as the eastern facade, the southeastern
facade as the southern facgade, etc.

As with many mid-century modern buildings, the design deemphasizes the primary facade, although the
main entry to the building is located in the central portion on the eastern side of the building. The
building consists of three portions: a southern classroom wing; a central portion containing
administration, auditorium, and gymnasium; and a classroom wing in the northwestern angled portion of
the building. The southern classroom wing measures approximately 293'-0" long and 67'-0" wide. The
central portion measures approximately 265'-0" long and is 191'-0" wide at its widest point. The
northwestern classroom wing measures approximately 179'-0" long and 74'-0" wide, excluding the 30'-0"-
wide uncovered kindergarten play court. The total length of the building is approximately 763'-0". See
figure 33.

Southern Classroom Wing

The southern classroom wing originally contained six classrooms on either side of the double-loaded
corridor. The southern classroom wing has two entry points. One on the southern end, and one located
at the midpoint of the western side at a covered play court. A paved walk leads from the sidewalk along
the street to the southern entry. The eastern fagade is approximately 245'-0" long, and total height to the
top of the parapet was originally approximately 14'-3" tall; subsequent alteration added insulation to the
roof and increased the overall exterior height of the building. This facade is divided into six bays, each
corresponding to a classroom at the interior. The wall at this facade is clad wit