












































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The imaginary extension of Fairview Avenue to the south aligns with First Avenue 

South in Pioneer Square. The southwest corner of the area described above would 

thus be at Safeco Field and the area would include portions of downtown and the 

International District as well as Capitol Hill, the Central Area, Eastlake, First Hill, 

Madison Park (including Broadmore), Montlake, and Madrona. 

 

The Early Residential Building Survey Project will not include the following areas: 

 

   Any portions of the area described above included within a designated City of 

Seattle historic district (including Harvard Belmont, Pioneer Square, and that 



portion of the International District included in the National Register nomination 

for the district.) 

 

   That portion of Capitol Hill being surveyed for the City of Seattle by the Sheridan 

Consulting Group. 

 

 

Some areas included in previous surveys will be included in this survey. These include: 

 

   The Central District. (Although the results of a previous survey and inventory are 

currently on-line in the Historic Resources Database and are in files in the 

Historic Preservation Program, it is not clear if this study included a 

comprehensive survey of pre-1906 residential structures. In the course of 

completing the present Survey, additional survey or inventory entries may be 

prepared or existing database entries modified.) 

 

   The International District (the City will provide the Consultant a copy of the 

National Register nomination for the Chinatown King Street District together with 

a map  delineating the portion of the International District included in the 

National Register nomination so that the previously surveyed buildings can be 

eliminated from the proposed survey). 

 

Additional strategies to eliminate certain portions of the survey area from consideration 

may include: 

 

 Review of the early history (prior to 1920) of the study area to eliminate areas not 

developed by1906.  

 

 

 

 

Task. 2. Prepare Preliminary List of Pre-1906 Properties 

 



The Consultant will prepare a Preliminary List of Pre-1906 Properties  (the “Preliminary 

List”) including all existing residential buildings with a high likelihood (based on City 

and County data and various historical records) of having been built prior to 1906.  

 

Non-residential structures will not be included in this survey. It will be assumed that the 

previously completed Neighborhood Commercial survey has identified and surveyed 

most pre-1906 buildings that have mixed commercial and residential uses.  The 

Consultant may elect to review the files from the Neighborhood Commercial survey to be 

sure any mixed-use buildings with a high likelihood of having been built before 1906 

have been surveyed (these records are in the office of the City of Seattle Historic 

Preservation Officer). 

 

The initial strategy for Preliminary List generation may include the following steps: 

 

 Consultant may contract with the City’s GIS service for production of maps 

showing all buildings in the study area built prior to 1906 according to King 

County records. The maps will also show buildings purported to have been built 

in the period from 1906 to 1915 so that it may be determined if these structures 

were accidentally misdated. 

 

 Consultant may contract with the City’s GIS service to print a GIS List of 

buildings in the study area constructed no later than 1905.  The buildings will be 

listed in numerical order according to King County Assessor parcel number. 

 

 Consultant may elect to review the City of Seattle’s record of structures 

nominated as Seattle Landmarks but left undesignated to locate buildings built 

prior to 1906 but not included on the GIS List. (It is the understanding of the 

Consultant that some of these files are in storage and that others have been 

destroyed but that there is a list of such structures assembled some years ago that 

can be provided to the Consultant.) 

 

 The Consultant may elect to examine real estate atlases such as Baist maps and 

Sanborn Fire Insurance maps to identify concentrations of early neighborhood 

buildings. The Consultant may also elect to review property tax rolls for 

improvements in apparently undeveloped areas. 

 

 The Consultant may elect to examine King County Assessor Property Record 

Cards and photographs (1937-1972), or King County Assessor Folios and 

photographs (1972-2000), in order to eliminate from the GIS List those buildings 

with obvious significant alterations (see criteria in Appendix A attached). 

 



The Consultant will not necessarily review neighborhood historic resource surveys, 

theses, landmark nominations, or other similar sources for the purpose of generating the 

preliminary list (although these sources may be used in preparing statements of 

significance or physical descriptions for surveyed properties). 

 

Designated Seattle Landmarks will not be surveyed. 

 

The buildings on the Preliminary List are the buildings that will be visited in the course 

of the Field Survey.  

 

 

Task 3. Complete Field Survey. 
 

Each property is to be considered separately. Unattached buildings including houses, 

guesthouses, storage buildings, barns, garages, and other buildings that occur on the same 

property are to be treated as an ensemble and included on one survey form. If identified 

as a Territorial building (i.e., a building constructed prior to 1890), this fact will be noted 

on the survey form. 

 

An estimated 500 survey forms will be completed.  

 

Task 4. Prepare Survey Entries for City Database 

 

The Consultant will enter survey data and at least one digital photograph into a working 

copy of the City Database. The Consultant will enter data from the survey forms, from 

the King County Assessor Property Characteristics Report for each property, and from 

the King County Property Record Card for each property into the database. Each draft 

database entry will include a very brief physical description of the structure noting any 



alterations that appear to have been made since it was initially constructed but will not 

necessarily include a Statement of Significance.  

 

Task 5. Inventory Planning 

 

The Consultant will plan the inventory process and prepare a working list of properties to 

be inventoried (the “Working List”).  

 

The Consultant will meet with the City Historic Preservation Officer and other 

individuals with expertise or knowledge useful to the consultant, review surveyed 

properties and the Working List with the Historic Preservation Officer and/or staff, and 

adjust the Working List in light of feedback from the Historic Preservation Officer, (100 

max 

 

Task 6. Development of Inventory and Database 

 

Prepare follow-up surveys as required for properties to be inventoried, and complete 

additional historic and property research for properties to be inventoried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Consultant will prepare additional database material (including statements of 

significance and extended descriptions of physical appearance) for not more than 100 of 

the 500 properties surveyed, and enter this additional information into the Consultant’s 

working copy of the City of Seattle Historic Resource Database (using Microsoft Access 

software).  

 

The Consultant will review the list of inventoried properties with the Historic 

Preservation Officer and/or Historic Preservation Office staff, and identify properties that 

may qualify for landmark designation and modify database to so indicate.  

 

Task 7. Final Survey Report 
 

The Consultant will propose revisions to the Context Statement for Early Neighborhood 

Buildings prepared by others as necessary in the event that new information is developed 

or existing information is found to be problematic.. 

 



The Consultant will prepare a final survey report to include:  Methodology, Preliminary 

List of Pre-1906 Properties (amended), Working List of Properties to be Inventoried, and 

Advice to Database Manager.  


