








 

 

SESEA00330B – 721 1st Ave – 1st & Columbia Parking Garage 
 
 

Looking SE at Elevator Penthouse 

 
 
Looking NW at Elevator Penthouse 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Looking SE at South Stairwell Penthouse 

 
 
Looking W at South Stairwell Penthouse 

 



 

 

 
Photos to show building’s extieror texture 
 

 
 
Very Close up to see patern/shape 

 



 

 

 

SESEA00330A Color and Texture Samples 
 
Pere the DON requirements, the applicant has obtained samples of the stealth screening materials specific 
to the various textures that are present on the associated project.   
 
CENTRAL ELEVATOR SCREENING 
 
The following images are of the existing cinderblock elevator penthouse.  
 

 
 

 
 
Per the photos above, and easily seen in the close-up image on the following page, the penthouse has 
various shades and sheens of off-white.   
 



 

 

 
 

Above: Note various “whites” 
used to paint the penthouse.   
 
Left: Very close up of paint and 
texture 

 



 

 

 
Glidden’s color matching selected “Aged Stucco Grey” as the most accurate match for a majority of the 
penthouse.  Image below is a screen shot of the match results.   

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
The three images below are of a sample of the stealthing material that will be used for the cinderblock 
stealthing above the elevator penthouse.  It was painted the same color white as the lower portion of the 
penthouse, with custom scuffing/dirty spots to give it a worn appearance similar to the rest of the 
penthouse.   
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
SOUTHERN STAIERWELL – OUTER FACE 
 
Given the location and elevation of this section, photos of this surface were taken at ground level.   
 

 
 

 



 

 

These images are of sample stealth materials that the appicant is proposing to use.   

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
Regarding Color: since the washed concrete aggregate is not a uniform color, there is no simple paint 
sample that can be matched.  The manufacturers of the stealthing material visitied the site, took 
photos, and painted this sample to match the building.  From street level, 115’ below, the applicant 
believes that this will blend in well with the existing exterior. Each piece is customized, so if the DON 
would like more speckles, a different shade, or other cosmetic changes, those can be accommodated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
SOUTHERN STAIERWELL – INNER FACE 
 
The following photo is of the inner face/surface of the south end stairwell.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The following are of the sample stealthing material. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 
The above image is of an unpainted samnple against the interior stairwell surface for the comparison 
of textures.   
 
As stated for the building’s exterior stealthing material, a simple color paint sample is not sufficient to 
replicate the color and texture of the screening.  If the DON would like more speckles, a different 
shade, or other cosmetic changes, those can be accommodated. 
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April 28, 2022 (Revised June 24, 2022) 

 
SESEA00330A Responses to Corrections Request for Department of Neighborhoods 

 
The following are responses and comments to the requested corrections submitted on 1/4/22. 
 
A-1:  
Request: Scale Drawings: Please provide the measurement of the setback of the equipment and 
surround from the property line on both the 1st Ave side and the neighboring property on south. 
Provide the set back from the 1st Ave and from Columbia St for the equipment and surround in the 
center of the building.   
 
Response: Setbacks have been added 
 
A-2A: 
Request: Finishes: Please provide finishes, materials and color samples.  Your description say you will 
be textured and grooved to match the existing materials.  Considering it is concrete, what will be the 
material of the surround and provide a sample of what the textured appearance will look like.  Provide 
a photo of that sample in context to the existing building material.  The letter you provided saying you 
will color match is not sufficient.   
 
Response:  The applicant has included a document that has photos and color samples of the proposed 
materials to be used for stealthing, as well as photos and close-up images of the building for 
comparison.   
 
Materials: All the proposed stealth materials for this project, whether it is simulated cinder block or 
one of the other concrete finishes, are made from fiberglass reinforced panels (FRP).  This material can 
be shaped into any texture needed, then is glued to a rigid foam core that is lightweight but provides 
the needed rigidity and backing support for the FRP to be mounted.    
 
Request: Description of Work: Please provide a written description of proposed work. include an 
explanation as to why this highly visible location on the corner is necessary. This location does not 
appear to meet the minimum setback requirement in SMC 23.66.140. 
 
Response:  The proposed design for the Beta antenna sector, located on the on the stairwell penthouse 
on the southeast corner of the building, is to construct a stealth screened enclosure to contain the 
antennas and associated remote radio units.  The logic behind proposing this design are the following: 



 

 

• Due to the length of the building, and the applicant’s need to provide coverage to the 
south, placing the Beta sector above the elevator penthouse with the other sector 
would have resulted in a substantial blockage of signal. This is because the building itself 
would have blocked and preventing any signals from reaching customers at street level 
anywhere near the building’s southern end.   

• The applicant decided against flush mounting the antennas for several reasons.   
o Stealthing.  There is no known way to effectively camouflage or conceal the 

antennas given the texture of the building’s exterior.  Painting alone would not 
have been very effective.  It would help the antennas blend in, but the mounting 
pipes and cabling would still be visible, drawing attention to the area ad making 
it obvious antennas were present. 

o Screening boxes.  By installing boxes to the exterior of the building, the applicant 
could effectible screen the antennas, mounts, and cabling, but the protrusion of 
a box type structure at least 24” from the building’s face was deemed to be 
more of an eyesore, especially when viewed from Cheery St, then an extension 
to the stairwell penthouse given the long, flat, unbroken surface of the southern 
wall. 

o Garage level antennas:  The applicant would have preferred to place antennas in 
the gaps between the 9th level and roof level parking, but as noted above, the 
southern end of the building is a large, flat, unbroken surface. And given the Beta 
sector’s azimuths, placement in this area was not possible.   

o Preventing Future Public Inconvenience.  Installing antennas on the south face, 
using any methods of flush mounted antennas, can not be installed, maintained, 
modified, or otherwise worked on in any significant factor via the roof.  Only 
street based equipment such as a crane, scaffolding, or manlift would be needed 
every time the site needs repairs, modifications, or alterations causing 
temporary sidewalk and/or street closures for both pedestrian and vehicles.  By 
placing the antennas within a fully screened structure on the stairwell 
penthouse, the equipment will be fully accessible from the upper parking garage, 
so all future work on the antennas and radios can be done with no impact to 
pedestrian or vehicular traffic.   

o Safety:  For obvious reasons, placing the antennas within an enclosed structure 
instead of mounting to the building’s face, worker safety significantly improved 
and the opportunity for accidents are drastically reduced.  Additionally, while ice 
build-up of any significance is rare, it does happen on occasion, and by not 
having a protruding antenna and mounting hardware that can accumulate ice, 
the potential for pedestrian injuries or property damage from falling ice is greatly 
reduced.   



 

 

In summary, the proposed project does not meet the 15’ setback requirement from 1st Ave, but per 
Section 23.66.140.C.3, “…setbacks required for rooftop features may be modified by the Department 
of Neighborhoods Director…”.  The applicant believes the proposed design is the most visually 
unobtrusive option given the design of the buildings and the reasons stated above.   
 
A-4: 
Request: Description of Work: Explore if it is possible to install the antennas at a height closer to the 
height of the penthouse. Explore an alternative to install the antennas on the sides of the existing 
penthouse as they are in other location in the district. 
 
Response: The applicant looked into side mounting the antennas on the elevator penthouse, but due 
to the location of the penthouse in the center of the building, 68’ from the north end, and almost 38’ 
to the eastern edge, as stated before, the applicant’s signals would be significantly blocked by the 
building for customers on the at or neat street level on the north and east sides.  Even with the 
proposed elevations above the penthouse, there will be areas of poor coverage at street level.  
Additionally, for the Alpha sector, if mounted on flush on the penthouse wall, the antenna would be 
low enough that the public would walk directly in front of the antennas signals.  To meet required 
safety distances, there would need to be large exclusion area in front of the antennas, limiting the 
number of parking spots for the property owner’s business.   
 
A-4 & A-5: 
Request: Scale Drawings: Provide the height of the roof. Provide the height of the top of the antennas 
above the roof of the building. (not the roof of the stair penthouse.) 
 
Response: These elevations have been added to the plans. 
 
 


