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Agenda 

• Revisit height and bulk 
of new structures

• Signs
• Organization and status 

update
• Path forward & schedule



Height and Bulk of New Structures: Address

• View as seen from a 
viewpoint or district 
entry. 

• View as seen up the 
block.

• View from 
immediate 
surroundings.



Height and Bulk of New Structures: Requirements
Guidelines

i. The Board will establish a new building’s appropriate height based 
on its visual impact to its local surroundings and the Districts profile 
as seen from outside Pioneer Square.   To accomplish this, the Board 
will consider the following:
a. Perspectives of the building from 4 sides seen from:

• Adjacent block
• Down the streets
• View points and entry points

b. Comparisons of height of existing buildings – applicant must demonstrate 
compatibility

c. Sunlight blockage
d. Extent mitigated by architectural characteristics
e. Other as approved by the Board



Height and Bulk of New Structures Submittals

• Elevations
• Eyelevel perspective looking 

up the block
• May require views from 

prominent locations and 
entries

• May require 3 dimensional 
modeling and analysis or 
relationships to 
surroundings and districts



Signs

APPROACH

• Treat different sign types individually with 
different guidelines.

• Follow historic precedent.  
• Consider signs as a “composed package” 

integrated with building’s architecture. 
• Allow for “artistic variety”.
• Emphasize design and construction quality, 

Including mountings,, durable materials, 
etc.

• Emphasize pedestrian scale. 

From Tacoma Old City 
Hall Historic District 
Guidelines



Signs: General

• No more than one projecting element.
• Nor flashing scrolling or moving signs.
• Signs shall not cover architectural 

features of contributing or historic 
buildings.

• Other – maybe we need to discuss 
submittal requirements here.  For 
example, maybe need a sign 
“package”.  



Building Signs

In truth, 
there are 
very few 
of these 
around 
the 
District

Smaller medallions a 
better alternative?

What is “integrated 
with the building’s 
architecture”?



Blade Signs

Well mounted fabric 
sign ok as a blade 
sign or should it be a 
hanging sign

Neon and 
illumination OK?



Sign Bands



Window Signs



Neon Signs

Too much 
signage??  
Seems 
desirable.

Mix of 
neon and 
other lit 
signs.  OK?



Upper Story Signs

In truth, there are very 
few of these around the 
District Need stronger criteria if 

allowed at all.  See also 
Building Signs.GENERALLY, 

NOT 
PERMITTED??



Directories



Banners

Feather and tear-
drop signs?

Temporary banners?



Wall Signs



A Boards

In truth, there are very few of 
these around the District



Awnings and Hanging Signs

Include canopies

Letters bigger 
than canopy. 



Other



Guidelines Outline and Framework

Lessons from other cities

• Add rationale/intent statements 
for each guideline subject

• Incorporate graphics
• Separate topics to simplify 

applicants’ searches (E.g.: existing 
structures, new structures, signs, 
etc.)

• Explain process.



Guidelines Outline and Framework

Section 1:  
• Introduction and Background
• Principles
• Historical Background and Context
• Certificate of approval process
• How to interpret the guidelines

Section 2:  Guidelines for Modification of Existing Buildings
Section 3:  Guidelines for New Structures
Section 4:  Guidelines for Signs
Section 5:  Guidelines for Improvements to Elements in the 

Public realm



Directions?

• Signs
• Height and bulk
• Schedule and preferred work 

sequence.
• Other?   


