
Studio Matthews  |  studiomatthews.com

Waterfront Park Cultural Wayfinding
Pioneer Square Preservation Board Review
Certificate of Approval Presentation



Studio MatthewsWaterfront Park Interpretive Wayfinding 2023

Pier 62



Studio MatthewsWaterfront Park Interpretive Wayfinding 2023

Pier 62



Studio MatthewsWaterfront Park Interpretive Wayfinding 2023

Goals 

—Connect visitors to Seattle’s evolving 
    waterfront through the perspectives of  
    the people who shaped it. 
—Create moments of discovery and connection  
    that pique interest and encourage exploration.
—Allow for the addition of new voices and  
    new stories over time.
—Convey the spirit of the place in new and  
    surprising ways.

Mandates

—Convey the stories of every community 
    that shaped the waterfront. 
—Feature the stories of the tribes who first 
    inhabited the waterfront for many generations.
—Meet section 106 requirements. 
—Be accessible to all visitors.

Interpretive Goals & Methods

Challenges include:

Limited budget
Limited space 
Varied audience
Varied routes 

In response to this, interpretation is designed 
to be concise but compelling. 

Storytelling methods include: 

Reading rails with a variety of short snippets 
about places of the waterfront, including 
many quotes.

Lists of commodities and people that have 
moved in and out of the portTactile maps 
and contours etched into the landscape that 
show the changing shape of the waterfront.



Studio MatthewsWaterfront Park Interpretive Wayfinding 2023

Working Group Six 90min Meetings Overview

Sep. 21, 2021
—  

Kickoff Meeting 
Project Intro and Content 
Development Overview 
and discussing Cultural 
Wayfinding Working Group 
Involvement.

Nov. 18, 2021
—  

Working Session 
Brainstorm content 
possibilities under themes 
of Gathering and Shaping.

Jan. 27, 2022
—  

Working Session 
Brainstorm content 
possibilities under 
themes of Working 
Waterfront and In & Out.

March 23, 2022
—  

Working Session 
Content refinement across 
all themes.

June 1, 2022

—  
Summary Meeting
Preliminary design review of 
content applied to specific 
sign types and locations.

Sep. 29, 2022

—  
Wrap Up Meeting 
Final design review.
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Waterfront Main Corridor Interpretive Storytelling
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& Development
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Snapshot of Signage in Pioneer Square District

Welcome Gate Panel
Type N—Qty 2

Park Rules Monument
Type J—Qty 4

Park Rules Tree Guard Panel
Type K—Qty 4

ADA Info Handrail Panel
Type M—Qty 1

INFORMATION

Para recursos accesibles o para obtener más información 

sobre la costa, visite waterfrontparkseattle.org
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Planter Panel
Type P—Qty 2

Artist Credit Panel
Type A—Qty 2

Small Handrail Panel
Type HS—Qty 1

Large Handrail Panel
Type HL—Qty 4 Panels (2 stories)

Freestanding Display
Type F—Qty 1

South End Fence Display
Type G—Qty 1

Tri-Arm Display
Type E—Qty 1
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Signage Plan in the Pioneer Square District

To create a cohesive intentional design approach 
the Interpretive Wayfinding signs physically 
integrate with or respond to the architecture.

The signage elements are etched, wrapped or attached directly to 
furnishing elements as much as possible in an effort to avoid adding 
physical or visual clutter to the landscape.

Lumen Field



Studio MatthewsWaterfront Park Interpretive Wayfinding 2023

Monument Dimensions = 14 inches × 4 feet

Park Rules Monument
Type J—Qty 4

Waterfront Park is a public park owned 
by the City of Seattle. Parks rules are 
enforceable per Seattle Municipal Code.

—
For more information:
waterfrontparkseattle.org
(206) 866-6817
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Waterfront Park is a public park owned 
by the City of Seattle. Parks rules are 
enforceable per Seattle Municipal Code.
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Type J—Qty 4

Monument Dimensions = 14 inches × 4 feet
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Park Rules Monument Railroad Way 1
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Park Rules Monument Railroad Way 2
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Park Rules Monument West Side of King St. 3
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Park Rules Monument West Side of Columbia St. 4
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Panel Dimensions = 12.5 × 15.5 inches

Park Rules Tree Guard Panel
Type K—Qty 5
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Park Rules Tree Guard Panel East Side of Jackson St.
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Park Rules Tree Guard Panel East Side of Main St.
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Park Rules Tree Guard Panel East Side of Washington St.
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Park Rules Tree Guard Panel East Side of Yesler Way
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Tri-Arm Display
Type E—Qty 1

1 Side View
Scale: 1-1/2” = 1’-0”

NOTES:

- Estimated total quantity: 3

- Each frame holds two 23-3/4” x 71-3/4” graphic panels, with 23-3/4” x 71-3/4”
printable area
- 2 frames per unit hold 2 permanent panels each, 1 frame per unit holds 2 removable
panels.

- Permanent panels are printed aluminum, thickness TBD by fabricator.
- These panels do not need to be removable, but visible hardware along edge

should match that of removable frame <— verify!!

- 1 frame holds 2 back-to-back removable panels
- Removable panels held in place without visible hardware on face, method of

attachment TBD by fabricator but suggestion is shown in Drawing 6

- All 3 frames have 2” x 1/8” brushed marine grade stainless steel edge
- Hardware can be placed along this frame edge as needed
- All visible hardware should be tamper-resistant
- Verticles of frame cap horizontals, as shown in Drawing 5 - Corner Detail

- Center support is 2-1/4” OD marine grade stainless steel round tube, brushed finish,
with a cap on top, welded to base panel.
- 1” O.D., 2-1/4” long marine grade stainless steel round tube ‘arms’ connect center to
frames. These ‘arms’ should be welded to both center support and frames. Frames
should be placed at equidistant angles.

- Base panel is 1/2” thick marine grade stainless steel.
- Diameter of base panel TBD by fabricator - should be as small as possible to provide
adequate support
- Hardware in base TBD by fabricator. Base will mount to exterior concrete.

2 Front View
Scale: 1-1/2” = 1’-0”

3 Perspective View
Scale: NTS

5 Corner Detail 
Scale: NTS

4 Top View
Scale: 1-1/2” = 1’0”

6 Exploded View - Suggested Panel Attachment Method
Scale: NTS
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- Each frame holds two 23-3/4” x 71-3/4” graphic panels, with 23-3/4” x 71-3/4”
printable area
- 2 frames per unit hold 2 permanent panels each, 1 frame per unit holds 2 removable
panels.

- Permanent panels are printed aluminum, thickness TBD by fabricator.
- These panels do not need to be removable, but visible hardware along edge

should match that of removable frame <— verify!!

- 1 frame holds 2 back-to-back removable panels
- Removable panels held in place without visible hardware on face, method of

attachment TBD by fabricator but suggestion is shown in Drawing 6

- All 3 frames have 2” x 1/8” brushed marine grade stainless steel edge
- Hardware can be placed along this frame edge as needed
- All visible hardware should be tamper-resistant
- Verticles of frame cap horizontals, as shown in Drawing 5 - Corner Detail

- Center support is 2-1/4” OD marine grade stainless steel round tube, brushed finish,
with a cap on top, welded to base panel.
- 1” O.D., 2-1/4” long marine grade stainless steel round tube ‘arms’ connect center to
frames. These ‘arms’ should be welded to both center support and frames. Frames
should be placed at equidistant angles.

- Base panel is 1/2” thick marine grade stainless steel.
- Diameter of base panel TBD by fabricator - should be as small as possible to provide
adequate support
- Hardware in base TBD by fabricator. Base will mount to exterior concrete.
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Graphic Panel Dimensions = 2 × 6 feet



Tri-Arm Display East Side of King St.
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Tri-Arm Display East Side of King St.
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Panel Dimensions = 15 inches × 8 feet

South End Fence Display
Type G—Qty 1



Panel Dimensions = 15 inches × 8 feet

South End Fence Display South of the Washington St. Boat Landing
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South End Fence Display South of the Washington St. Boat Landing
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Small Handrail Panel
Type HS—Qty 1

Panel Dimensions = 11 × 24 inches



Panel Dimensions = 11 inches × 2 feet

Small Handrail Panel South end of Pioneer Square Habitat Beach Railing
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Small Handrail Panel South end of Pioneer Square Habitat Beach Railing
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Individual Panel Dimensions = 11 inches × 4 feet

Large Handrail Panel
Type HL—Qty 4 Panels (2 Stories)



Overall Dimensions = 11 inches × 12 feet

Large Handrail Panels Pioneer Square Habitat Beach Railing
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Large Handrail Panels North end of Pioneer Square Habitat Beach Railing



Panel Dimensions = 7.5 inches × 4 feet

Large Handrail Panel North end of Pioneer Square Habitat Beach Railing



Large Handrail Panel North end of Pioneer Square Habitat Beach Railing
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Panel Dimensions = 8 × 11.5 inches

ADA Info Handrail Panel
Type M—Qty 1

NOTES:

- Part H - Small Size
- Estimated total: XX
- Sign is 1/8” thick Aluminum, powder coated with direct 
embed graphic
- Dimensions based on wood handrail; fabricator should 
verify 7-1/4” handrail dimension in field and determine 
required tolerance
- All screws are countersunk, tamper-resistance torx 
plus head, 3/4” long, 6-32, 316 stainless steel screws 
(or similar) 
- Screws screw into threaded inserts installed in wood 
rail
- Screw heads painted to match powder coat
- Radius of panel return to match handrail radius - 
fabricator to verify in field

8"
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Large Handrail Panel North end of Habitat Beach Railing
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Panel Dimensions = 27 × 27 inches

Habitat Beach Welcome Gate Panels 
Type N—Qty 2

Exisiting Pier 62 Sign
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Habitat Beach Welcome Gate Panels
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Full Height Dimensions = 20 × 30.75 inches

Planter Panels
Type P—Qty 2
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Planter Panel West Side of Washington St.
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Planter Panel West Side of Washington St.
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Planter Panel West Side of Columbia St.
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Planter Panel West Side of Columbia St.
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Artist Credit Panels
Type A—Qty 2

Panel Dimensions = 8 × 11 inches
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Artist Credit Panel West Side of Yesler Way
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Artist Credit Panel West Side of Yesler Way
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Artist Credit Panel West Side of Columbia St.
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Artist Credit Panel West Side of Columbia St.



Studio MatthewsWaterfront Park Interpretive Wayfinding 2023

1 Front View
Scale: 1-1/2” = 1’-0”

2 Side View
Scale: 1-1/2” = 1’-0”

4 Perspective View
Scale: NTS

NOTES:

- Estimated total quantity: 5
- All elements besides graphic panel are 1/2” thick 
marine grade stainless steel plate with brushed finish
- All sharp edges broken and sanded
- All visible weld seams ground and finished; piece 
should appear as seamless as possible.
- Marine grade tamper resistant 3/8-16 stainless steel 
flat head 3” long bolts (or similar as determined by 
fabricator) at base, countersunk
- Bolts set into 3/8-16 anchors set into concrete, exact 
hardware specs TBD by fabricator
- 1/8” thick dye-sublimated aluminum graphic panel (or 
similar) with welded studs on back bolts to tabletop

- Exact stud spec TBD by fabricator
- Tamper resistant nuts on back
- Graphic to be switched out approx. every two years
- Section view - underside of 1/2” steel tabletop 

drilled out to conceal hardware profile.
- Graphic area is 48” x 15” 
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Freestanding Displays
Type F—Qty 1

Panel Dimensions = 15 inches × 4 feet



Freestanding Displays West Side of Columbia St.
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Freestanding Displays West Side of Columbia St.
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