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ISRD Board decision making 

criteria

• Development standards in Seattle Municipal Code 

(SMC) Chapters 23.66 and 23.49

• District Design Guidelines 

• National Park Service Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation and related 

preservation technical briefs



How are changes to decision-

making criteria made?

• Code: Changes to the land use code (SMC 23.66) require

legislative action by ordinance through City Council. 

• Guidelines: Chapter 23.66.025C enables the Dept o Neighborhoods 

Director to adopt rules (or “design guidelines”) , following 

a recommendation by the Board, consistent with the use and 

development standards for the district (in accordance with SMC 
Chapter 3.02)

• Work of the ISRD Board must occur in accordance with the

Open Public Meetings Act



Background 

• 2017 – Dept. of Neighborhoods (DON) and Office of Planning & 

Community Development (OPCD) hired Schemata Workshop

and BOLA Architecture to update the current design guidelines, 

including development of new construction guidelines. 

Consultant team:

• Grace Kim, Margaret Knight and Joann Ware, Schemata

• Susan Boyle, Bola Architecture

• Angela Powell, facilitator

• 2018 – ISRD & Community Design Guideline work sessions
• 2 neighborhood walks & 8-10 Public meetings to discuss guideline outline, desired 

components and inform the work of the consultant team

• 2019 – Guideline draft posted on ISRD website (4/29/19), 

includes revisions to incorporate comments



Guideline work session group members and 

seated Board members (as of 2018)

Andrew Tran, InterImCDA (now with OPCD)
Betty Lau, Chong Wa
Brien Chow, Chong Wa
Carol Leong, Chong Wa (former ISRD Board 
member)
Eliza Chan, SCIDpda (former ISRD Board 
member)
Esther Lucero, Seattle Indian Health Board
Homero Nishiwaki, community member
Jessa Timmer, CIDBIA
Josh Brevoort, ZeroPlus
Leslie Morishita, InterimCDA
MaryKate Ryan, SCIDpda
Michael Jurich, Goodwill

Mike Omura, SCIDpda
Miye Moriguchi, Uwayimaya (former ISRD 
Board member)
Quynh Pham, Friends of Little Saigon (FoLS)
Rachtha Danh, SCIDpda
Rie Shintani, InterImCDA
Russ Williams, ISRD Board member
Sergio Legon-Talamoni, ISRD Board member
Shanti Breznau, SCIDpda/CIDBIA
Stephanie Hsie, ISRD Board member 
Tanya Woo, Louisa (former ISRD Board 
member)
Tiernan Martin, ISRD Board member
Valerie Neng, InterIm



The following pages are 

excerpts from the draft, 

that highlight the 

organization structure of 

the document.

The full draft is linked on 

the ISRD website:

http://www.seattle.gov/documents

/Departments/Neighborhoods/Hist

oricPreservation/HistoricDistricts/

InternationalDistrict/ISRD_WORD

_4.29.19_DRAFT.docx

http://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/Neighborhoods/HistoricPreservation/HistoricDistricts/InternationalDistrict/ISRD_WORD_4.29.19_DRAFT.docx


















Next Steps
• Final edits to the draft

• SEPA (State Environmental Policy Act) review is required. 

SEPA review considers potential environmental impacts.

• Once SEPA decision has been published and the required appeals 

period has passed the Board/DON can act on the proposed guidelines. 

• Public hearing on draft to seek public input, followed by Board review

and discussion. 

• Meeting of the ISRD Board for the Board to make a recommendation 

to DON Director on the proposed guidelines. 

• Dates: TBD



Questions or comments

Contact:

ISRD Board Coordinator

Rebecca.Frestedt@seattle.gov
206-684-0226

ISRD website link

mailto:Rebecca.Frestedt@seattle.gov
http://www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods/programs-and-services/historic-preservation/historic-districts/international-special-review-district#districtguidelinesordinancestandardsnationalregisternomination

