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1. Introduction 
 
This report was developed by Susan Boyle of BOLA Architecture + Planning for Harbor Properties, Inc.  
It describes three building located at the southeast edge of the Columbia City Historic District in Seattle.  
Harbor Properties plans to develop the north half of the block on which the buildings stand with new, 
mixed-use structures on the site.  It sought this review of the existing building’s historic and architectural 
significance, and recommendations for preservation and interpretation opportunities. 
 
Research for this report included collection and review of the City of Seattle’s recently revised National 
Register landmark nomination of the Historic District, historic photographs and maps and King County 
tax records.  Research also involved a review of documents in the collection of Rainier Valley Historical 
Society, and a site visit to review and document the existing buildings and their current condition.   
 
The report results from a brief research effort, and did not include tours of the building interiors or 
extensive reviews of their materials.  Additional research is necessary to further document changes to the 
subject buildings, accurately cite the physical conditions of the buildings. 
 
Overview - Columbia City History 
 
The National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Columbia City Historic District describes 
many historic themes in explaining the significance of this neighborhood commercial area.  These include 
the early development of Columbia City prior to the 1907 annexation by the City of Seattle; impacts of 
the railroad, streetcar, and highway and road systems primarily along Rainier Avenue South; the cohesive 
physical nature of flat-iron and wedge-shaped sites, and historic and older buildings that resulted from the 
angled street alignment.   
 
Columbia City was established as a separate, incorporated city in the later 19th century.  For much of its 
history its residents and businesses were tightly linked with many of the owners and employees of district’s 
shops and companies living nearby.  Economically depressed for several decades in the 1960s through the 
1980s, the neighborhood has improved with renewed investment in recent decades.  This development is 
due in part to long-time efforts of grassroots organizations, such as Southeast Seattle Development 
(SEED) and the Rainier Valley Historical Society (RVHS), and also because of economic incentives, 
including those brought with local and national historic district designation.  Local entrepreneurs and 
businesses have had a positive impact in revitalizing the commercial district, as have local agencies.  A 
Farmers’ Market was established in 1998, and the historic Columbia City Library was expanded and 
rehabilitated in 2004. 
 
The Subject Block 
 
The subject block containing the buildings described in this report is located at a pivotal grid change, 
along Rainier Avenue South, at the south end of the City of Seattle Historic District.  The block is 
bounded on the north by South Hudson Street, on the south by South Dawson Street, and on the west 
by 37th Avenue South.  This portion of the block is not included within the boundaries of the National 
Register Historic District, which is smaller than the local Historic District, and has its southernmost 
boundary set along the north side of South Hudson Street.  (The edges of National Register Historic 
District boundary were established largely to correspond with the original 1891 area of Columbia City.) 
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TIMELINE: Tenants
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1937
1937 BROWN & WEBB AUTO DEALERSHIP 

1938 SAM D. STEARNS AUTO DEALERSHIP

 1940, LYON’S PLUMBING SUPPLY  

 1960 COLUMBIA MOTORS

1960-64 COLUMBIA MARINA

1974 RAINIER RECREATION
    1975 WASH’S AUTO REPAIR
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1922-26 KNEISLEY LUMBER COMPANY

1927 COLUMBIA LUMBER COMPANY. 

1943- 1948 RAINIER FURNITURE 

1945 ROY BAILEY’S INSURANCE CO.

1950 VALLEY LUMBER

1955-58 RAINIER FURNITURE

1963-65 COLUMBIA CITY LUMBER
1983 BUSY BEE GREENS & THINGS GROCERY

2017 SMOKE & BEYOND

1955

1914 COLUMBIA LUMBER COMPANY 

1940S & 1950S RAINIER MOTOR COMPANY 

1965 LIN’S CHEVRON STATION 
GAS STATION DEMOLISHED AFTER 1965.5001 

RAINIER 
AVENUE S

5015 
RAINIER 
AVENUE S

5021
RAINIER 
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TIMELINE: Buildings
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5015 RAINIER AVENUE S

CONDITION: 2021

5021 RAINIER AVENUE S

A. DEGRADED ORIGINAL MATERIALS 
ON SECONDARY FACADES

B. NON-ORIGINAL MATERIALS ON 
STREET FACING FACADE
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JOHN L. MCCAULEY (1879-1957)
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A.  Bush Hotel in the International 
District (1915-1916), 

B. the Masonic Ark Loge #126 in 
Columbia City (1920-1921, now 
the Columbia City Cinema)

C. the Governor Apartments in 
the International District (1926),

D. the Publix Hotel in the 
International District (1927-1928)



PEOPLE ASSOCIATED WITH THE SITE
Jim Bates for the Seattle Times

 Vickie Williams, owner of L.E.M.S. Bookstore, inside her store, 
date unknown

Seattle Times, October 17, 1932

 Theodore D. Weed, Myrtle Weed (left), and Luverne 
Weed (right), 1932

Wash Murakami was born in Auburn, Washington to Moritsuchi & Yoshi Murakami, 
second to the last of 13 children in a a farming family. At the age of 14, Wash and his 
family were incarcerated at Minidoka, Idaho. Wash was the owner of Wash’s Auto 
Repair in Columbia City serving the Greater Seattle community for almost 50 years. He 
died in 2021 at the age of 93.

WASHIN MURAKAMI (1928-2021)
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