
Laurence H. Tribe 

Carl M. Loeb University 

Professor* 

Brendan W. Donckers, Chair 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Hauser Hall 420 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

tribe@law. harvard. edu 

BID 
• 

Hardeep Singh Rekhi, Vice Chair 
Seattle Ethics & Elect.ions Commission 
PO Box 94729 
Seattle, Washington 98124-4729 

Tel.: 617-495-1767 

RE: Proposed ordinance to liniit contributions to super PA Cs and political 
spending by foreign-influenced corporations 

August 1, 2019 

Dear Chairman Donckers and Vice Chairman Rekhi, 

I write to you to express my opinion on two issues pertaining to an ordinance that has 
been proposed for consideration by the Seattle City Council. First, that U.S. Supreme 
Court constitutional precedent permits limits on contributions to "independent 
expenditure" PACs (super PACs), and the limits on political spending by foreign­
influenced corporations in the form of "independent expenditures," electioneering 
communications, or contributions to super PA Cs, as provided in the proposed 
ordinance. Second, that I consider these bills to be valuable tools for protecting and 
preserving the integrity of elections, including Seattle's, from the pervasive growth 
and corrosive influence of super PACs, and from the threat to the American ideal of 
self-government posed by foreign-influenced political spending. 

Background 
I am the Carl M. Loeb University Professor and Professor of Constitutional Law at 
Harvard University and Harvard Law School, where I have taught since 1968 and 
where my specialties include constitutional law and the U.S. Supreme Court.* I have 
prevailed in three-fifths of the many appellate cases I have argued (including 35 in tl1e 
U.S. Supreme Court). 

* Title and university affiliation included for identification purposes only.














