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2015 Budget Review

How you fund local and state government:
1. Retail sales tax (9.5%)
Every dollar of sales tax is distributed to nine entities: 

How the City uses your money:

0.85%
City of Seattle 

0.9%
Metro
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Sound Transit
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State of 

Washington
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2. Property tax  
Taxes from the rate of $10.51 per $1,000  
assessed value are divided as shown below: 

16% County

31% City

3% Medic 
One/EMS

23% Schools

24% State

2% Port

3. Business and Occupation (B&O) taxes
The State and City receive a percentage of gross 
revenue from businesses.

4. Utility bills

Most of the City’s general tax revenues and discretionary resources are pooled into a central $949 million 
general fund. The areas of human services and transportation receive significant resources outside the 
general fund from State and Federal sources and voter-approved property tax levies.

A note about public utilities
Seattle City Light and Seattle Public Utilities account for about 
half of the City’s total $4.1 billion budget. Since their revenue 
comes from customer fees, they are generally considered 
separately from the rest of the City budget.

(           lost due to rounding)

5. Other payments 
Admissions tax, commercial 
parking tax and permit fees, 
among others.

General Fund Revenue by Source
(in millions of dollars)

General Fund Expenditures by Area
(in millions of dollars)

Your Role in Seattle’s Budget

28%

20%

19%

18%

9%

6%

Property Taxes $261.0

Utility Taxes: $179.5

B&O Taxes: $188.8

Sales Taxes: $170.6

Fees & Charges: $86.5

Other: $60.4

57%3%

6%

15%

4%

13% 2%

Public Safety: $537.0

Neighborhoods & Development $29.

Health & Human Services: $59.2

Arts, Culture, & Recreation: $146.2

Utilities & Transportation: $37.8

Administration: $121.9

Funds, Subfunds, Other: $17.4

(1% lost due to rounding)



February - March
Budget Office and Departments start
baseline budget setting

May
Departments develop and submit 
initial budget proposals to the 
Budget Office and Mayor

June - July
Departments finalize and submit budget 
requests to Budget Office and Mayor

Council engages in budget conversations 
with the community

September  - November 
Council reviews proposed budget, holds 
public hearings, makes changes to the 
budget and adopts the final budget and 
capital improvement plan

July - September
FAS revises revenue forecast; Budget 
Office and Mayor review and balance 
budget proposal; proposed budget 
finalized and transmitted

April - May
Budget Office and Finance & 
Administrative Services (FAS) develop 
forecasts and initial budget guidance

•

June
Budget Office and Mayor review 
Department suggestions, provide 
feedback

•

Seattle’s budget timeline

•

•

•
•
•

Designing a City budget is a mighty undertaking, 
one that requires a great deal of effort, a lot 
of time, a careful ordering of priorities and 
considerable input from citizens. Thank you for 
joining us in this process.

The City’s budget process is built around three 
key components:

1. The revenue forecast for the upcoming year 
determines how much funding is available. 

2. The City’s operating budget allocates funding 
for all City departments, including the utilities. In 
2012, it totaled $4.1 billion.

3. A Capital Improvement Program forecasts 
spending on capital projects over the next six 
years.   

Visit www.seattle.gov/council/budget for 
more information and opportunities to be 
involved or attend one of our two public 
hearings. 

Be a savvy budget advocate and know 
when to speak to a department, the 
Mayor or the Council.

Questions? Contact Councilmember Nick Licata, 
Budget Committee Chair, at 206-684-8803  or  
nick.licata@seattle.gov. 

Reasonable accommodations are available upon 
request, as are translated materials.
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Seattle’s Budget Process


