e . Wetmore Cove was, in picneer days, the mouth of a
l53(?L¥ '\ slough that extended south to the present Genesee
_ . \\‘ Street, wester1y across the present Rainier Playfield
R S e T becom1ng a ravine that is now Columbia Park and
Cose 0+ Columbia School; Columbia City was founded almost on
: R g_¢1ts shore. The big plan for the town was to make it
?*V\\\' gcw»”°’ . (into a port by dredging the siough.

= Bailey (The slough was named for a pioneer farm family: Bir
= Peninsula sey Wetmore. Seymour Wetmore founded Seattle's

" first tannery and shoe making business in 1855; in-

‘ csufficient business forced his partner te relocate -

3 °i

S R
o N

(‘ \ M. D. Woodin, founder of Woodinville. One of the

w‘C‘aium ia City

founders of Everett was named Wetmore; one of two
; ‘whaleboats operating in Pacific waters in 1891 was
/" .named Chas. W. Wetmore. )

.iThe name GENESEE appeared in 1904 on a plat filed by
"W, C. Squire of The Union Trust Company; an area just
west of the playfield. Genesee is a Seneca Indian
word - "geneseo" meaning "beautiful valley" and was
‘descriptive of a river valley in New York State,
‘1# indicates the qua1ity of the slough in pioneer
N _days. ("Genesee" is now the name of that New York
' o I County; also the geologic rock outcropping found
there ) This p]ayf1e1d was 50 jdentified in 1963; in 1957 it had been included with Sayres
Park; petition of Greater Seattle.

Fi1ling of the slough began about 1890 with the development of Rainier Avenue, alongside the
troliey car ("interurban") from the Pioneer Square "hub" to the town of Rainier Beach. The
opening of the Ship Canal in 1917 lowered the level of Lake Washingteon by some 9', draining
the slough and the townfolk hopes for a "seaport"; the shallow waters at the mouth of the
slough emerged as an island - the basis for the later Sayres Park. By 1920 both Columbia
Park and Rainier Playfield were filled and Genesee Street was “"filled" across it. The 1910
trestle that crossed the slough and turned southward along the shoreline (Lake Washington
Boulevard) Teft high and dry was replaced with a fill by WPA {1937). in 1945 the community
petitioned for a much-needed playfield in the o1d slough. Two years later the City bought the
sTough property in compliance with the request of the Congress for a nationwide plan of pos-
sible small craft airports to meet the anticipated needs of the next 20 years. The acquisitic
ordinance specified the alternate purpose for park and recreation. Then began a long period of
"sanitary" (garbage) filling between Genesee Street and the boulevard - the smell, rats and
seagulls being of great annoyance to the community until it was completed in 1963. Compactior
of the fi11 was somewhat hastened when parking was permitted after the development in 1957

of the Sayres hydro pits for the Gold Cup races during Seafair.

The abandonment of the "Mount Baker" District Foreman's service guarters (+ bathhouse)} in the
old Pumping Station in Colman Park, together with the acquisition of "WING" buildings on the
site of Soundview Playfield resulted in the relocation of the District headquarters to this
site in 1961, using two of the WING buildings: bolted, pre-fab metal because the zoning
variance permit from Council was conditioned on this being a temporary location, and subject
to future development. Planning had been in progress since about 1955, even though the Pian-
ning Commission advised against the need for a major athletic field: they anticipated the
(20 years hence) need for a playground with elementary school plus picnic areas - portions of
which would be suitable for "Seafair Race" parking (1959 repori based upon the 1954 "Planning
for Recreation"). However, the 1960 bond issue promised "Park and Playfield Development®
when the fill has sufficiently settled. 1In 1965 the unstable i1l thwarted efforts to build
~ _ ‘our tennis courts; only two completed. The fill also developed a seepage problem, polluting
ake Washington. Meanwhile most of the remaining slough had been acquired and the filling con
pleted in 1968; and became a Forward Thrust project. In a 1970 letter, a "13-year" resident
pleaded the cause of duck, geese, pheasant, squirrel and raccoon who no longer had a place

to rest, scamper or hide.
History: GENESEE PLAYFIELD
WETMORE SLOUGH 0/12/73




A4

1

BRaDFOEL o7

S AMNDOVER ST

R -
v ARy
Ly
o e Yy
A S .
. e
) g
g /

v

s
E.—
W,
G
L N
A DAKRSTe BT
"1 i ({/ Q‘\_\\\\l
Jx\ﬁ A z
e 7 5 g
/’/,/ RN k o ~ g
N ] 7 u
- ?IF N . ¢ J
N a—. S vevely
5 503 N b 7
A, !IE L ¥ ,% > <
4T e ] '&' S
2 {
C I NTITY M A P B
:}._ )
,}4 DOUTH GEMESE
. o "
R :‘\\‘ .\\\
N S l'.'\ RN
f N =
X DRE G M BT,

€

PEVELOFmEMT

YEAR COF MPROVEMWMENT: 9BO-82
COST Or IMPROVEMENT: $ 817736
DESIaMER ;

CONTRACTOR : |VUN WREINCe.

PRECFERTY
DATE OF PURCLASE: 1947 (AIRF‘QRT aws{es:};‘z'r,:52‘@&)3@,4&@:

-+ 'Nw'-’§ 220 o
A L DA B D BF}
TRa
MSF. JURISD. 1963 (NORTW oM 5. Grumssr 1. a.f Ac.

1968 [(sovTh op =, BENESLSE ST ;EF‘AC

=1y
c% 20 mg
GENESEE Par Kk

( ForRMER wWwETMoR E SLOLG
HSHEET 10F &



LAKE %ﬁmue"fr}h& BLYV. SOoUTH

mﬂm
"o
e
3
23
¥ alin?
i mﬁ . ST
. : 8 e
. - -
.\ Aimog AN A . A

W . wlLu o ,x\ .‘ . 2 :/w
&
» %m 25 A/\n
3 73 04 ‘
o B g ~ 3 Tw
J Aw k] o
] *y X
¥ Fa 78 9
A iy O oa
9 o
od m,x
Lo

“1E]
<

g
¥ 4
d ¥
3
lh il
] 03
1
o] aw -5
t 19 ®
y 0% 1
- e J
¥ Fo EH
hm 4 o
5]
i 0w F*
ne

g M S T




PN S S S I 1 ‘j{DUTQ‘

D RD

BTAT DM ® §
o8 TOU L

[-WFM"W-‘.Q!:U&?O“Y & G

AR

g
-
w
Y
p
g
.4
'....
Z
@i Bisk-— A
e U
) G Ew!ﬁ‘E%E:E- STR.EBET

517
os 1T 8&

GENMESE E P o Rk
SHEET L o 5



STREET

GENESSE

SOLTW

R ®
— t T T
| o= e ; o -
W- § ~ T ,\1 - - ..n - r/.MrN R T
P G RN {4
g | — W A\ Ab
8% = | a N, oy
i - o\ ©
m..% b i oy -taf M 3 sw Mﬁ_ Wr
: A H (A L
n , u & M o
LT o ” - &b i i i ul
= S - T 4 b .
/p W A ¥ B | b - \ ; Gt
A i | " e : 0
B\ e | 6 j
; & : / b
N o o
; b S
- 2 i T i
- e <v E
— = 1 U]
| e :
[ 0 § :
! -4 v n _
b 4 -4 !
“ i 4 4 w
JUR— o wm 1 . N
& a i W
5 3 -
3 < 1
O
N AR
ol
] "
b, \\ AN e i —
e —— — T
‘ (Fmovas 01) N MAM@ v _
¥ P AR S AN 1 7
. ﬁ T MM ss v & /A wﬂ o “
\E!M/ /fi\ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬂ&%@\ﬁ y 7 %w :
2 / b B S 9 " i
2 T m o &3 1!
4 =N .M c.m._ H
3 i /// ® o o )
i HE WX 1
T Dm s M
W /// m,w .Fu ‘
2 RN !
o v = T l* / 4
i
" / w m
e T -~y




Q‘RﬁCTlo’dL Ot =

{::'5?4:%‘1\:}%} Y

B2 TOE TORULK
\‘\

f

- TSTaTioMs o

192 26" ey e
7 - D%R ! .
: ECT}QMA.M, SRR

L]
\ G2 W ANERNUD DO

hitiad -

S w pE

TR LT DA L

T SRCTRIE 2P 4

AT T G R B,
By D RODK MG MO DN

]

L ool

Bk TRANE L

[
i
. %‘m{
TR Tl T
by - - . . ]
=T

o8 £

18 & &
{;!ﬁ?\kgg&ﬁﬁ o, T, b

SHERT BOF 5



“Andover S

o Dokeds 51

v oY
s

77 4

L

£s

. SAYE

wooa

e—

@&%%M mw(.mk\wxﬁ
.U«\\Wﬁuﬁ\ Lﬁ\% \Qbh\w\v

WE\&«WQ\ \AW W\WSW\AW&WMQQSK&Q bw}h\m\h\\

Qﬁ%bm@ vy

W?&WNL@
nmawﬂwuﬁm%

3 fafﬂ?
7% T

S foty

T

120+ prapaeny

)

S

- —

T -‘. el

:sx \
o

1

N

W)
TS

\l
o -

[ 5

T

05 +dgiEegg “.«uu.mﬁﬁ_?&m

A\‘uﬁa& Puog L] i Tpung Q?w.%%ﬁwm»w@v

I3

"WETMORE

¥

5. &emﬁseé :‘;

(zeLb) = Arsadesd SIHIS I frpun pam ssop)) ! )
e e T .
= oo & %\ )
©9rpCS f P AS @44 |
%
i ceggmsts s sy ot P e Al s il o s
ST DA 10Y woru s ParaBs o3 Ag grome
gl Fpylee pasnpsnt (uenions g

S, Ador

e &\anmmmﬁv 246 Jups Ueituiios

¥30u 3:bojosb m&mem“wmw esje
RN LYIR Jrgigneag buuesw
BasBURk, ~puvrm PIUIS WOLL

&
Dol gy b .Awﬁngu + ddfs €

Jo pweu wﬁr L »mmmsmn\m

S.EDurmer MO 1.

A re a
‘5’,"1&&@

5

3 £
-

Y
2
-y

o
A
X

2

b

3
<L

Al P8R

é!f .

y
¥

~ A7

5&&50’ Eage MEﬂé )
éi‘@n af sanita

ehe. dotol *7,132" <R)
~ old WNG bidps. from Joun

o B
s Coavise .

f
ool
F

L3

¥
M,

{
3

r

£
&

T

o
23,

. {
(s wf éﬁﬁé?g«aq

¢

b edd com

Teanef, Obs,
&

Ae

I

Pumh 1947

P

2

4

A 4
wHuprs u’&:f
MO area builf 296!

36

e e,




