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What this course will cover:

e Seattle Municipal Archives function and mission
e What records are in the archives (and what records aren't)?
e How do records come to the archives?

e What kinds of questions can the archives help answer?
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Founded in 1985, the Seattle Municipal
Archives (SMA) documents the history,
development, and activities of Seattle city
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providing access for all to records relating to
City actions and decisions.



What's in the Archlves?

SMA holds records
created and received
by City of Seattle
agencies and elected
officials.

W

W

llﬂl‘lllll

(That is,
city government
records.)




What types of records

are included?




PIKE PLAZA

/Ilrban Renewal Project

The Pike Plaza Project is planned as Ihe fusl step
in a major rebuilding o?allle's central business dislricl,
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First noted in 1930 by the general manager of the Pike
Place Public Markel, the aiea's need for renewal was pin-
pointed by the 1963 Seattle Central Business District Plan.
Redevelopment would serve a number of uptown needs, in-
cluding off-street parking for 2000-3000 cars, a new terminal
facility for Seatlle Transil, a waler view park three blocks
in size, including a restored or rebuilt public market and
various apaitments and office building,

Today, application for $400,000 in Survey and Planning
funds has been made, and an announcement of this appropriation
is pending. With it, a full study of the 20.4-acre project area
will be possible.

AL present, 88.7 per cent of the 53 buildings in the area
ate deficient, used for 3 mixture of commercial, industrial
and residential hotel uses. Sanitation is haphazaid, topo-
graphy of lhe area nol conducive to repair, even if il were
possible, many small ownerships of property limit private
development,

The pending Survey and Planning Application will finance
2 delailed building sutvey, properly appraisal, social and
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economic study of the approximately 4SO transients in the
area and business relocation report,

Estimated cost of project improvements lo the area is
$10 million. It is further estimated there would be a relurn of
$6 million in sale of land lo be made available through the
project, leaving a $4 million balance lo be financed lhrough
federal funds and local sources.

A preliminasy feasibility study by the Central Association
and Seallle Utban Renewal Entetprize in August of 1964
projects $58 million in private development,

Documents



Photographs

Negatives, prints, slides, and
born-digital photos from the
1880s to the present



City Council meetings and
public hearings from 1955
to the present



Moving Images

Motion picture film,
video, and digital video
from the 1940s onward,
including both finished
products and outtakes
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Maps and atlases of the
Seattle area from the late
1800s to the present




Help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in King County
Help prevent the spread of COVID-19 in King County. Find out more at King County Public Health.

SDCI Inspections, Closures, and Service Updates

Electronic
Records

On Friday, June 5, King County received approval from the State Department of Health to move into a Phase 2 Restart for ALL private construction activities that are low-risk and
adhere to strict COVID 19 Job site Requirements. The City of Seattle has issued requirements for construction projects seeking inspections. SDCI customer service areas remain

closed and continues with the service changes.

Seattle Department of Construction & Inspections

Nathan Torgelson, Director

About UsL\\\‘ Permits Codes Renting Inspections Resources
@b > Home des > Common Cod

A91cE, Khmer, Fi3Z, 201, w999990, Oromiffa, pycckuii assik, af Soomaali, Espafiol, Tagalog, su'lng, #4c%, Tiéng Viét

Vacant Buildings

See also: Vacant Buildings Code Updates [, Vacant Building Standards [, Weeds & Vegetation Code [

What s It?

Vacant buildings in Seattle must be secured and maintained to prevent
unauthorized entry and deterioration from the weather. Our Housing and
Building Maintenance Code contains the City's Vacant Building Maintenance
standards.

We may add vacant buildings our Vacant Building Monitoring Program if:

[ZZlogin icon Log in to Seattle Services
Portal

Make a Property or Building
Complaint [

Check Status

Enter a record number | Find iton a



What kinds of things are outside our scope?

Business
Personal records, unless

papers, letters, documenting

Birth, death, Court records
and marriage (with some

diaries, interactions \
records exceptions)

manuscripts with City
government

We can point you to other places that hold these types of records!



How do records come to the archives?

Creation or
receipt

City agencies
create or
receive records,
which must be
kept for a
period set by
records
schedules.

When paper

records are no
longer actively
used but are
still within
retention, they
may be sent to
the City’s
records center.

Destroy

Send to
archives

When their retention

period is over, most
City records are
destroyed, but those
that are historically
valuable come to the
archives for
preservation.




Who uses the archives?

City Students &
employees teachers

Anyone
with a
guestion

Engineers &
architects

SMA is open to everyone!



What kinds of research
can | do in the archives?

e Neighborhood history

e Land use and environmental history
e Genealogy

e Transportation history

e Legislative history

e And more...



Some sample questions:

 What's the history of my neighborhood park?

 What were the arguments for and against this
1996 ordinance?

My great grandfather was a Seattle firefighter.
What can | learn about his employment?

 How was this bridge planned and built?



How do | use
the records?



https://archives.seattle.gov/digital-collections/

Visiting the Archives

Our research room is located on the
third floor of City Hall. Appointments
are encouraged! Archives staff can
assist in finding records that may be
helpful for your research.

Learn more in our Visiting the
Archives course.



| don't have a specific
research question — I'm just
interested in Seattle history.

Our website has many resources,
including online exhibits, lists of
Seattle facts like election results
and elected officials through the
years, research guides, and much
more. Check out our Get SMArt
elearning for more about our other
resources.



https://www.seattle.gov/cityarchives

Learn more

Contact archives@seattle.gov
with questions about how to use
our records or other questions
about SMA.

Check out our other courses to
learn more about searching our
collections, visiting the archives,
and more.


mailto:archives@seattle.gov
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