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TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT
OVERVIEW

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

Ongoing coordination to fulfill Seawall Section 106 requirements to include interpretation of tribal 
culture and history

Visits to Suquamish, Muckleshoot, Stillaguamish and Tulalipreservations and Daybreak Star 
Cultural Center

Urban Indian Storytelling Event at Chief Seattle Club

Selection of Coast Salish artist through tribal art commission

Tribal Roundtable at Office of the Waterfront

Coordination on Pier 62 design and permitting

Friends of Waterfront Seattle partnering with tribes on cultural 
eventsat Waterfront Park and Pier 62 

Final designon interpretive 
elements with content from 
tribes

Promenade, Overlook Walk, 
Waterfront Park opening 

Pier 62 opening 



TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT
OVERVIEW

2014

Å Visited Suquamish, Muckleshoot, 
Stillaguamish and Tulalip reservations 
and Daybreak Cultural Center 

Å Coordinated with Muckleshoot and 
Suquamish tribal leaders on temporary 
wayfinding kiosk and waterfront space

Å Hosted Urban Indian Storytelling Event at 
Chief Seattle Club

Å Issued call for artists for tribal art

Å Appointed Suquamish Chairman Leonard 
Forsmanto Waterfront Steering 
Committee

ά{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ς
{ŜŀǘǘƭŜΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
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MEETING WITH THE TRIBES

ñWe are all from tribes..

We have all been colonized.ò



MEETING WITH THE TRIBES



MEETING WITH THE TRIBES



ñHow can you know where youôre going if 

you donôt know where youôve been?ò

We learned about the immense importance placed upon the art 

of passing knowledge and values, generation to generation; 

carrying culture forward through time, from ancestors to future 

generations.

MEETING WITH THE SUQUAMISH
LESSONS LEARNED



MEETING WITH THE MUCKLESHOOT
LESSONS LEARNED

We were struck by the 

elevation of cooking 

places to celebrated 

cultural spaces.

ñHost a generous table.ò



MEETING WITH THE STILLAGUAMISH
LESSONS LEARNED

We learned the importance of the journey. Our hosts took us 

on a journey and proudly showed us the Stillaguamish, spoke 

of its natural and cultural history, and showed how itôs 

currently used and managed.



Listening to stories from 

tribe members and their 

lessons learned in 

interpreting their history, 

we learned the 

importance of shared 

journeys, places and 

resources.

MEETING WITH THE TULALIP
LESSONS LEARNED



MEETING WITH THE TULALIP
LESSONS LEARNED

Our visit showed us a tribe being strengthened and 

moving forward, while building open and honoring 

the past.



This visit impressed upon us the 

importance of having spaces for all 

tribes and having program that 

supports gathering, storytelling 

and social programs.

DAYBREAK STAR AND CHIEF SEATTLE CLUB
TRIBAL ART AND STORYTELLING



CANOE CULTURE
LESSONS LEARNED

A recurring theme of our visits has been canoe culture as: 
Å A catalyst for community building

Å A metaphor for neotribalism, rediscovering, strengthening and 

growing heritage

Å A metaphor for life at its best and most challenging



2015

Å Hosted workshops with leaders from 
Muckleshoot, Suquamish and 
Stillaguamish Tribes to present ideas 
for integrating tribal culture and 
history into the waterfront

Å Selection of Coast Salish artist Shaun 
Petersonthrough Tribal Art 
Commission

Å Selection of artist Oscar Tuazon who 
subsequently proposed a project that 
interprets theCoast Salish longhouse 
form

Visits with Suquamish Tribe and 
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe

PAST TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT



2017

Å Hosted Tribal Roundtable with leaders from Suquamish, 
Stillaguamish and Muckleshoot tribes

Å Briefed Snoqualmie and Suquamish tribal staff on green 
stormwater infrastructureand work around Ballast Island

ÅtǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ hǎŎŀǊ ¢ǳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ŀǊǘ ǘƻ Suquamish Tribal Elders

Å Visited Muckleshoot reservation to discuss Pier 62 permitting and 
hǎŎŀǊ ¢ǳŀȊƻƴΩǎ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ

Å Revised draft MOU with area tribes to incorporate feedback on 
fishing and cultural events
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PAST TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT



Å Protect salmon habitat and marine 
environment

Å Create design features that reflect tribal 
history, art and cultureof the waterfront

Å Provide gathering spaces that can be 
used for traditional celebrations

Å Coordinate on public programming that 
celebrates tribal history and culture

Å Incorporate native plants with native 
uses

TRIBAL PRIORITIES
ON THE WATERFRONT



Å Constructed salmon corridor improvements as part of Seawall

Å Incorporated native plants in promenade design

Å Approved two art projects:

Å {Ƙŀǳƴ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ In the Spirit of Sealth

Å hǎŎŀǊ ¢ǳŀȊƻƴΩǎ Coast Salish Longhouse-inspired piece

Å Began constructing Pier 62 Rebuild, which will include flexible 
space for tribal events and gatheringsand floating boat dock for 
canoe landingsand tribal fish sales

Å Designed Habitat Beach improvements, which will also provide 
additional canoe landing opportunities 

TRIBAL PRIORITIES
INCLUDED IN THE WATERFRONT DESIGN



HABITAT IMPROVEMENTS



HABITAT IMPROVEMENTS
SALMON HABITAT


