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Project Background & Goals

Our Vision is to foster healthy urban forests in Central Puget 

Sound (CPS) that produce multiple benefits: reduced 

stormwater pollution, improved air quality, captured carbon, 

expanded habitat, and improved human well-being.  The goals 

of the project are to:

• Create a CPS Urban Tree Canopy (UTC) assessment based on 
best available science for use by organizations, and 
jurisdictions to prioritize UTC projects to achieve the highest 
return on investment

• Provide additional tools to support jurisdictions and 
organizations making decision about UTC projects

• Pilot urban carbon credit (CC) protocols to tap new sources 
of funding 
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Funds for this project were provided by the USDA 

Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry 

Program, administered through the State of 

Washington Department of Natural Resources 

Urban and Community Forestry Program.



Project Partners



Resources for Practioners:

• High-resolution Tree Canopy Analysis for urban areas 

of Snohomish, King and Pierce Counties

• Planting prioritization storymap that considers heat, 

equity and stormwater criteria

• Optimized i-Tree Landscape and Tree Equity Score 

online tools

• Climate Species Guide for Puget Sound trees

• Case studies and information to explore urban carbon 

credits



7-Steps to Building an 

Urban Tree Canopy Model
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Contact:
Hannah.kett@tnc.org

www.washingtonnature.org/cities

What is Next:
• Ensuring use of the tools

• Identifying partner cities for developing 

planting strategies

• Exploring how TNC can continue to 

support a healthy urban canopy in 

Washington


