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Overview 

ÅWhere did SGF come from? 

ÅHow does it work? 

ÅTrends in built projects 

ÅResources 



Precedent programs 

ÅBerlin: Biotope Area Factor 
1997.  Applied to specific 
neighborhoods throughout 
the city. 

ÅMalmö: Green Space Factor 
2001.  Applied to multifamily 
residential districts. 

ÅSeattle started with Berlin 
model, modified to reflect 
Seattle context 



How does the Green 
Factor work? 

ÅCode requirement based 
on in weighted menu, sets 
minimum score 

Å Includes green roofs and 
walls, bioretention, and 
permeable paving 

ÅCompliance required for 
permit approval, can 
άŘƻǳōƭŜ-Ŏƻǳƴǘέ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ 
other requirements 

 

 



Score sheet 

ωApplicant enters number 
and/or square footage of 
landscape features 

ωScore sheet multiplies 
each feature by a factor 
(from 0.1 to 1.0) 

ωTotal divided by parcel 
size, translates to % or 
Green Factor score 

ωFavors layered plantings, 
right-of-way 
improvements, and 
άōƻƴǳǎŜǎέ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Zone Minimum score 

Commercial & Neighborhood Commercial 0.30  (2006) 

Industrial Commercial (in Urban Villages) 0.30 (2010) 

Midrise and Highrise Residential 0.50 (2009) 

Lowrise Multifamily Residential 0.60 (2010) 

South Downtown 0.30 (2011) 

South Lake Union 0.30 (2013) 

Where does Green Factor apply? 

ÅSame scoresheet used in all zones where GF is required 



 

 

 

 

 

Project size Minimum designer 
qualifications 

<10 housing units 
<20 new parking spaces 
<12K sq ft nonresidential development 
<500 sq ft container plantings 

Certified landscape designer, 
certified professional 
horticulturalist, licensed 
landscape architect 

Projects exceeding the thresholds 
above 

Licensed landscape architect 

Qualifications to submit plans 


