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i Improving livability and ecological function
through landscaping standards
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Dave LaClergue, Urban Desig'r'

Phase IV Terry Plaza Looking East '
ase IV Terry Plaza Looking Eas Seattle Department of Planning andevelopment



Overview

A Where did SGF come from?
A How does it work?

A Trends in built projects

A Resources

Lake Washington




Precedent programs

A Berlin: Biotope Area Factor
1997. Applied to specific
neighborhoods throughout
the city.

A Malmo: Green Space Factor
2001. Applied to multifamily
residential districts.

A Seattle started with Berlin
model, modified to reflect
Seattle context
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A Includesgreen roofs and
walls,bioretention, and
permeable paving

A Complianceequired for
permitapproval, can
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Green Factor Score Sheet SEATTLE
Froject fifla: enter sq f
of parcel
Parcel size (enter this value first) | 5,000 | | SCORE
Landscape Elements** Totals from GF worksheet Factor Total
A Landscaped areas (select one of the following for each area)
enter sq f
1 Landscaped areas with a soil depth of less than 24" E 01
enter sq ft
2 Landscaped areas with a soil depth of 24" or greater E 06
enter sq ft
3 Bioretention facilities /1 1.0
B Plantings (credit for plants in landscaped areas from Section A)
enter sq f
1 Mulch, ground covers, or other plants less than 2' tall at maturity 01
enter number of plants
2 Shrubs or perennials 2'+ at maturity - calculated E 0 03
at 12 sq ft per plant (typically planted no closer than 18" on center)
enter number of plants
3 Tree canopy for "small trees" or equivalent E 1] 03
(canopy spread 8' to 15') - calculated at 75 sq ft per tree
enter number of plants
4 Tree canopy for "smallimedium trees” or equivalent E 1] 03
(canopy spread 16" to 20') - calculated at 150 sq ft per tree
enter number of plants
5 Tree canopy for "medium/large trees” or equivalent m 1] 04
(canopy spread of 21" to 25') - calculated at 250 sq ft per tree
enter number of plants
8  Tree canopy for "large trees” or equivalent E 0 04
(canopy spread of 26" to 30') - calculated at 350 sq ft per tree
enter inches DBH
7 Tree canopy for preservation of large existing frees E 1] 0.8
with trunks 6"+ in diameter - calculated at 20 sq ft per inch diameter
C Green roofs
enter sq ft
1 Over at least 2" and less than 4" of growth medium E 04
enter sq ft
2 Over at least 4" of growth medium E 07
enter sq ft
D Vegetated walls E 07
enter sq f
E Approved water features 07
F Permeable paving
enter sg i
1 Permeable paving over at least 6" and less than 24" of soil or gravel i 02
enter sq ft
2 Permeahle paving over at least 24" of soil or gravel E 05
enter 5q ft
G Structural soil systems m 02
sub-fotal of sq ft = Q
H Bonuses
enter sq ft
1 Drought-tolerant or native plant species 01
enter sq it
2 Landscaped areas where at least 50% of annual imgation needs are met E 02
through the use of harvested rainwater
enter sq ft
3 Landscaping visible to passersbhy from adjacent E 01
public right of way or public open spaces
enter sq ft
4 Landscaping in food cultivation E 01

Green Facfor numerator =

Score sheet

w Applicant enters number
and/or square footage of
landscape features

w Score sheet multiplies
each feature by a factor
(from 0.1 to 1.0)

w Total divided by parcel
size translates to % or
Green Factoscore

w Favors layered plantings,
right-of-way
Improvements, and
G002y dzaSac



Where does Green Factor apply?

Zone Minimum score

Commercia& Neighborhnood Commercial 0.30 (2006)
IndustrialCommercial (in Urban Villages) 0.30 (2010)
Midrise andHighriseResidential 0.50 (2009)
LowriseMultifamily Residential 0.60 (2010)
South Downtown 0.30 (2011)

South Lake Union 0.30(2013)

A Samescoresheeused in all zones where GF is required



Qualifications to submit plans

Projectsize Minimum designer
gualifications

<10housing units Certifiedlandscape designer,
<20 new parking spaces certified professional

<12K sq ft nonresidential developme horticulturalist, licensed
<500 sq ft container plantings landscape architect

Projectsexceeding the thresholds Licensed landscape architect
above



