
FROM SHELVES TO STOMACHS 
The challenges of food donation  

Food is 
delivered 

Food is 
purchased 

Family shares 
a meal 

Food is displayed 
for sale 

Food arrives 
in homes 

Businesses have surplus, 
unsold, edible food 

Lack staff capacity or are 
not aware of what can 
and cannot be donated  

Non-profits pick 
up food 

Missed pick-ups due to 
equipment or or are not 

sure what items to pick up  

Food is sorted, 
stored, and prepared 

Incorrect ingredients or items 
are not of quality  

Food is selected and 
served to people 

Time/ability constraints,   
varying preferences, etc  
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Food is sorted 
and stored for 

donation  
Food is improperly 

sorted or stored  




