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Extended Producer Responsibility
Product Stewardship
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EPR is an environmental management strategy

Å Manufacturers take responsibility for their 
products at the end-of-life

Å Programs involve recycling and/or safe disposal 
of unwanted products

Å Costs are shifted from local governments to the 
users and producers of the product

Å Cohesive private sector systems are create for 
effectively providing, accessing, and promoting 
end-of-life management systems



Product Waste

ÅNo incentive for 

manufacturers to design 

better products.

ÅGovernment and 

ratepayers pay for 

recycling/disposal.
Images from the Story of Stuff with Annie Leonard from www.storyofstuff.com
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Product Waste

Producers want lower costs:

ÅRecycled materials used in new 
products.

ÅRecycling drives less toxic and 
easier to recycle product design

Product Stewardship System

Producer

Producers

Collectors: 

curbside, retailers, 

depots, buy-back, 

charities etc.



A Simpler Time


