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— Summary of Source Control Program Actions (2025)

1.

Business Inspection Program - Summary of Actions:

The City implements a Source Control program (S5.C.8) to reduce pollutants in runoff from areas of

existing development that discharge to the MS4. This includes an inspection program for businesses

and/or properties identified based on the presence of activities that are pollutant generating.

Below is a summary of the City’s actions taken in 2025 to implement these source control requirements
(S5.C.8.¢c).

(1)

(2)

Permit condition S5.C.8.c.i: The City distributes site-specific materials and provides technical
assistance during source control business inspections. The Seattle Green Business Program and
the relaunched regional Envirostars Program also provide stormwater best management
practice information during site visits and through their hotline and website. Information of a
general nature is provided on social media via Twitter and Facebook and on the City’s webpage.

In 2025, SPU developed and mailed a new stormwater BMP-focused postcard to the entire
business inventory of over 1800 businesses; see Figures 1 and 2.

Permit condition S5.C.8.c.ii: In 2025, the City of Seattle conducted 395 source control
inspections on properties draining to the MS4 in Seattle. These inspections include initial site
inspections, follow-up visits and audit inspections. This represents 21% of the targeted
inventory. Sites are prioritized for inspection based on risk level, which determines inspection
frequency (high = 2 yrs, medium =4 yrs, low = 6 yrs). Risk level is determined by outdoor
activity, business type, etc.

Permit condition S5.C.8.c.iii: All businesses identified through the complaint program received
inspections (100%).
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https://S5.C.8.c.ii

No business wants to be
a stormwater polluter!

Stormwater should start and

end clean, clear and cold. But
stormwater run-off can carry

oils, detergents, pesticides, and
other toxic chemicals from the
ground and into storm drains that
lead straight to lakes, streams,

or Puget Sound. This can pose
health and safety risks to our
community and environment.

Scan the QR codes on the right

to learn more about pollution
prevention requirements and Best
Management Practices (BMPs) for
Seattle businesses.

Stormwater

Businesses must take action to Stormwater
prevent pollution at its source to Pollution
keep our waters safe and clean! Prevention BMPs

The SPU Green Business Progr:am offers free tools and services
to help Seattle-area businesses understand and stay in
compliance with stormwater regulations.

Reach us at 206-343-8505, Seattle
or learn more at: bit.ly/SPUGBP Public Utilities

Figure 1: Front page of a new stormwater and stormwater BMP postcard sent to the entire source

control business inventory in 2025.

Public

“\ﬂh Seattle  pBysiNESS STORMWATER POLLUTION PREVENTION
W utilities  Best Management Practices (BMPs)

Find and Protect Onsite Storm Drains

Find where water will flow from your work
site and protect your storm drains to prevent
pollutants from entering local waterways. Best
practice is to move activities that could release
oils, chemicals, detergents, or other pollutants
away from locations that could lead to a storm
drain, and properly contain pollutants.

Traln Employees

Ensure your staff are properly trained in the

following key practices:

1. How to safely store and use chemicals and
hazardous materials so they do not pollute
the ground, drains, or waterways

N

. What can be washed and where so that
soap, soil, oil, and other chemicals do not
enter storm drains

3. How to create a spill plan and clean all spills
promptly

Figure 2: Back page of a new stormwater and stormwater BMP postcard sent to the entire source control

business inventory in 2025.

Prevent and Clean Up Spills

Create and follow your spill prevention and
clean-up plan. A spill can be a one-time event, a
continuous leak, or frequent small spills. All types
must be addressed.

Order a free spill kit: bit.ly/SPUSpillKitOrderForm

If you have a spill, call Seattle Public Utilities at
(206) 386-1800.

Dispose of Fluids and Wastes

Responsible parties must properly dispose of

solid and liquid waste, as well as contaminated
stormwater and street waste. Depending on the
type of waste, there are a few options for disposal:

1. Permitted centralized waste treatment facilities
2. Municipal solid waste and recycling facilities

3. Hazardous waste treatment, storage, and
disposal facilities
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2. Progressive Enforcement Policy - Summary of Actions:

The City implements a progressive policy to require sites to come into compliance with stormwater
requirements within a reasonable time period. The progressive enforcement policy includes a corrective
action letter and a notice of violation. The responsible party can also enter into a voluntary compliance
agreement. If the violation cannot be resolved, the case may be referred to Ecology for enforcement.

Below is a summary of enforcement actions taken in 2025 for the Business Inspection Program
(S5.C.8.c), the Private Stormwater Facility Program (S5.C.10.b), the Complaints/Spill Response Program
(S5.C.9.c & d), and the Dry Weather Screening Program (S5.C.9.c).! Records are maintained
electronically.

Source Control Enforcement Actions by Program Type

Program Corrective Second and Notice of Voluntary Ecology

Type Action Letter Final Violation Compliance Referral
Agreement

Business
Inspection
Program

Private

Stormwater Phasing Out/No
Facility Longer Used
Program

Water

(olTE1114Y,
Complaints

Spill
Response 0* 0 Gt 0 0

Dry Weather
Screening

*Corrective Actions would be issued through the follow up business inspection process.
**Three Spill NOVs were identified during Business Inspections (BMP 1).

Records are maintained electronically and data can be provided upon request.

1 Complaint response, spill response and the Dry Weather Screening Program form part of the “lllicit Connections
and lllicit Discharges Detection and Elimination (IDDE) Program” as it is referred to in the MS4 Permit.
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