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= Emergency management. SPU has developed emergency management plans to continue to
provide collection, transfer, and disposal of disaster debris and other waste in case natural
disasters, civil disturbances, or other unexpected events occur that disrupt normal solid
waste operations.

Figure 7.1 shows the solid waste system, including collection, from the perspective of
residential customers.

Figure 7.1  Seattle Solid Waste System

5
romrar
&3

TRANSFER STATION =
II I 11 HHHH \ [ \ UHHHH—‘—‘—‘—‘—‘-’H @ ©)
“Hl~3l
J20MILESTO
COLUMBIA RIDGE LANDFILL
ARLINGTON, DREGON —~
nmwm%a-»/

A network of public and private service providers and facilities transfer, process, and landfill
waste generated in Seattle. Table 7.1 lists the facilities in Seattle's solid waste system that
handle residential, commercial, and self-haul waste. Facilities that handle construction and
demolition (C&D) debris for salvage and reuse, source-separated recycling, mixed recycling, and
transfer are listed in Chapter 8, Construction and Demolition Debris.
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Source: Seattle Public Utilities
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Table 7.1

OPERATOR

FACILITY/LOCATION

City-Owned Permitted Facilities in Seattle

Solid Waste Transfer, Processing, and Disposal Facilities Serving Seattle

TYPE

SPU

North Transfer Station
1350 N 34th St

City-contracted residential
garbage and food and yard
waste collection transfer

City-contracted commercial
garbage and food and yard
collection transfer

Self-haul garbage, yard and

wood waste, recycling, and
reuse

SPU

South Transfer Station
130 S Kenyon St

City-contracted residential
garbage and food and yard
waste collection transfer

City-contracted commercial
garbage and food and yard
waste collection transfer
Self-haul garbage, yard and
wood waste, and recycling

Privately-Owned Permitted Facilities in Seattle

Connections

Intermodal Facility
635 S Edmunds St

Recology Materials Recovery Facility Recycling processing
4401 E Marginal Way S
Republic Rabanco Recycling Material Recovery Recycling processing
Services Facility Intermodal transfer of C&D
2733 3rd Ave S debris to long-haul disposal
Seadrunar Seadrunar Recycling Recycling processing
28 S Brandon St
Waste Northwest Container Services Intermodal transfer of C&D

debris to long-haul disposal

Waste
Management,
Inc.

Alaska Reload Facility
70 S Alaska St

Contaminated soil transfer
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OPERATOR FACILITY/LOCATION TYPE
Waste Eastmont Transfer Station Some garbage transfer
Management, 7201 W Marginal Way Some food and yard waste
Inc. transfer

C&D debris transfer

Waste Biomedical Waste Facility Biomedical treatment
Management, 149 Sw Kenyon St
Inc.
Union Pacific Argo Rail Yard Intermodal transfer of garbage
Railroad 402 S Dawson St and C&D debris to long-haul
(used by Waste disposal
Management,
Inc.)

Privately-Owned Permitted Facilities Outside Seattle

Cedar Grove

Cedar Grove Everett

3620 36th PI NE

Everett, WA

Cedar Grove Maple Valley
7825 Cedar Grove Rd SE
Maple Valley, WA

Food and yard waste
composting

Lenz Enterprises

Compost Facility
5210 WA-532
Stanwood, WA

Food and yard waste
composting

Waste
Connections

Finley Buttes Landfill

73221 Bombing Range Rd
Boardman, OR

C&D landfill disposal

Waste Columbia Ridge Regional Landfill Landfill disposal
Management, 18177 Cedar Springs Lane

Inc. Arlington, OR

Republic Roosevelt Landfill C&D landfill disposal
Services

500 Roosevelt Grade Road
Roosevelt, WA
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The locations of the key Seattle-owned or -contracted facilities appear in Figure 7.2. Other
facilities important to regional jurisdictions or privately-operated recycling handlers in the local

area are not shown.

Figure 7.2

Seattle Solid Waste Facilities
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= Maintenance laborers operate compactors to load solid waste into intermodal containers
and prepare trailers for shipment.

= Administrative employees ensure personnel and other resources are allocated
appropriately. They also generally ensure that other staff have what they need to safely do
their jobs.

Seattle’s transfer stations are open and available 362 days per year from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. to
self-haul and commercial customers. Transfer stations serve a wide variety of vehicles and
customers, and they receive a variety of garbage, recyclables, and food and yard waste. All
garbage and food and yard waste are loaded into containers during each workday and hauled
to their next destination. Garbage is compacted and loaded into shipping containers. Food and
yard waste are loaded into open-top trailers.

North Transfer Station
@ Seattle Public Utilities
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North Transfer Station entrance (Source: SPU Image Library)

In addition to consolidating waste from Seattle’s contracted collectors (discussed in Chapter 6,
Solid Waste, Handling, Collection, and Removal), transfer stations also accept materials
unsuitable for curbside collection. Residents with large items or excess quantities of waste can
bring these materials to the stations for recycling or disposal. The stations also serve businesses
that choose to self-haul their waste and recyclable materials.

Self-haul accounts for a relatively small portion of the approximately 420,000 tons handled at
the transfer stations each year. Collection trucks made up 16% of the trips to the transfer
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stations and drop-off 75% of the tonnage due to their large vehicle size. Table 7.2 (contracted
collectors) and Table 7.3 show the number of trips (single visits) and tons of material
transferred through NTS and STS.

Table 7.2 Transfer Services for Garbage and Food and Yard Waste from City-
Contracted Collectors at NTS and STS in 2020

Waste Type Trips Tons Trips Tons Trips Tons
Garbage 8,044 47,623 | 31,734 166,454 | 39,778 214,077
Food and yard waste | 1,990 14,604 | 11,831 86,873 | 13,821 101,477
Totals 10,034 62,227 | 43,565 253,327 | 53,599 315,554

Table 7.3 Self-Haul Service Provided by NTS and STS in 2020

SELF-HAUL

Waste Type Trips Tons Trips Tons Trips Tons
Garbage 105,739 37,198 | 120,890 57,900 | 226,629 95,098
Yard waste 10,042 2,060 16,968 4,691 27,010 6,751
Wood waste 633 201 671 405 1,304 606
Other recycling 4,057 1441 13,837 1015 17,894 2,456
Totals 120,471 40,900 | 152,366 64,011 | 272,837 104,911

One of the primary challenges at the transfer stations is managing the number of self-haul
customers. Individual self-haul trips require more staff resources per trip for scale transactions
and assistance on the tipping floor, and these customers take longer to unload than commercial
trucks. Although handling a high volume of customers with small loads is relatively costly,
providing convenient self-haul services for residents and commercial customers is an important
SPU objective.

One challenge to optimizing transfer station operations is gathering data on (1) who is using
transfer stations, (2) why they use the transfer stations, and (3) what they need from these
facilities to better serve them. Lack of customer data limits SPU’s ability to evaluate both the
equity of services provided to customers across Seattle and the quality of service overall.
Transfer station operations are informed by waste characterization study data (see Chapter 3,
Seattle Waste Data and Trends, for more information), but these types of studies provide
limited insight into behavior and attitudes around transfer station use.
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In addition to Midway and Kent Highlands, Seattle has 12 other historic landfills. An assessment
in 1984 by Public Health—Seattle & King County concluded that no further action was needed
at five of the historic landfills (Green Lake, Judkins Park, the Arboretum, Rainier Playfield, and
Sick’s Stadium). Actions recommended for seven other sites (Interbay, Genessee, Montlake,
Haller Lake, West Seattle, South Park, and 6" Avenue South) have been implemented or are
underway. In 2019, SPU signed a consent decree that details the cleanup elements required for
the South Park Landfill.

Figure 7.3  Historic Landfill Sites in Seattle
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