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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents an end of year review of 
the core data sets the Seattle Department of 
Transportation (SDOT) collects and maintains 
including volumes, speeds, and collisions. The 
use of this data, guided by department plans and 
policies, serves as the foundation for making 
informed decisions on nearly all work at SDOT 
from safety improvements to repaving to grant 
applications. It is fundamental to measuring 
project performance. The breadth and depth of 
the data collected allows objective discussion of 
project merits and results, be it a new crosswalk 
or an entire safety corridor. As the demands and 
complexity of Seattle’s transportation network 
grow, the information supporting decisions 
about that network continues to expand and now 
includes significant data on pedestrians, bicycles, 
and trucks.

This report is prepared in compliance with Seattle 
Municipal Code 11.16.220, which requires the 
City Traffic Engineer to present an annual traffic 
report that includes information about traffic 
trends and traffic collisions on City of Seattle 
streets. Beyond this legal requirement, the report 
strives to serve as an accessible reference of 
Seattle traffic data and trends for all.

In gathering and compiling the information 
in this report, the Seattle Department of 
Transportation does not waive the limitations on 
this information’s discoverability or admissibility 
under 23 U.S.C § 409. 

For additional information about traffic data 
and collisions on Seattle streets, readers may 
contact the City Traffic Engineer Dongho Chang 
at dongho.chang@seattle.gov or visit the SDOT 
webpage at www.seattle.gov/transportation/.

Sam Zimbabwe, SDOT Director
Seattle Department of Transportation

						    
Dongho Chang, P.E., City Traffic Engineer
Seattle Department of Transportation
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TRAFFIC VOLUMES AND SPEEDS

The Seattle Department of Transportation (SDOT) 
collects and maintains volume data for vehicles 
(including trucks), pedestrians, and bicycles. 
Engineers and planners use volume data to 
select future project locations, support grant 
applications, and track the performance of traffic 
projects once they are installed.

SDOT collects vehicle speed data in addition to 
volume data. Speed data is particularly useful 
for making traffic safety decisions such as those 
connected with traffic calming, Safe Routes to 
School, Seattle’s Vision Zero Plan and crossing 
improvements.

Speed data can also be reprocessed into vehicle 
classification data that categorizes vehicles in up 
to 13 different groups, including motorcycles, cars, 
and numerous types of trucks. Such data gives 
planners and engineers a better understanding of 
the movement of goods within the city.

Traffic volumes, speeds, and 
reported collisions are the three 
cardinal pieces of data traffic 
engineers and planners use 
to evaluate changes to Seattle 
streets.
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MOTOR VEHICLE VOLUMES
SDOT is responsible for counting the volume of 
traffic on certain city arterial streets each year. 

At 20 locations, SDOT conducts control counts 
every month. These counts are used to create 
a monthly control factor. This factor can be 
applied to every count we take to adjust for 
seasonal changes in traffic. In addition, SDOT 
measures vehicle volume at 164 screen line 
locations. These locations are identified in 
Seattle’s Comprehensive Plan, and the counts 
are used to determine screen line levels of 
service as required by the plan. We also measure 
vehicle volume at 111 additional locations each 
year. The locations of control, screen line, and 

other regular counts are shown on maps in the 
Supporting Data. SDOT also measures volume at 
ad hoc locations throughout the year as needed 
for traffic analysis and engineering studies. 

Using the annual counts taken at 19 of Seattle’s 
bridges (including I-5, I-90, SR 520, and 1st Ave 
S), SDOT derives a proxy number for citywide 
motor vehicle average daily traffic (ADT). Traffic 
volumes increased by 3.6% from 2017 to 2018. 
The Figure 1 graph of Seattle’s ADT shows overall 
trend since 2009. Population, employment, and 
transit ridership trends are also shown in Figure 
2 through Figure 5, along with commute mode 
share for context.

FIGURE 1: AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC IN SEATTLE
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FIGURE 2: SEATTLE POPULATION
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FIGURE 3: ANNUAL REGIONAL TRANSIT RIDERSHIP
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FIGURE 26: SDOT SCREENLINE TRAFFIC VOLUME COUNT LOCATIONS
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FIGURE 27: SDOT 2018 TRAFFIC FLOW MAP VOLUME COUNT LOCATIONS
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Permanent Bike Counters
 Bike with Display

 Bike and Pedestrian

 Bike

P
"

!

Linden Ave N
south of N 
135th St

Burke Gilman 
Trail north of 
NE 70th St

39th Ave
NE south of 
NE 62nd St

Elliott Bay 
Trail in Myrtle 
Edwards Park

Chief Sealth 
Trail north of 
S Thistle St

MTS Trail 
(I-90) at 
Lakeside Ave S

26th Ave SW south 
of SW Oregon St - 
Delridge Greenway

2nd Ave PBL
south of 
Madison

S Spokane St
Bridge

Broadway PBL 
between Pike 
St and Union St

NW 58th St
east of 22nd 
Ave NW

Fremont
Bridge

N

FIGURE 28: PERMANENT BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN COUNT LOCATIONS
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TABLE 14: FREMONT BRIDGE TOTAL

Month 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
January n/a 44,884 59,873 60,630 51,733 49,805 58,591
February n/a 50,027 47,025 58,659 60,381 42,001 50,677
March n/a 66,089 63,494 71,144 69,804 58,747 77,284
April n/a 71,998 86,855 83,697 93,639 68,413 79,947
May n/a 108,574 118,644 107,775 114,159 109,089 129,813
June n/a 99,280 110,907 113,717 107,617 107,801 113,145
July n/a 117,974 120,669 112,780 105,683 118,904 128,018
August n/a 104,549 112,490 103,351 112,380 120,188 111,809
September n/a 80,729 97,558 91,140 94,157 96,498 96,242
October n/a 81,352 83,184 83,003 69,883 88,143 90,982
November 50,647 59,270 56,990 56,668 64,097 57,684 68,431
December 36,369 43,553 48,507 43,992 38,937 45,862 46,941

TABLE 15: 2018 MACHINE BICYCLE COUNTS

Location Count Type
Calculated Annual Average  

Bike Volume
Fremont Bridge Totem Continuous Counter 2,880
Westlake Ave N W/O 4th Ave N Short Duration Count 1,640
Montlake Br North Approach Sidewalk Short Duration Count 1,620
University Br S of Point A Short Duration Count 1,410
Burke Gilman Trail E/O 9th Ave NW Short Duration Count 1,350
Elliott Bay Trail in Myrtle Edwards Park Continuous Counter 1,200
2nd Ave PBL N/O Spring St Short Duration Count 1,000
BGT North of NE 70th St Continuous Counter 950
2nd Ave Cycle Track Continuous Counter 860
Spokane St Bridge Continuous Counter 790
Dexter Ave N S/O Howe St Short Duration Count 740
Mercer St PBL E/O Taylor Ave N Short Duration Count 700
Mercer St PBL E/O 6th Ave N Short Duration Count 680
Dexter Ave N N/O Denny Way Short Duration Count 650
MTS I-90 Trail Continuous Counter 560
Gilman Ave W NW/O W Bertona St Short Duration Count 540
Ballard Br Sidewalk Short Duration Count 380
2nd Ave NW of Cedar St Short Duration Count 350
Lk Wash Blvd S N/O S Horton NR St Short Duration Count 330
Broadway Cycle Track Continuous Counter 320
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Location Count Type
Calculated Annual Average  

Bike Volume
Greenlake Way N N/O N 54th St Short Duration Count 320
Fremont Ave N N/O N 86th St Short Duration Count 290
Pike St sw of Terry Ave Short Duration Count 250
Alki Ave SW (Alki Trl) SW/O 59th Ave Short Duration Count 240
NE 40th St E/O Brooklyn Ave NE Short Duration Count 240
Interlake Dr E N/O E Galer St Short Duration Count 200
Hiawatha Pl S SE/O S Charles St Short Duration Count 190
S Jackson St E/O 23rd Ave S Short Duration Count 190
12th Ave S S/O S Weller St Short Duration Count 120
22nd Ave S/O E Union St Short Duration Count 120
39th Ave Greenway at 62nd St Continuous Counter 120
Duwamish River Trail NW/O S Holden St Short Duration Count 120
Fauntleroy Way SW SW/O California Ave SW Short Duration Count 110
NW 58 St Greenway at 22nd Ave NW Continuous Counter 110
12th Ave NE N/O NE 50th St Short Duration Count 100
Roosevelt Way NE S/O NE 45th St Short Duration Count 100
22nd Ave SE/O E Madison St Short Duration Count 90
45th Ave SW N/O SW Dakota St Short Duration Count 80
Greenwood Ave N S/O N 85th St Short Duration Count 80
SODO Trail N/O S Forest St Short Duration Count 80
21st Ave E S/O E Mercer St Short Duration Count 70
24th Ave S S/O S Judkins ST Short Duration Count 70
26th Ave SW at Oregon St Continuous Counter 60
E Columbia St W/O 23rd Ave Short Duration Count 50
E Republican St W/O 16th Ave E Short Duration Count 50
Lafayette Ave S N/O S Hinds St Short Duration Count 50
N 44th St W/O Corliss Ave N Short Duration Count 50
NE 68th St E/O Ravenna Ave NE Short Duration Count 50
NW 83rd St W/O 8th Ave NW Short Duration Count 50
W Boston St E/O 1st Ave W Short Duration Count 50
22nd Ave N/O E Columbia St Short Duration Count 40
22nd Ave SW N/O SW Andover St Short Duration Count 40
26th Ave S S/O S Norman St Short Duration Count 40
N 43rd St W/O Burke Ave N Short Duration Count 40
NE 68th St E/O 27th Ave NE Short Duration Count 40

TABLE 15: MACHINE BICYCLE COUNT (CONTINUED)
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Location Count Type
Calculated Annual Average  

Bike Volume
NE 70th St W/O 15th Ave NE Short Duration Count 40
SW Myrtle St W/O 18th Ave SW Short Duration Count 40
18th Ave S N/O S Bayview St Short Duration Count 30
23rd Ave E S/O E Lynn St Short Duration Count 30
25th Ave S N/O S Massachusetts St Short Duration Count 30
30th Ave SW N/O SW Barton St Short Duration Count 30
Boyer Ave E (PBL) NW/O 23rd Ave E Short Duration Count 30
Burke Ave N N/O N 43rd St Short Duration Count 30
N 43rd St W/O Wallingford Ave N Short Duration Count 30
NE 44th St W/O Latona Ave NE Short Duration Count 30
S Judkins St W/O 26th Ave S Short Duration Count 30
27th Ave NE N/O NE 130th St Short Duration Count 20
30th Ave SW N/O SW Roxbury St Short Duration Count 20
30th Ave SW N/O SW Trenton St Short Duration Count 20
34th Ave SW N/O SW Morgan St Short Duration Count 20
39th Ave NE S/O NE 60th St Short Duration Count 20
E Highland Dr W/O 21st Ave E Short Duration Count 20
NE 68th St E/O 17th Ave NE Short Duration Count 20
NE 68th St E/O 37th Ave NE Short Duration Count 20
NE 82nd St W/O 38th Ave NE Short Duration Count 20
S Henderson St W/O 50th Ave S Short Duration Count 20
SW Kenyon St W/O 31st Ave SW Short Duration Count 20
17th Ave SW N/O SW Henderson St Short Duration Count 10
20th Ave E N/O E Highland Dr Short Duration Count 10
30th Ave SW N/O SW Thistle St Short Duration Count 10
34th Ave SW N/O SW Kenyon St Short Duration Count 10
34th Ave SW N/O SW Myrtle St Short Duration Count 10
NE 125th St E/O 12th Ave NE Short Duration Count 10
NE 89th St W/O 35th Ave NE Short Duration Count 10
S Grand St E/O 24th Ave S Short Duration Count 10
S Norman St W/O 26th Ave S Short Duration Count 10
SW Kenyon St W/O 16th Ave SW Short Duration Count 10
SW Cambridge St E/O 30th Ave SW Short Duration Count 5

TABLE 15: MACHINE BICYCLE COUNT (CONTINUED)
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SPEED DATA
TABLE 16: SPEED DATA

Locations Directions
Speed 
Limit

85th 
Percentile 

speed

High End 
Speeder 

Percentage  Date
12th Ave NE S/O NE 75th St N 25 30.2 2.1% 2/26/2018
16th Ave S, N/O 16th Ave S Br S 30 43.9 37.1% 8/23/2018
16th Ave S, N/O 16th Ave S Br N 30 41.3 21.0% 8/23/2018
1st Ave NE, S/O NE 145th St S 30 34.4 2.0% 2/26/2018
1st Ave NE, S/O NE 145th St N 30 34.1 1.3% 2/26/2018
24th Ave E, N/O E Prospect St S 30 39.6 13.1% 10/24/2018
24th Ave E, N/O E Prospect St N 30 37.5 6.2% 10/24/2018
24th Ave NW, S/O NW 80th St N 30 31.2 0.4% 2/26/2018
24th Ave NW, S/O NW 80th St S 30 30.4 0.2% 2/26/2018
31st Ave S S/O S Jackson St N 30 36.6 4.5% 6/29/2018
31st Ave S S/O S Jackson St S 30 33.2 0.6% 7/11/2018
35th Ave SW, S/O SW Morgan St S 35 39.1 1.4% 9/20/2018
35th Ave SW, S/O SW Morgan St N 35 36.9 0.8% 9/20/2018
3rd Ave NW, S/O NW 145th St S 30 32.1 0.3% 5/21/2018
3rd Ave NW, S/O NW 145th St N 30 30.6 0.2% 5/21/2018
4th Ave S, N/O S Dawson St N 35 45.6 17.8% 8/24/2018
4th Ave S, N/O S Dawson St S 35 44.8 14.1% 8/23/2018
8th Ave S, S/O S Director St N 30 31.6 0.6% 6/6/2018
8th Ave S, S/O S Director St S 30 31.5 0.6% 6/6/2018
8th Ave SW, N/O SW Roxbury St S 30 34.0 1.7% 2/8/2018
8th Ave SW, N/O SW Roxbury St N 30 21.2 0.0% 2/8/2018
Aurora Ave N S/O N 112th St S 35 43.1 8.0% 7/19/2018
Aurora Ave N S/O N 112th St N 35 41.0 3.1% 10/13/2018
Beach Dr SW, SE/O 61st Ave SW SE 30 30.1 0.2% 2/8/2018
Beach Dr SW, SE/O 61st Ave SW NW 30 29.9 0.1% 2/8/2018
Delridge Way SW, N/O SW Myrtle St N 30 36.5 3.8% 2/8/2018
Delridge Way SW, N/O SW Myrtle St S 30 21.7 0.0% 2/8/2018
E Madison St SW/O Lake Washington 
Blvd E

SW 30 29.4 0.2% 1/19/2018

E Madison St SW/O Lake Washington 
Blvd E

NE 30 28.9 0.2% 1/19/2018

East Green Lake Dr, NW/O  
Latona Ave NE

SE 30 30.5 0.3% 5/21/2018

East Green Lake Dr, NW/O Latona Ave NE NW 30 29.3 0.1% 5/21/2018
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TABLE 16: SPEED DATA (CONTINUED)

Locations Directions
Speed 
Limit

85th 
Percentile 

speed

High End 
Speeder 

Percentage  Date
Elliott Ave W, SE/O W Mercer Pl S 35 38.9 1.9% 10/24/2018
Elliott Ave W, SE/O W Mercer Pl N 35 37.4 1.2% 10/24/2018
Ellis Ave S, S/O S Warsaw St N 30 37.1 5.5% 6/6/2018
Ellis Ave S, S/O S Warsaw St S 30 22.6 0.0% 2/8/2018
Fauntleroy Way SW, S/O SW Alaska St S 30 32.6 1.3% 10/3/2018
Fauntleroy Way SW, S/O SW Alaska St N 30 31.9 1.0% 8/29/2018
Fremont Ave N, S/O N 46th St N 30 22.3 0.0% 5/21/2018
Fremont Ave N, S/O N 46th St S 30 24.9 0.0% 5/21/2018
Greenwood Ave N, N/O N 103rd St S 30 33.1 0.8% 9/27/2018
Greenwood Ave N, N/O N 103rd St N 30 30.5 0.4% 9/27/2018
Greenwood Ave N, S/O N 145th St S 35 35.5 0.4% 10/13/2018
Greenwood Ave N, S/O N 145th St N 35 33.5 0.2% 10/13/2018
M L King Jr Er Way S, S/O S Holly St N 35 37.0 1.4% 6/6/2018
M L King Jr Wr Way S, S/O S Holly St S 35 37.2 1.7% 3/28/2018
Mercer St, W/O Dexter Ave N E 25 35.0 15.0% 10/27/2018
Mercer St, W/O Dexter Ave N W 25 32.1 7.2% 10/27/2018
N 105th St, W/O Evanston W Ave W 30 35.9 4.0% 8/22/2018
N 105th St, W/O Evanston W Ave E 30 35.8 3.7% 8/16/2018
N 130th St, E/O Ashworth Ave N E 30 40.5 17.3% 2/8/2018
N 130th St, E/O Ashworth Ave N W 30 40.3 16.4% 2/8/2018
N 46th St, W/O Phinney Ave N E 30 34.2 1.4% 6/25/2018
N 46th St, W/O Phinney Ave N W 30 34.1 1.4% 6/25/2018
N 50th St, W/O 1 Ave NE (Wb 4ch) W 30 36.9 4.7% 6/11/2018
N 50th St, W/O 1 Ave NE (Wb 4ch) E 30 34.5 1.2% 6/11/2018
NE 125th St, E/O 26th Ave NE W 30 35.2 2.5% 4/19/2018
NE 125th St, E/O 26th Ave NE E 30 33.5 1.1% 4/19/2018
NE 65th St, W/O 15th Ave NE W 25 30.6 3.0% 9/27/2018
NE 65th St, W/O 15th Ave NE E 25 29.7 1.8% 9/27/2018
NE Northgate Way, W/O 15th Ave NE E 30 38.2 8.3% 1/12/2018
NE Northgate Way, W/O 15th Ave NE W 30 37.1 5.3% 1/12/2018
Nickerson St, NW/O Florentia St NW 30 36.3 4.5% 10/18/2018
Nickerson St, NW/O Florentia St SE 30 33.0 1.9% 10/18/2018
Phinney Ave N, S/O N 65th St S 30 27.2 0.1% 5/21/2018
Phinney Ave N, S/O N 65th St N 30 26.7 0.2% 5/21/2018
Pinehurst Way NE, NE/O NE 115th St SW 30 37.6 5.9% 5/21/2018
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TABLE 16: SPEED DATA (CONTINUED)

Locations Directions
Speed 
Limit

85th 
Percentile 

speed

High End 
Speeder 

Percentage  Date
Pinehurst Way NE, NE/O NE 115th St NE 30 35.6 2.8% 5/21/2018
Rainier Ave S, NW/O S Morgan St NW 30 38.8 10.7% 11/28/2018
Rainier Ave S, NW/O S Morgan St SE 30 37.4 6.5% 11/28/2018
Roosevelt Way NE, N/O NE 50th St S 25 28.9 1.7% 6/11/2018
S Columbian Way, SE/O S Angeline W St NW 30 34.9 2.0% 9/20/2018
S Columbian Way, SE/O S Angeline W St SE 30 32.3 0.8% 9/20/2018
S Lander St, W/O 6th Ave S N 30 N/A N/A N/A
S Lander St, W/O 6th Ave S S 30 N/A N/A N/A
S Lucile St, E/O 4th Ave S E 30 28.8 1.0% 1/26/2018
S Lucile St, E/O 4th Ave S W 30 25.5 0.7% 1/26/2018
S Othello St, E/O 43rd Ave S E 30 34.2 1.7% 1/26/2018
S Othello St, E/O 43rd Ave S W 30 32.2 0.9% 1/26/2018
S Spokane Nr St, E/O 1st Ave S W 35 27.9 0.1% 11/28/2018
S Spokane Sr St, W/O 4th Ave S E 30 29.7 0.5% 11/28/2018
Sand Point Way NE, S/O NE 74th St N 40 38.3 0.3% 6/11/2018
Sand Point Way NE, S/O NE 74th St S 40 38.3 0.2% 6/11/2018
Seaview Ave NW, N/O NW 67th St N 35 36.2 0.6% 6/25/2018
Seaview Ave NW, N/O NW 67th St S 35 34.6 0.2% 6/25/2018
Stone Way N, S/O N 45th St S 30 25.6 0.0% 1/19/2018
Stone Way N, S/O N 45th St N 30 24.8 0.0% 1/19/2018
SW Admiral Way, SE/O SW City View St SE 35 44.4 12.7% 10/27/2018
SW Admiral Way, SE/O SW City View St NW 35 42.0 5.3% 10/27/2018
SW Avalon Way, N/O 30th Ave SW S 30 32.3 0.5% 2/8/2018
SW Avalon Way, N/O 30th Ave SW N 30 22.2 0.0% 2/8/2018
SW Roxbury St, E/O 25th Ave SW W 30 34.7 1.4% 3/28/2018
SW Roxbury St, E/O 25th Ave SW E 30 22.6 0.0% 6/6/2018
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HISTORICAL COLLISION DATA

TABLE 17: HISTORICAL COLLISION DATA

Year  Statewide Collisions  Seattle Collisions  Police Reported  Citizen Reported 
2009 103,002 13,272 12,101 1,171 
2010 101,874 11,948 11,288 660
2011 98,945 12,405 11,240 1,165 
2012 99,615 12,725 10,614 2,111 
2013 99,770 12,736 10,310 2,426 
2014 107,685 12,034 10,815 2,425 
2015 117,080 14,244 10,930 3,314 
2016 122,399 13,641 11,603 2,038 
2017 121,081 12,469 10,959 1,516 
2018 116,001 12,185 10,249 1,936 

TABLE 18: FATAL/SERIOUS COLLISIONS

Year Fatal Serious Injury Total Serious Fatal
2009 24 200 224
2010 18 177 195
2011 10 140 150
2012 19 177 196
2013 22 156 178
2014 17 169 186
2015 21 143 164
2016 20 171 191
2017 19 168 187
2018 14 177 191
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TABLE 19: BICYCLE COLLISIONS

Year
Total 

Collisions
Possible/

Evident Injury Serious Injury
Fatal 

Collisions
Fatal and Serious 
Injury Collisions

2009 383 320 59 4 324
2010 364 315 48 1 316
2011 362 319 41 2 321
2012 387 358 28 1 359
2013 421 365 54 2 367
2014 380 316 21 1 317
2015 483 404 25 1 405
2016 440 352 26 3 381
2017 393 324 19 2 345
2018 370 284 23 1 308

TABLE 20: PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS

Year
Total 

Collisions
Possible/

Evident Injury Serious Injury
Fatal 

Collisions
Fatal and Serious 
Injury Collisions

2009 454 398 45 11 56
2010 496 448 43 5 48
2011 393 355 36 2 38
2012 469 417 44 8 52
2013 396 339 48 9 57
2014 473 360 52 6 58
2015 522 412 46 7 53
2016 553 428 61 5 66
2017 537 396 62 11 73
2018 546 425 60 9 69
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2018 ALL COLLISIONS
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TABLE 21: 2018 TOTAL COLLISION BY STATE COLLISION TYPE

Count
All Other Multi Vehicle 4
All other non-collision 3
Breakage of any part of the vehicle resulting in injury or in further property damage 4
Domestic animal other (cat, dog, etc.) 4
Entering at angle 2,106
Fire started in vehicle 1
Fixed object 748
From Opposite Direction 810
From Same Direction 3,251
Not stated 6
Parked 2,033
Another object 15
Bicycle 136
Train 10
Same Direction 135
Vehicle 793
Blank 2,126
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TABLE 22: CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES FOR ALL 2018 COLLISIONS

Fatality 
Collision

Serious 
Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision

Property 
Damage Only 

Collision Total
Apparently Asleep 1 17 24 42
Apparently Fatigued 8 9 17
Apparently Ill 1 7 10 18
Did not Grant Right of Way to Pedestrian 1 11 169 15 195
Did not Grant Right of Way to Vehicle 1 21 516 769 1,307
Disregard Flagger/Officer 2 3 5
Disregard Stop and Go Light 2 9 139 108 258
Disregard Stop Sign/Flashing Red 1 1 101 106 209
Disregard Yield Sign/Flashing Yellow 1 9 15 25
Driver Adjusting Audio or 
Entertainment System

4 4

Driver Distractions Outside Vehicle 1 18 23 42
Driver Eating or Drinking 2 3 5
Driver Grooming 1 1
Driver Interacting with passengers, 
Animals, or Objects Inside Vehicle

12 9 21

Driver Not Distracted 21 408 664 1,093
Driver Operating Handheld 
Telecommunications Device

1 5 15 21

Driver Operating Hands-free Wireless 
Telecommunications Device

1 3 4

Driver Operating Other Electronic 
Devices (computers, navigational, etc.)

6 4 10

Exceeding Reasonable and Safe Speed 4 102 144 250
Exceeding Stated Speed Limit 4 22 26 52
Failing to Signal 2 8 10
Failure to Use Xwalk 2 7 19 1 29
Following Too Closely 5 251 353 609
Had Taken Medication 2 3 5
Headlight Violation 1 1
Improper Backing 1 17 162 180
Improper Parking Location 11 11
Improper Passing 3 30 80 113
Improper Signal 5 3 8
Improper Turn 6 115 234 355
Improper U-Turn 26 61 87
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TABLE 22: CONTRIBUTING CIRCUMSTANCES FOR ALL 2018 COLLISIONS (CONTINUED)

Fatality 
Collision

Serious 
Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision

Property 
Damage Only 

Collision Total
Inattention 20 687 1,262 1,969
None 11 134 2,958 5,502 8,605
On Wrong Side OF Road 9 14 23
Operating Defective Equipment 2 16 60 78
Other 6 40 471 1,792 2,309
Other Driver Distractions Inside Vehicle 2 11 12 25
Over Center Line 2 18 30 50
Under the Influence of Alcohol 1 13 140 263 417
Under the Influence of Drugs 5 26 41 72
Unknown Driver Distraction 2 25 328 919 1,274

TABLE 23: 2018 FATALITIES

Location Collision Date Collision Type
Seaview Ave NW Between NW 67th St And NW 75th St 1/14/2018 Bicycle
Holman Rd NW Between 9th Ave NW and 7th Ave NW 2/2/2018 Vehicle
Aurora Ave N Between N 128th St And N 130th St 2/18/2018 Pedestrian
Sand Point Way NE Between NE 45th St and 40th Ave NE 4/30/2018 Pedestrian
1st Ave And Pine St 5/1/2018 Pedestrian
Pinehurst Way NE and Roosevelt S Way NE 5/21/2018 Pedestrian
15th Ave W and W Armory Way 6/13/2018 Pedestrian
Aurora Ave N Between Howe St And Lynn St 6/14/2018 Pedestrian
Seaview Ave NW Between NW 67th St And NW 75th St 8/14/2018 Motorcycle
14th Ave NW and NW 46th St 8/27/2018 Pedestrian
Aurora Ave N and Winona Ave N 9/30/2018 Vehicle
Thorndyke Ave W and Thorndyke Pl W 10/1/2018 Vehicle
15th Ave W Between W Boston St And W Wheeler St 12/12/2018 Pedestrian
Palatine Ave N and N 85th St 12/31/2018 Pedestrian
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2018 PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS
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TABLE 24: COLLISION LOCATION

Collision Location Count
Alley 3
Block 132
Intersection 410
Total 545

TABLE 25: PEDESTRIAN - INVOLVED COLLISION RATE PER MILLION INHABITANTS

Year
 Pedestrian 
Collisions 

Seattle 
Population

Pedestrian Collisions 
Per Capita

Pedestrian Collisions 
Per 100,000

2009 455 602,000 0.000756 76
2010 508 608,660 0.000835 83
2011 401 620,778 0.000646 65
2012 486 634,535 0.000766 77
2013 413 652,000 0.000633 63
2014 496 668,342 0.000742 74
2015 522 684,451 0.000763 76
2016 553 704,352 0.000785 79
2017 537 713,700 0.000752 75
2018 546 730,400 0.000788 75
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TABLE 26: INJURY CLASS OF PEDESTRIANS INVOLVED IN 2018 COLLISIONS BY FACILITY TYPE

Facility
Fatality 

Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision Total
Designated Bike Route 3 3
Marked Cross Walk 4 37 253 27 321
Other 17 4 21
Roadway 3 25 99 10 137
Shoulder 4 6 10
Sidewalk 1 3 17 2 23
Unmarked Crosswalk 4 36 4 44
Walkway 1 9 10
Not Stated 2 2

TABLE 27: INJURY CLASS OF PEDESTRIANS INVOLVED IN COLLISIONS IN 2018

Age
Fatality 

Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision Total
14 and Under 4 23 2 29
15 - 24 12 74 4 90
25 - 34 1 16 94 8 119
35 - 44 1 12 77 6 96
45 - 54 10 60 4 74
55 - 64 3 10 53 7 73
65 and over 4 5 37 6 51
Not Stated 5 24 10 39
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FIGURE 31: FACILITY THE PEDESTRIAN WAS USING FOR 2018 COLLISIONS
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FIGURE 32: GENDER OF PEDESTRIANS IN 2018 COLLISIONS
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FIGURE 33: 2018 PEDESTRIAN COLLISION SEVERITY BY HOUR OF THE DAY
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TABLE 28: PEDESTRIAN COLLISION SEVERITY BY HOUR OF DAY IN 2018

Hour
Fatality 

Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision Unknown Total
12 AM 1 22 2 7 32
1 AM 2 1 3
2 AM 1 2 3
3 AM 2 2
4 AM 3 3
5 AM 8 8
6 AM 1 10 11
7 AM 2 19 2 23
8 AM 1 28 2 31
9 AM 5 17 4 26

10 AM 1 2 14 2 19
11 AM 3 23 4 30
12 PM 2 22 3 27
1 PM 1 5 18 3 27
2 PM 4 29 1 34
3 PM 7 28 35
4 PM 5 36 4 45
5 PM 2 9 33 4 48
6 PM 4 42 1 47
7 PM 3 21 3 27
8 PM 2 16 4 22
9 PM 2 2 13 2 19

10 PM 1 3 12 16
11 PM 1 3 6 3 13
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FIGURE 34: 2018 PEDESTRIAN COLLISION SEVERITY BY DAY OF WEEK
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TABLE 29: PEDESTRIAN COLLISION SEVERITY BY DAY OF WEEK IN 2018

Day of Week
Fatality 

Collision Injury Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision Unknown Total
Sunday 1 6 31 7 1 46
Monday 4 11 80 5 1 101
Tuesday 1 10 64 8 1 84
Wednesday 2 13 56 9 2 82
Thursday 11 61 7 1 80
Friday 9 78 6 1 94
Saturday 5 56 3 64
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FIGURE 35: 2018 PEDESTRIAN COLLISION SEVERITY BY MONTH
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TABLE 30: PEDESTRIAN COLLISION SEVERITY BY MONTH IN 2018

Month
Fatality 

Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision Unknown Total
January 4 61 6 4 75
February 1 7 33 5 1 47
March 4 24 7 1 36
April 1 3 35 1 40
May 2 5 28 1 36
June 1 8 32 2 43
July 8 31 5 1 45
August 1 6 26 3 36
September 7 33 3 43
October 5 31 4 40
November 5 44 5 54
December 2 3 48 3 56
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TABLE 31: VEHICLE ACTIONS IN PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS IN 2018

Fatality 
Collision

Serious Injury 
Collision

Injury 
Collision

Property 
Damage Only 

Collision Total
Vehicle backing hits pedestrian 8 2 10
Vehicle going straight hits pedestrian 5 43 145 13 206
Vehicle turning left hits pedestrian 3 9 150 12 174
Vehicle turning right hits pedestrian 4 71 12 87
Vehicle turning right hits pedestrian 2 6 59 67

TABLE 32: INJURY CLASS OF PEDESTRIANS INVOLVED IN 2018 COLLISIONS BY WEATHER

Weather Condition
Fatality 

Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision Unknown Total
Not Stated 1 14 1 7 23
Blowing Sand or Dirt 
or Snow

1 1

Clear or Partly 
Cloudy

6 49 245 32 332

Fog/Smog/Smoke 2 2
Overcast 4 50 6 60
Raining 1 8 100 6 115
Severe Crosswind 1 1
Snowing 1 1 2
Unknown 2 13 15

TABLE 33: 2018 PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS BY 
LIGHT CONDITIONS

Count
Dark - No Street Lights 7
Dark - Street Lights Off 4
Dark - Street Lights On 175
Dawn 6
Daylight 315
Dusk 13
Unknown 8
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TABLE 34: 2018 PEDESTRIAN COLLISIONS BY ROAD CONDITION

Condition
Fatality 

Collision
Serious Injury 

Collision
Injury 

Collision
Property Damage 

Only Collision Unknown Total
Not Stated 1 14 1 7 23
Dry 7 50 266 33 356
Ice 1 1 2
Unknown 3 12 15
Wet 1 10 133 11 155





















This report is prepared in compliance with Seattle Municipal Code 11.16.220, which requires the City 
Traffic Engineer to present an annual traffic report that includes information about traffic trends and 
traffic collisions on City of Seattle streets. Beyond this legal requirement, the report strives to serve as 
an accessible reference of Seattle traffic data and trends for all.

In gathering and compiling the information in this report, the Seattle Department of Transportation 
does not waive the limitations on this information’s discoverability or admissibility under 23 U.S.C § 409.

For additional information about traffic data and collisions on Seattle streets, readers may contact the 
City Traffic Engineer Dongho Chang at dongho.chang@seattle.gov or visit http://data.seattle.gov.

The Seattle Department of Transportation
700 5th Avenue, Suite 3800
PO Box 34996
Seattle, WA 98124-4996
(206) 684-ROAD (7623)
www.seattle.gov/transportation
www.seattle.gov/visionzero 12.2019
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