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What's in this document?

1.

2.

Safe Routes to School What, Why, and How

Examples of how we used each of the "7 E"
strategies this year to make it safer and easier
for kids to walk and bike to school

. All the E's coming together to make a difference



What is Safe Routes
to School?

Partnership between the
City and Seattle Public
Schools to support students
to walk and bike to school
with a focus on equity.




Why Safe Routes to School?

Safe and welcoming . Safe streets
schools Clean air Independent youth

Connected
communities
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7E's

Equity
Environment
cation

This document gives examples of
each of the 7 E's (i.e., strategies to
support students to walk and-\sike to
school) for the 2024-25 school year.




o o o EQUITY
’ ' ' Foundational to our program, equity is infused
@ @ into each of the other E's

We prioritize staff and financial
investment at our equity priority scb_pols.
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- \ , b S - Student-designed community €4 “
4 ﬁ) e Bike to School Day celebrating crosswalk at Denny Intl' Middle SChool
S Dunlap Elementary’s bike bus and in Delridge (in addition to adding to S

neighborhood identity, art in the street has been
proven to slow people driving down)s%es T




= EQUITY

Foundational to our program, equity is infused
into each of the other E's

Project co-creation at - # |
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Mercer Middle School &
on Beacon Hill



https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/projects-and-programs/safety-first/safe-routes-to-school/bike-to-books#En_x160265

ENVIRONMENT

Reduce driving to school to make the air cleaner
and reduce climate change
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We worked with SDOT Urban > Slyid Sy NS E B
Forestry to plant about 25 street Sllane s RS Cleveland High School §

along S Lucile St A
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A ENVIRONMENT

Bk

ymmy Reducedriving to school to make the air cleaner
«¥»»  andreduce climate change

School Streets are blocks next to schools

closed to through traffic. For the first time, we

upgraded temporary School Streets at

Genesee Hill Elementary, Emerson B -
Elementary, and Whittier Elementary. Genesee Hill tgrentary

We installed student-designed art in the

|\ Seattle
3 - 9 G\ Department of
street at Genesee Hill and Emerson in 2024. Ili Trepaortation



https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/projects-and-programs/safety-first/safe-routes-to-school/school-streets

Genesee Hill Elementary School Street Art

Yy, Seattle
I} Department of
Safe Routes Transportation
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WEST SEATTLE ART: Genesee Hill’s student-
designed street mural

™ DECEMBER 4, 2024 11:38 AM | ® ACOMMENTS | % GEMESEE HILL | WEST SEATTLE NEWS | WEST SEATTLE

LTURE/ARTS

Seattle

11:58 AM: Thanks to teacher Vincent Della Pella for the photo! That's the newly installed street mural Depa rtment of

N
)
: C‘h'i :
SW Dakota in front of Genesee Hill Elementary. The mural features fox tracks in honor of the school’s G enesee H lll E I.e me nta ry Transportat[on

mascot, and we're told the tracks were all designed by GHE students! (Students at GHE have been
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~"Adding a School Street to - ** 8
our campus has notonly

- improved student safety

-~ but also deepened our
sense of community and g,
school pride." TR
-~Principal Liz Dunn®
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Department of
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MEmerson Ele

Paint and durable
signage to narrow
the street




EDUCATION
Ensure everyone learns how to travel safely

SDOT Safe Routes to School funds the Let's Go program for Seattle
Public Schools to get students on bikes during all 3rd, 4th, and 5th
grade P.E. classes. It's expanding to all middle school P.E. classes too!

SPS partners with Cascade Bicycle Club and Outdoors For All to

In 2024-2025, Let's Go operated in 70 out of 73 SPS elementary schools (3

teacher or school cancellations) reaching 11,220 students.

Let's Go Further (the middle school program) expanded from 11 to 15 middle
schools, reaching 6,714 students.

Both programs combined reached an estimated 17,933
students.

Teachers reported 740 students learning to ride this year across
both programs.
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EDUCATION

Ensure everyone learns how to travel safely

This year, we continued to
provide books to Seattle
Public School libraries that
celebrate walking, biking,
transit, and people of all

We now have bundles of these

books at all elementary

LIS

|\ Seattle
15 |I|\ Department of
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EMPOWERMENT

Let communities run with their own ideas

¢

Schools and community groups can apply for mini grants and
request walking and biking packages by completing a simple
form online.

Packages include: School Safety Patrol Supplies; Bike Bus
Supplies; Walking School Bus Supplies; Crosswalk Flag Set;
Walk/Bike/Roll to School Encouragement Supplies; and
Walk/Bike/Roll Prizes.

This year we provided 6 mini grants and 124 packages to 46
different schools.

6 QI

Seattle
Department of
Transportation


https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/projects-and-programs/safety-first/safe-routes-to-school/mini-grants
https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/projects-and-programs/safety-first/safe-routes-to-school/incentives

J ENCOURAGEMENT

Support culture change within schools

Classroom engagement !

Ruby Bridges Walk
to School Day

Monday, November 14
7:20 AM

Meet at north side of
Westwood Village and
walk to Denny Intl" Middle
School

Bring your walking
light if you have one
from Walk to School
Day and we'll have

more to hand out. ~ N
e -‘ _ @I\ Seattle
Walk and bike events I} Department of

Transportation



J ENCOURAGEMENT
‘ Support culture change within schools

The Seattle Public Schools Safe Routes to School Coordinator
(funded by SDOT Safe Routes to School) led culture building
initiatives within SPS including:

 Kicking off 2 new recurring events at 4 elementary
schools: Traffic Garden Celebrations and Crossing
Guard Appreciation Days

* Supporting middle and high school student leaders to
champion Safe Routes efforts at school (Meany, Denny,
and Lincoln)

* Procuring about $30k in grant funding to deepen our
impact at 4 equity priority schools

Overall, we co-hosted events with 8 new priority

schools and deepened support for 7 existing priority

\ Seattle
\ Department of
Transportation



ENGINEERING

Design streets for safety

Traffic calming*

o aNy 15K

22ND AVE S

SHORTONST ~ Elementary @y o\ noronsT
==}

S WINTHROP ST " n

- Kimball Elementary
(speed cushions and all
EWay stops)

= ==

6

Kimball

w
L
=
— == == <
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@)s HINDS ST < l @
g =
B Be) &
TRAFFIC CALMING & - -
BETTER CROSSINGS v
COMING SOON! L
o=
z A
WE
S SPOKANEST I 1 & N
o~
@ All way stop = Speed cushion

== New marked crosswalk @ Crossing improvement

Highland Park Elementaryil B : ‘ = — e |ngrahngh School

speed cushions and lane narrowing)g G e
BREESEE | RN ) = ° : ® (flashing beaconsl

*Only includes traffic calming delivered by SDOT's Safe Routes to School program. Additional SDOT programs built traffic calming projects this year as well.

Lakerldge Elementary

B | F

|\ Seattle
||\ Department of
Transportation



ENGINEERING

Design streets for safety

All way stops*

iWest Woodland Elementary

*Only includes all
way stops delivered
by SDOT's Safe




ENGINEERING

Design streets for safety

After - Pathfinder K-8

Y|\ Seattle
*Delivered in partnership with ADA program. Only includes curb ramps delivered by SDOT's Safe Routes to School program. Additional 21 QIS Department of
SDOT programs built curb ramp projects this year as well. Transportation




ENGINEERING

Design streets for safety

Intersection daylighting (pulling parking back so people crossing are easier to see)

*Only includes crossing improvements delivered by SDOT's Safe Routes to School program. Additional
SDOT programs built crossing improvements this year as well.




ENGINEERING

Design streets for safety

Crossing improvements*

Sand Point Elementary .. :

Routes to School program. Additional SDOT programs built crossing
improvements this year as well. Transportation

*Only includes crossing improvements delivered by SDOT's Safe Y\ Seattle
23 QID Department of




ENGINEERING

Design streets for safety

r)

After (Southwest corner - curb ramps

iAfter (Northeast corner)t

e

\
*Only includes crossing improvements delivered by SDOT's Safe Routes to School program. 24 QIS gglaagtr[[ement of
Transportation

Additional SDOT programs built crossing improvements this year as well.



EVALUATION
Track progress

We partner with Seattle Public Schools on a "Travel Tally" to learn how K-5
students get to school. In June 2025, 50 schools (out of 73) participated.

46%

300, tibtibibbbbbibbbbibh o bl
O phpppbirripbpbprpere
Dogenie waicd  phbbppbebbepbbbbeRRl o

iked. o scootered  pppppppiperEEePERRR
pheepepirireeeierere O

10%

0%

Car Walk  School Carpool Bike Transit Scootering,
Bus etc.

Y2 of K-5 students are walking, biking,
scootering, or busing to school!

ﬁ‘\
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https://www.seattle.gov/transportation/projects-and-programs/safety-first/safe-routes-to-school/student-travel-survey

EVALUATION
Track progress

More and more students walking/biking/rolling to school

35%
30%
25%

20%

Walk/Bike/Roll rate

15%

a IS
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More frequent Travel Tally surveys help track

progress

The Travel Tally started in 2005. Since
2023 (after we started to have a Safe
Routes to School Coordinator
embedded in the school district), the
consistency and sample size have
improved consistently - making our
data much more reliable.

This is out of approximately 73
elementary and k-8 schools total in
2025.

60

50

40

30

20

10

2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

How many schools conducted the Travel Tally

each year?

After Safe Routes to
School Coordinator

started within Seattle
Public Schools

2013
2014
2015
2016
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
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Trends across equity-priority tiers

Seattle Public Schools ranks schools
into equity priority tiers based on
multiple demographics such as race,
free and reduced lunch, and number
of English language learners.

On average, over the last 3 years, we
see higher walking/biking/rolling
rates in our standard priority schools
(8% higher) than our equity priority
schools.

Mode Share by Equity Tier 2023-2025

Equity Priority

Standard Priority 270 6%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

m'Walk mBike, Scoot, etc. schoolBus mTransit mCarpoocl wmCar
= IS
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Big strides at some equity priority schools

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

Mode share over time at Concord International

2023

e \\/alk, Bike, Roll

School

2024

School Bus

o o

2025

From 2024 to 2025 Concord Intl’
Elementary in South Park saw a 16%
increase in walking, biking, and rolling
to school rates, which was one of the
highest increases across the district!
(7th highest)

Walking, biking, and rolling to
Concord surpassed the rate of car
travel (carpools not included).

This may have to do with the P.E.

teacher partnering with BikeWorks to
give away bikes to kids!

NS

|\ Seattle
29 |I|\ Department of
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together

8%

s coming

All the E’

Department of
Transportation
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Safe Routes to School Team

Sara Colling
Sara.Colling@seattle.gov
SDOT Safe Routes to School Manager

Diane Walsh

Diane.Walsh@seattle.gov
SDOT Safe Routes to School Planner

SDOT webpage: www.seattle.gov/transportation/srts

SPS webpage: www.seattleschools.org/walk-bike-roll/

Sam Brooks
Sam.Brooks@seattle.gov
SDOT Safe Routes to School Planner

Brooke Nelson
Brnelson1@seattleschools.org

Seattle Public Schools Safe Routes to School
Coordinator

Seattle
|\ Department of
Transportation


http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/srts
https://www.seattleschools.org/walk-bike-roll/
https://www.seattleschools.org/walk-bike-roll/
https://www.seattleschools.org/walk-bike-roll/
https://www.seattleschools.org/walk-bike-roll/
https://www.seattleschools.org/walk-bike-roll/

Walking, Biking, and School Busing

Queen Anne

Whittier

2025 T
rave Gatewood

Loyal Heights

Frantz Coe

Magnolia
Ta c o o Catharine Blaine
Daniel Bagley
John Muir
West Seattle
Concord
Fairmount Park
Madrona
View Ridge
Dunlap
B.F. Day
Leschi
Beacon Hill
Wedgwood
Kimball
Orca
John Hay
Sanislo
Green Lake
Laurelhurst
Maple
Graham Hill
Martin Luther King Jr.
Arbor Heights
Dearborn Park
Wing Luke
Thornton Creek
Hazel Wolf
Cedar Park
James Baldwin
MNorth Beach
Highland Park
Sacajawea
Roxhill
South Shore
John Stanford
TOPS
Pathfinder
Licton Springs ‘
Louisa Boren i ~
Lowell N
Alki*
Cascadia
John Rogers* |

|\ Seattle
0% 10% 20% 30% 40%  50% 70%  80%  90% 33 | |\ Department of
m Walk = Bike, Scooter, etc. = School Bus m Transit = Carpool m Car Transportation

*John Regers and Alkiwere at interim locations during the 2024-25 school year.
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