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Spring 2018 outreach summary

This report summarizes outreach conducted in the spring of 2018 for the Northgate Ped/Bike
Bridge project. Included in this effort were drop-in sessions hosted in March, opportunity to
comment on State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance
in April, and participation in Earth Fair, North Seattle College’'s annual celebration of Earth Day.

This outreach provided updated information on the project and informed the community of the
State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA] public comment period.

Drop-in sessions: March 19 - 21, 2018

Summary
The most common theme of comments submitted at the 3
drop-in sessions was safety and security, followed by Tst Outreach snapshot

Ave NE el ts and pedestri ' d sidewalks.
ve NE elements and pedestrian crossings and sidewalks © Over 10,000 mailers

sent to project area
addresses

9 Over 600 invitation
emails sent through
the project listserv

1 Nearly 90 attendees
over the course of the 3
sessions

The drop-in sessions drew North Seattle College students,
staff, and faculty; neighborhood residents and retirement
community members; neighborhood businesspeople; and
many project-area stakeholders including elected officials
and community organizations. Most attendees were very
familiar to somewhat familiar with the project.

Background
We hosted 3, 90-minute drop-in sessions on March 19, 20,

and 21, 2018. Events were held at North Seattle College,
Aljoya Thornton Place, and Neighborcare Health at Meridian. The purpose of these sessions was
to share information about the project’'s design refinement to the west approach, the 1st Ave NE
protected bike lane, public art, and the SEPA public comment period. The sessions also included
updates from Sound Transit, the North Seattle Neighborhood Greenway, and the Northgate
Neighborhood Greenway.

Each drop-in session included information on the following topics:

1 Project goals and map



Current design, including a recent alignment update to the west approach
Environmental review, including potential impacts and approaches for mitigation
st Ave protected bike lane and multi-use path

Updated project art by Charles Sowers (called WaveSpan)

=A =4 =4 =9

See Appendix 1.1 to view display boards.

Event promotion | Do I

We promoted the drop-in sessions through the ‘ chihe | Bt | 2 e |

following methods: S_

9 Mailers to homes in the North Seattle I see
area (see Appendix 1.2). The mailer Upcaming Events
: H H H Seattle Depart t
included Chinese, Spanish, Arabic, and JONIOURMM  NORTHGATE PEDESTRIAN gy oo
Amharic t lati el & BICYCLE BRIDGE Tareporaion
mharic translations - ST
1 Targeted emails and phone calls to Avout
stakeholders :""“:S
1 Social media posts videos = : »
H Public Disclosure - —
T Project webpage updates o |t D g .
T[ C|ty_sp0nsored event CalendarS s Toshiko Grace and 4 friends visited this place
f Distribution of postcards at community i R i T
. i Crnteaplne peop et
gathering spots (e.g., community centers, Jar Dropin 321  Northgate Pedestrian & Bicycle...
. . 21 YVed‘S‘f“I:lm!:ie/ingsgrcareHea\m Seattle, Washington * Interested
libraries, colleges, coffee shops,
restaurants, apartments, etc.]
1 Blogs

o Haller Lake
o Pinehurst (shown below)
o Victory Heights

Northgate Ped/Bike Bridge Drop-in Sessions

SDOT is hosting three informal drop-in sessions for the Northgate Ped/Bike Bridge project later this month. SDOT recently updated the west
approach to the bridge, in response to concerns raised by North Seattle College. At these drop-in sessions, SDOT will share the latest design,
provide updates on public art, talk about the 1st Ave NE protected bike lane, and give information on SEPA environmental review.
Here are the details:
Monday, March 19: 12 - 1:30 PM
North Seattle College, The Grove, 9600 College Way N
Tuesday, March 20: 8 — 9:30 AM
Aljoya Thornton Place, 450 NE 100th St
Wednesday, March 21: 5 — 6:30 PM
Neighborcare Health at Meridian, Room 110, 10521 Meridian Ave N

Drop-in sessions are opportunities for you to speak with project staff in an informal setting when it's convenient for you. If you can't make one
of these events, SDOT will also post the same Information on Its project webpage as soon as March 12.

SDOT will soon complete SEPA environmental review and will issue a Mitigated Determination of Non-Significance (MDNS) and SEPA checklist
In March. There will be a 14-day public comment period followed by a 7-day appeal period on the MDNS and SEPA checklist. SDOT will notify
the community when the SEPA documents are issued, where to find them, what the comment period dates are, and how to comment on its
websits and through its project email listserv,

Posted by Nancy | March 2nd, 2018 | Category: Biking, Transportation | Leave a comment



Event accommodations
The following accommodations were provided at the drop-in sessions:

1 Americans with Disabilities Act accessible venues that were easily accessible by transit

9 Arabic, Chinese, and Spanish translated project folios, and interpretation provided upon
request

1 Light refreshments from local vendors

9 Bike racks at each location

We offered 3 different event locations to serve both east and west sides of the project area and
hosted a morning, midday, and early evening session (8 - 9:30 AM, 12 - 1:30 PM, and 5 - 6:30
PM] to accommodate different schedules of students, parents, and people working during typical
business hours. The informal format of the sessions allowed participants to come and go at their
convenience.

Feedback summary

We provided drop-in session participants with comment cards at each event. Roughly 20
comment cards were submitted over the 3 drop-in sessions. The 3 most common themes were
safety and security, 1st Ave NE elements, and pedestrian crossings and sidewalks.

See Appendix 1.3 for full-text comment cards. Below are representative comments:
Theme: Safety and security

“Concerned about lighting and sidewalks in the surrounding area...with the increased traffic and
population with construction.”

“Video cameras on the bridge?”
“Lots of buses go too fast...don't feel safe...”

“Concerns about PBL on 100th Street and Aljoya residents...concerns about frequency of buses
+ safety of people walking.”

Theme: 1st Ave NE elements

‘I want crossings for people walking + bikes on E/W streets at 1st Ave NE...”
“Please put a physical barrier between PBL's and traffic on 1st. Traffic moves very fast....”

“Why not change the “protected bike lane” to multi-use—allow walkers/runners on the same
side. Pedestrians first, bikers 2nd, cars last. Thanks!”



“Is 3rd Ave NE [tree lined Meridian is quieter] being considered as an alternative to 1st Ave
NE?..”

Theme: Pedestrian crossings and sidewalks

“What are your plans for sidewalks on either/both NE 115 + NE 117, between Pinehurst and 5th
Ave NE?..”

“5th Ave sidewalks-westside (103 to NGate)...need improvements...”

“Signal on 103/5% Ave...light time - difficult to cross street [Recommend 4-way walk light]...cuts
down on time to cross the street.”

Other topics occasionally mentioned include environmental impacts, transit/shuttle circulation,
street and residential parking, public art, bike connectivity, Northgate Neighborhood Greenway
and advertisement space on the bridge.

State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) comment period

SEPA is a process that identifies and analyzes environmental impacts associated with
governmental decisions. These decisions may be related to issuing permits for private projects,
adopting regulations or policies, or constructing public facilities. The SEPA review process helps
agency decision-makers, applicants, and the public understand how the entire proposal will
affect the environment (Washington State Department of Ecology, 2018). SEPA review also gives
the public a chance to provide official comments for consideration.

We provided notice of the SEPA comment and appeal periods through the following methods:

Targeted emails to over 600 contacts

Updates to the project webpage

Legal ads placed in the Daily Journal of Commerce

Environmental handout information (see Appendix 1.4)

SEPA information was also included on all promotional materials for the drop-in
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sessions (see page 3 for a full list of each type)

During the comment period, the SEPA Checklist and signed Mitigated Determination of Non-
Significance were posted on the project webpage. Documents were also available for viewing at
the Seattle Department of Construction and Inspections Public Resource Center, Seattle Central
Library, and the Northgate Library.



North Seattle College (NSC) Earth Fair event
On April 18, North Seattle College (NSC) hosted an Eo| G
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