
Fix The Burke Gilman

SBA B - J uly  15th, 2025



A year and a half of advocacy 
for  fiv e afternoons  w orth of 

w ork



The Problem
● In March 2024, SDOT re-s triped 10 inters ections  of the Burke Gilman Trail 

between Ballard and Fremont
○ This  problem is  city-wide
○ The city’s  policy is  (was ?) to res tripe every inters ection every four years , with apparently no 

cons ideration for current wear or conditions

● New material was  placed on top of old, res ulting in s evere vibrations  



The Problem - Cont.

● Us ers  are forced to choos e extreme was hboarding or s werving into general 
traffic lanes , and s ome cras h when re-entering the trail

● Since March 2024, at leas t 9 people have been s ignificantly injured, with 
multiple hos pitalizations

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1avruddBp6ofNRMrxibRSK-SNDr5WvCqv/view


Advocacy for this Issue

● March 20th, 2024 - I email SDOT, as  well as  CM Straus s , with the is s ue and 
the dangerous  behavior it creates

● I get a res pons e from SDOT as king for clarifying inters ections  and reques t 
confirmation (SDOT-24-00071076)

● I continued advocacy over the s ummer with convers ations  with Director 
Spotts , emails  to SDOT, Find-it-Fix-It reports , emails  to my CM / city-wide 
CMs

● Outreach to the Director, Head of Safety, Walk and Bike Team, Head of 
Striping, Public Engagement Lead, and Interim Director res ult in no action by 
Spring of 2025



Current Efforts - Petitions

credit to Seattle Bike Blog



Current Efforts - M edia Cov erage



Current Efforts - M eeting w ith M att Beaulieu, 
SDOT

● May 2025
● Firs t s erious  meeting with s omeone
● Clarified the problem and explored s olutions
● Got pas t the s tandards  and “damage” talk

● 3 inters ections  redone s hortly after
● SDOT tool to track s idewalk markings  is  different than public facing tool



Ask

● Letter to grind and re-s tripe the other 7 inters ections  on the trail in Ballard/Fremont and 
els ewhere it exis ts  on bike infras tructure

● Have SDOT change the s tandards
○ One layer thick maximum for cycling / multi-us e paths  (~⅛ ”)
○ Us e Cros s -bike markings  ins tead (new AASHTO s tandards )

● Have SDOT clearly communicate when cros s walks  are up for res triping
○ Current info is  conflicting and not even related to their internal tools

● Rais ed cros s walks  where pos s ible
● Get us er counts  on the Burke-Gilman (& other trail infras tructure)
● Dedicate funding for the maintenance of the trail

○ T his  is  our “highway,” it needs  appropriate funding



Importance

● The Burke is  one of the mos t critical pieces  of infras tructure for people 
outs ide of cars

● It’s  level, mos tly s eparated, and a rare E / W connection in the city
● The city needs  to make s erious  inves tments  on it to achieve mode s hare 

and vis ion zero goals
● Lack of attention s ignals  a lack of care for thos e choos ing a healthier, s afer, 

greener alternative form of trans it
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