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Vision Zero update
Moving toward a healthy, equitable, sustainable Seattle
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Moment of silence 

Since City launched Vision Zero 6 years ago 
Å155 people have been killed in traffic crashes
ÅMore than 1,000 serious injury crashes

Together, we affirm our support for safe and racially 
equitable streets. We acknowledge our commitment 
to end serious injuries and fatalities on our streets.
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Presentation overview, 
key takeaways

ÅStreet design matters and can 
advance safety, racial equity, and 
climate action goals

ÅWe are not getting closer to ending 
traffic deaths and serious injuries

ÅWe can get there by using proven 
solutions and reducing reliance on 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ
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Same system, same outcomes

Lƴ ŀ άƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜΥ
Å 12,000 crashes
Å 20 traffic deaths
Å 160 serious injury crashes

In 2020, we saw:
Å 7,100 total crashes
Å 25 traffic deaths (prelim data)
Å 144 serious injury crashes

Total collisions by week (2020 vs previous 3-yr avg)



9/7/21      Department of Transportation      5

Å50% of fatal and serious injury crashes 
occur on 11% of street network
ÅMulti-lane, high speed, high volume
arterials
ÅSince we launched Vision Zero:
ÅAurora Ave: 21 deaths, 49 serious injuries
ÅRainier Ave S: 5 deaths, 60serious injuries
ÅMLK Jr Way S: 10 deaths, 35 serious injuries
ÅLake City Way: 5 deaths, 23 serious injuries 

Many of our streets were designed to prioritize the fast movement of vehicles.

The importance of safe street design

People traveling on Rainier Ave S at Martin Luther King Jr Way S
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Contributing factors to crashes

Street design is a key factor that 
influences behavior

Year over year, consistent contributing 
factors (human behavior):
ÅSpeed
ÅImpairment

ÅDistraction 

ÅFailure to yield to pedestrian

Hit & 
Run

Total 
Fatalities

%

2017 3 21 14%

2018 2 14 14%

2019 8 26 31%

2020 7 24 29%

Hit and run crashes are increasing. 
This makes it hard to determine 
what happened/led to a crash and 
whether the person who fled was 
impaired. 
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Vision Zero principles

ÅTraffic deaths are preventable (they are not 
άŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘǎέύ

ÅSuccess does not hinge on individual 
actions, but on designing a safe system of 
self-enforcing streets

ÅAccount for human imperfection

In Seattle, our goal is to end traffic deaths 
and serious injuries on city streets by 2030.
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Traditional approach to traffic safety
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Where has this gotten us?



Closer to ending traffic deaths?

Overall traffic 
deaths increasing 
due to increasing 
rate of deaths of 
people walking, 
while trendline for 
fatalities involving 
people in vehicles is 
decreasing.
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