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Drainage Review 101 and 2021 Code Update
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May, 2021
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DRAINAGE REVIEW 101
• Provide an Overview of Drainage Review requirements for SDCI Applications
• Included are updates to the Stormwater Code scheduled to be adopted on July 

1st, 2021
• Presentation is available online on our Stormwater Code website:
http://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/stormwater-
codewater Code - SDCI | seattle.gov

Q & A sessions will be posted on the SDCI website and updated regularly

Contact Us: 
SideSewerInfo@seattle.gov

206-684-5362

http://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/stormwater-code
mailto:SideSewerInfo@seattle.gov


3

STORMWATER CODE WEBSITE TOUR

http://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/stormwater-code

http://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/stormwater-code
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AGENDA
• Thresholds
• Preliminary Drainage Review
• Approved Points of Discharge
• On-Site Stormwater Management
• Infiltration Feasibility and Testing (Separate training session)
• OSM BMPs (Separate training session)
• Standard Plans

Visit the Stormwater Code Page for all the documents discussed in this 
presentation 
www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/stormwater-code

http://www.seattle.gov/sdci/codes/codes-we-enforce-(a-z)/stormwater-code


5

THRESHOLDS
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THRESHOLDS

All Projects > 750 SF > 750 SF + New 
lot

> 1,500 SF > 2,000 SF 
Parcel Based

> 5,000 SF

Side Sewer 
Review

Drainage Review Drainage Review 
and OSM

OSM All 
Projects

FC may apply PE REQ WQ 
may apply

• SS Conflicts
• Discharge 

Points • CSC Sheet
• DWC Sheet with 

OSM project info 
Completed

• Small PIT for no 
approved discharge 
point

• OSM BMPs
• Complete Summary 

Sheet
• PDF of entire 

workbook
• Infiltration testing

Based on New Plus Replaced Hard Surface
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THRESHOLDS
22.805.050 – Parcel-Based Project Thresholds
• Thresholds – add tableRequirement Existing (2016) Code 2021 Code

• On-site Stormwater Management 750 sf or 1,500 750 sf or 1,500
• Flow Control (FC)  – Combined 10,000 sf 5,000 sf
• FC – Creek Basins 2,000 sf 5,000 sf
• FC – Small Lake Basins 2,000 sf 2,000 sf
• FC – Capacity Constrained 2,000 sf 2,000 sf
• Engineer of Record Required 5,000 sf 5,000 sf
• Single-family Residential Definition 10,000 sf 5,000 sf

… SFR >5,000 sf = Parcel-Based Project
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THRESHOLDS

22.170.060 – Grading Permit Required (Thresholds) 
• Changed Land Disturbing Activity from 1 acre to 5,000 square feet
• Changed New Plus Replace Hard Surface from 2,000 square feet to 750 square feet
• Added extracting groundwater (e.g., dewatering wells for construction or remediation)

2016 Drainage 
Review Thresholds

2021 Drainage 
Review  Thresholds

Current Grading 
Permit Threshold

New Grading 
Permit Threshold

Land Disturbing 
Activity Area

750 SF 5,000 SF 1 acre 5,000 SF

New Plus Replaced 
Hard Surface Area

750 SF 750 SF 2,000 SF 750 SF
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PRELIMINARY DRAINAGE REVIEW
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PRELIMINARY DRAINAGE REVIEW
Provide clarification and consistency of MUP Drainage Review and  
requirements for Short Plats and Subdivisions

• Clarified Submittal Requirements Preliminary 
Drainage Control Review 
• Preliminary Drainage Plan w/ Site Plan
• Preliminary Drainage Report

• Clarified which types of MUPs require 
Preliminary Drainage Control Review

• Established requirements for Shared Drainage 
Facilities in Subdivisions and Short Plats
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PRELIMINARY DRAINAGE REVIEW
MUPs That Will Always Require Preliminary Drainage Review
• Subdivisions and Short Plats

• Drainage Plans/Report may be deferred to the Building Permits if …
• Flow Control and Water Quality are not required.
• There is available stormwater infrastructure.
• The Plat is conditioned to require a mainline extension.

• Lot Boundary Adjustments
• Only require Preliminary Drainage Plans if there is no available stormwater 

infrastructure.

• Unit Lot Subdivisions
• Only require Preliminary Drainage Plans if Drainage Plans have not already been 

submitted with a Building Permit.
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PRELIMINARY DRAINAGE REVIEW
MUPs That May Require Preliminary Drainage Review

Any MUP that would allow development that includes 750 square feet or 
more of new plus replaced hard surface or 5,000 square feet of land 
disturbing activity where the Director has determined that a preliminary 
drainage review is required considering, but not limited, to the following 
attributes of the site:
• Location within an environmentally critical area (ECA) or buffer; 
• Proximity and tributary to an ECA or buffer; or 
• Proximity and tributary to an area with adequacy, erosion, water quality, 

or flooding problems.
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APPROVED POINTS OF DISCHARGE
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WHERE DO YOU CONNECT?

• Stormwater, Subsurface Drainage and Sanitary points of connection are 
identified in the Preliminary Assessment Report

• If project did not require a PAR you can contact us to make this determination
• Stormwater

• Public Storm System
• Curb/Alley Discharge (“Small Projects Only”)
• Public Combined Sewer
• Onsite Infiltration/Dispersion

• 2021 Change – “Formerly Combined” no longer an approved point of 
Stormwater Discharge

• All points of Discharge must be clearly shown on plans. 
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ON-SITE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
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ON-SITE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

• Two methods to meet requirement:

On-Site List Approach On-Site Performance Standard

• Choose BMP in highest 
category feasible

• Choose BMPs to meet 
discharge requirements

• BMPs are pre-sized except 
Rainwater Harvesting

• Continuous Rainfall-Runoff 
Modeling

• Requires a report and sizing 
calculations (PE Required)
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ON-SITE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

Refer to Appendix C – On-site Stormwater Management Infeasibility Criteria
• New/revised infeasibility criteria
• Revised on-site list categories 1-5
• Added criteria for new BMP: Sidewalk/Trail Compost-Amended Strip (Table C.3) 
• Built into On-site List Calculator
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ON-SITE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

• On-Site List Calculator has been updated.
• Updates periodically. Please use the most up-to-date version from the website.
• Use the Preliminary Assessment Report (PAR)
• Enable Content
• Combine as many surfaces as possible for clarity 

www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SDCI/Forms/OnSiteStormwaterListCalculator.xlsm

http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/SDCI/Forms/OnSiteStormwaterListCalculator.xlsm
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STANDARD PLANS
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STANDARD PLANS

• Drainage and Wastewater Control (DWC) Plan
• Standard Construction Stormwater Control and Post 

Construction Soil Management Plan (CSC or CSC/SOIL 
Plan) 
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EXAMPLE KEY PLAN



31



32

QUESTIONS?
SideSewerInfo@seattle.gov
206-684-5362  

SDCI will be hosting regular live Q&A 
sessions throughout July and August.  
Please see the SDCI Stormwater Code 
page for more information and dates.  

mailto:SideSewerInfo@seattle.gov
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