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 K  Y  Ō  R  Y  O  K  U

C O L L E C T I V E  E F F O R T
k n o w l e d g e  •  w i s d o m
p a s s i o n  •  v i s i o n  •  g o a l s
e x p e r i e n c e  •  e x p e r t i s e
p l a n t s  •  w i l d l i fe  •  l e g a c y
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G A R D E N  M I S S I O N
To respec t ,  curate ,  and grow  Kubota G ardens for  the 

benefit  of  our  local  and global  communit ies .

H I S TO RY
•  Kubota Family
•  G arden H istor y  (h istor ic  gardens,  per iods  of     
 growth,  eras  of  ownership)

•  I mmigrant  Exper ience in  Seatt le

V I S I TO R  E X P E R I E N C E
•  Create  a  sense of  Arr ival
•  Establ ish  secur i t y  (park ing,  in  the garden)
•  Keep wel l -maintained G arden Spaces  and      
 Natural  Areas

•  O ffer  wayf inding oppor tunit ies
•  Tel l  compel l ing stor ies  through I nterpretat ion   
and Take Away messages

•  Provide Vis i tor  Ser vices  ( restrooms,  eats/
dr inks/c lasses/tours)

G A R D E N S  A N D  G R O U N D S
•   Col lec t ions  Management  (contr ibut ing       
  vegetat ion)

•   Maintenance Standards  (consistent  v isual      
  message,  v is i tor  responsive)

•   Water  Qual i t y  ( in  ponds,  Mapes Creek ,        
  b ioswales)

•   H istor ic  gardens ( restorat ion and           
  maintenance of  intent)

•   New G ardens (compl imentar y,  purpose -       
  dr iven,  habitat- contr ibut ing)

•   Natural  Areas  ( l imited access,  v isual          
  backdrop,  habitat ,  wi ld  exper ience)

•   Faci l i t y  S ecur i t y  (per imeter  fence,           
  maintenance area,  v is i tor  center)

G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S
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V I S I TO R  E X P E R I E N C E  N E E D S

C I R C U L AT I O N
•  WAY F I N D I N G :  C L E A R  PAT H  H I E R A R C H Y,        
  S U B T L E  D I R E C T I O N A L  M A R K E R S
•  ACC E S S I B I L I T Y  ( S LO P E  & S U R FAC I N G )
•  LO O P  T R A I L S

S E C U R I T Y
•  PA R K I N G  A R E A
•  P E R I M E T E R  F E N C E

S E R V I C E S
•  R E S T R O O M S
•  R E F R E S H M E N T S

I N T E R P R E TAT I O N
•  G A R D E N  H I S TO R Y
•  P L A N T  I D E N T I F I C AT I O N

G A R D E N  Q UA L I T Y
•  WAT E R  Q UA L I T Y
•  L AW N S
•  PA S S I V E / CO N T E M P L AT I V E

E V E N T  N E E D S
•  D E F I N E D  E V E N T  A R E A S
•  ACC E S S
•  S E R V I C E S
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CENTER
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OF PONDS

STROLL 
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JAPANESE GARDEN

ENTRY SEQUENCE

STONE 
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MOUNTAINSIDE
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0    30’    60’       120’     180’

E N T RY  S E Q U E N C E
G A R D E N  E X P E R I E N C E  F R O M  R E N TO N  AV E N U E  TO  M A I N  G AT E

•  Take advantage of  650 feet  of        
  s t reetscape as  par t  of  the G arden’s    
  publ ic  face
•  Replace hedges with wider  var iet y  of     
  p lant ings
•  Create  backdrop f rom within  the G arden
•  Buffer  noise  impac ts  f rom Renton Avenue  
  to  the G arden

RENTON AVE S

55
TH

 A
VE

 S
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1”=20’

66

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

M A I N  PA R K I N G  1
102% M O R E  PA R K I N G  T H A N  E X I S T I N G

•  Separate  v is i tor  and       
  maintenance entr ies  and    
  ex i ts
•  Ser v ice  bypass  road avoids   
  dr iv ing through park ing
•  Maintains  exist ing road and  
  path a l ignment
•  I nternal  dropoff  area  a l lows 
f lu id  movement  through   
entr y  area ;  e l iminates  “a i rpor t ” 
feel  at  G arden arr ival

VISITOR ORIENTATION 
SHELTER

EXISTING MAIN ENTRY GATE

 EXISTING EVENT GATE

ACCESSIBLE PARKING (4)

SERVICE 
BYPASS 
ROAD

EXIT

MAINT. 
ENTRY/EXIT

EXISTING SERVICE 
ACCESS GATE

EXISTING PATH

EXISTING ENTRY ROAD

EXISTING WALL

RENTON AVE S

55
TH
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 S

DROPOFF/PICKUP

VISITOR 
ENTRY
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1”=20’

77

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

M A I N  PA R K I N G  2
80% M O R E  PA R K I N G  T H A N  E X I S T I N G

VISITOR ORIENTATION SHELTER

RELOCATED SERVICE ROAD

EXISTING MAIN ENTRY GATE

EXISTING EVENT GATE

DROPOFF/PICKUP

ACCESSIBLE 
PARKING (4)

VISITOR 
ENTRY

HC
HC HC

HC

VISITOR 
EXIT

RELOCATED 
PATH

RELOCATED ENTRY ROAD

MAINTEN.  
ENTRY/EXIT

EXISTING SERVICE 
ACCESS GATE

EXISTING PATH

EXISTING ENTRY ROAD

EXISTING WALL

•  Separate  v is i tor  and       
  maintenance entr ies  & exits
•  Relocated v is i tor  entr y  dr ive   
  and paths,  relocated ser vice  
  access
•  Two -way traf f ic  f low in      
  park ing area
•  Abi l i t y  to  c lose of f  area for   
  Event  Park ing

RENTON AVE S

55
TH

 A
VE

 S



0’         5’	 10’	              20’	  	 30’

1”=10’-0”

THE COURTYARD IS ELONGATED AND PART OF 
THE GARDEN PATHWAY SYSTEM, CONNECTING 
TO A REALIGNED SECTION OF THE LOWER 
PATH TO THE NORTH.  THE STRUCTURES ARE 
POSITIONED TO CREATE SMALLER GARDENS 
AND COURTYARDS ALONG THE CIRCULATION 
ROUTE TO REVEAL SPECIAL PLANTINGS AND 
VIEWS.

THE STRUCTURES INCORPORATE STUCCO WALLS 
THAT ENCLOSE PRIVATE AREAS AND RECALL 
THE CHARACTER OF THE PERIMETER GARDEN 
WALL, WITH THE REST OF THE EXTERIOR WALLS 
PRIMARILY CONSISTING OF GLASS.

INTERPRETIVE ART AND HISTORY CAN BE 
INTEGRATED ON EXTERIOR WALLS AND WITHIN 
THE MEETING AND ENTRY STRUCTURES.

VILLAGE OF STRUCTURES 
DISCOVERY

GARDEN EXPERIENCE
FLEXIBILITY

GATHERING | COMMUNITY

SECURITY | VISIBILITY

1" = 10'- 0"

SITE PLAN | VISITOR CENTER
0' 2.5' 5' 10' 20'

KUBOTA GARDEN VISITOR CENTER
LINEAR COURTYARD

COURTYARD

PATH
CONNECTION

FOUNDATION 
OFFICE

STUCCO WALLS

MEETING

VISITOR CENTER 
ENTRY

REFRESHMENT 
SEATING

MECH/
ELEC

STORAGE

KITCHEN

BELL

SEATING

BENCH/
DISPLAY

REFRESHMENT 
CART STORAGE

RESTROOM

24” PINE

VIEWING
DECK

ENTRY GATE
PARKING LOT

ENTRY PAVILIONOVERLOOK

STAFF 
PARKING

SERVICE 
ACCESS

DIAGRAM KEY: 

CIRCULATION

INTERPRETIVE ART/HISTORY

PRIMARY VIEWS
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DISCOVERY

FIT BUILT FORM INTO SITE

LARGE ROOF OVERHANGS

CONNECTIONS MEANDER

VILLAGE OF BUILDINGS

CLUSTER OF SMALLER 
STRUCTURES

ENGAGE USER WITH NATURE

A R C H I T E C T S

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S

P L A N N E R S  

Hoshide Wanzer
ArchitectsK U B OTA  G A R D E N  M A S T E R  P L A N  U P DAT E  |  P U B L I C  M E E T I N G  O C TO B E R  2018

V I S I TO R  C E N T E R  |  L I N E A R  CO U R T YA R D
C H A R AC T E R  A N D  F O R M
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0’         5’	 10’	              20’	  	 30’

1”=10’-0”

THE GARDEN COURTYARD IS DEFINED BY 
STRUCTURES ON THREE SIDES, WITH THE 
NORTHWEST SIDE OPEN TO THE GARDEN 
BEYOND.  THE COURTYARD FEATURES STONE 
PAVERS MATCHING THE EXISTING ENTRY GATE 
PAVING, LARGE BOULDERS FOR INFORMAL 
SEATING AND TO RECALL THE BOULDER IN THE 
LAWN AT THE ENTRY PATHWAY, AND SPECIMEN 
TREES AND PLANTINGS.

THE STRUCTURES INCORPORATE LARGE TRELLIS 
ELEMENTS TO EMPHASIZE THE DESIGN INTENT 
OF THE GARDEN COURTYARD.  THE WOOD 
POSTS, BEAMS AND TRELLISES CAN CONTINUE 
INTO THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDINGS TO 
FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE GARDEN PAVILION 
NATURE OF THE STRUCTURES AND CONNECT 
THE INTERIOR WITH THE GARDEN.

INTERPRETIVE ART AND HISTORY CAN BE 
INTEGRATED INTO VERTICAL SCREENS AND 
WITHIN THE MEETING AND ENTRY STRUCTURES.

GATHERING | COMMUNITY
SECURITY | VISIBILITY

FLEXIBILITY
VILLAGE OF STRUCTURES

GARDEN EXPERIENCE

DISCOVERY

1" = 10'- 0"

SITE PLAN | VISITOR CENTER
0' 2.5' 5' 10' 20'

KUBOTA GARDEN VISITOR CENTER
GARDEN COURTYARD

ENTRY GATE

OVERLOOK

COURTYARD

VIEWING
DECK

PARKING LOT

FOUNDATION 
OFFICE

TRELLIS OVERHEAD

MEETING

VISITOR CENTER 
ENTRY

REFRESHMENT 
SEATING

MECH/
ELEC

STORAGE

STAFF 
PARKING

SERVICE 
ACCESS

KITCHEN

BELL

REFRESHMENT 
CART STORAGE

RESTROOM

ENTRY PAVILION
24” PINE

DIAGRAM KEY: 

CIRCULATION

INTERPRETIVE ART/HISTORY

PRIMARY VIEWS
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V I S I TO R  C E N T E R  |  G A R D E N  CO U R T YA R D
E N C LO S E D  |  F O C U S E D  |  F L E X I B L E
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BACKDROP OF BUILDINGS

WELCOMING

OUTDOOR GATHERING SPACES

CONNECTED TO GARDEN
DAPPLED LIGHT

LIGHTER SCREENING/TRELLIS ELEMENTS

WOOD/LAYERED/WARM

FLEXIBLE/
OPEN

A R C H I T E C T S

L A N D S C A P E  A R C H I T E C T S

P L A N N E R S  

Hoshide Wanzer
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V I S I TO R  C E N T E R  |  G A R D E N  CO U R T YA R D
C H A R AC T E R  A N D  F O R M
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1”=20’
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0    10’    20’       40’        60’

RESTROOM

REMOVE 
PATH

NEW ENTRY 
GARDEN

NEW VISITOR 
CENTER

WIDEN ROAD FOR 
RESTROOM SERVICE ACCESS

REALIGN PATHS TO 
IMPROVE WAYFINDING

EXISTING 
TERRACE 

OVERLOOK

EXISTING 
TERRACE LAWN

EXISTING 
EVENT GATE

EXISTING 
WAYFINDING SIGN

•  I mproved wayf inding through s impl i f ied    
  paths ;  no major  real ignment
•  More direc t  connec t ion f rom Event  G ate  to   
  Terrace
•  Expanded picnic  area
•  Widened ser v ice  dr ive  access  to  new      
  restrooms

K U B OTA  T E R R AC E
A M E N I T I E S  |  C I R C U L AT I O N KEY PLAN

EXPANDED 
PICNIC AREA

EXISTING 
MAIN GATE

EXISTIN
G SERVICE RO

AD
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1”=20’

1313

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

R E C E I V I N G  S T R E A M
E X P O S E D  S YS T E M S  |  S T R E A M S I D E  E X P E R I E N C E

ABANDON PATH

REALIGN PATH

ABANDON 
LANDING AREA

DENSE PLANT 
BUFFER

RECEIVING 
STREAM

REALIGN PATH

SERVICE GATE

SERVICE GATE

STREAM ENTERS 
DENSE PLANTING; 

PIPE TO PONDS

BRIDGE TO 
CORE GARDEN

OPEN 
LAWN

NEW GATHERING AREA

WIDEN PATH

DENSE PLANTING

OUTLET TO 
STREAM

•  Strengthens cont inuit y  of  water  exper ience in  the G arden
•  Creates  arr ival  exper ience to  Core G arden
•  Provides  habitat  enr ichment
•  Protec ts  Grand Fi r  f rom cont inued root  compac t ion
•  Widened path f rom Spr ing Pond to  Main Road for  “ f ront  door ” access   
  to  Core G arden
•  Abandoned path f rom ser vice  road to  spr ing pond

EXISTING 
SPRING POND

EXISTING
STONE GARDEN

SERVICE ONLY

SE
RV

IC
E 

O
N

LY

EXISTING
TERRACE OVERLOOK

KEY PLAN
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1”=20’

1414

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

CO R E  G A R D E N  I N T E R P R E T I V E  A R R I VA L
H I S TO RY  |  A R R I VA L

ABANDON PATH

ABANDON 
LANDING AREA

DENSE PLANT 
BUFFER

SPECIMEN 
PLANT ALLEE

REALIGN PATH

CORE GARDEN 
ARRIVAL EXPERIENCE

REALIGN PATH
EXTENDED 

OPEN LAWN

WIDEN PATH

REST & INTERPRETATION AREA, TYP.

EXTEND PLANTED BUFFER 
TO DE-EMPHASIZE 
PROMENADE

DENSE PLANTING

•  Specimen plant ings  draw vis i tors  toward Core G arden arr ival
•  Access  to  Promenade is  de - emphasized
•  Approach to  Core G arden offers  oppor tunit ies  for  rest  and         
  interpretat ion
•  Real igned paths  a l low for  ex tended lawn
•  Abandoned path f rom ser vice  road to  spr ing pond

EXISTING 
SPRING POND

EXISTING
STONE GARDEN

SERVICE ONLYSE
RV

IC
E 

O
N

LY

EXISTING
TERRACE OVERLOOK

KEY PLAN

SERVICE GATE

SERVICE GATE
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1”=20’

1515

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

S TO N E  G A R D E N  & M A P L E  W O O D S
P R OT E C T  CO R E  G A R D E N  I N T E G R I T Y

•  E l iminates  backdoor  access  to   
  Japanese G arden;  creates  f lu id   
  exper ience f rom Stone G arden  
  through Maple  Woods
•  I mproves  south edge of       
  Japanese G arden pond;        
  abandons lower  path
•  I mproves  plant  buffer  bet ween  
  Maple  Woods and Japanese    
  G arden
•  Restores  Japanese G arden     
  pathway plant ing to  or iginal    
  des ign intent
•  I mproves  wayf inding f rom     
  Promenade

EXST STONE BENCH

ABANDON PATHS

ADA ENTRY

RELOCATE EXST. 
STONE SIGN

REESTABLISH 
MAIN ENTRY

ABANDON 
PATHS

NEW SIGN: 
INACCESSIBLE 
BEYOND

NEW PATH TO 
VISITOR CENTER

SERVICE 
GATE

 NEW VISITOR 
CENTER 

LOCATION

NEW PATH
ELIMINATE “BACKDOOR” 
ACCESS TO JAPANESE GARDEN

IMPROVE BUFFER; 
REPLACE HOLLY

EXISTING
STONE 

GARDEN
SERVICE ONLY

EXST. SERVICE ROAD

PATH NOT ACCESSIBLE

EXISTING JAPANESE 
GARDEN POND

EXST MAPLE 
WOODS

NEW SIGN:   
 CORE GARDEN
 EXIT - NOT     
 ACCESSIBLE

KEY PLAN

RENTON AVE S
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1”=20’

1616

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

•  New natural  area t ra i l
•  New double - occupanc y    
  restroom and dr ink ing     
  fountain
•  I mproved path hierarchy ;    
  reduced paved areas
•  Appointment- only         
  access ible  entrance at      
  Nor th G ate
•  New/relocated wayf inding   
  boulders

N O R T H  G A R D E N S  1
ACC E S S I B L E

NATURE TRAIL
(NON-ADA)

WET FOREST 
GARDEN & TRAIL

TO MOUNTAINSIDE

EXISTING 
UTILITY SHED

TOM KUBOTA 
STROLL GARDEN

EXISTING
PONDS

VAN PULLOUT & 
DROPOFF

FUTURE
GARDEN AREA

NEW RESTROOM

SERVICE & 
APPOINTMENT-
ONLY ACCESS GATE

RELOCATED STROLL 
GARDEN BOULDER SIGN

ADJUST PAVING EDGES 
TO NARROW PATHS
NEW SIGN
 NECKLACE OF PONDS
 STROLL GARDEN

KEY PLAN

RENTON AVE S

EXISTING 
PUMP HOUSE
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1”=20’

1717

0    10’    20’       40’        60’

•  Fera  Fera  path to          
  minimize root  compac t ion
•  New drainage channel  to     
  reduce f looding of  Fera  Fera
•  New double - occupanc y    
  restroom and dr ink ing     
  fountain
•  I mproved path hierarchy ;    
  reduced paved areas
•  Appointment- only         
  access ible  entrance at      
  Nor th G ate
•  New/relocated wayf inding   
  boulders

N O R T H  G A R D E N S  2
ACC E S S I B L E

EXISTING 
UTILITY SHED

EXISTING 
PUMP HOUSE

TOM KUBOTA 
STROLL GARDEN

EXISTING
PONDS

RELOCATED STROLL 
GARDEN BOULDER SIGN

NEW RESTROOM

ADJUST PAVING EDGES 
TO NARROW PATHS

FERA PATH

NEW
GARDEN AREA

EXST. FERA 
FERA FOREST

NEW SIGN
 NECKLACE OF PONDS
 STROLL GARDEN

KEY PLAN

VAN PULLOUT & 
DROPOFF
SERVICE & 
APPOINTMENT-
ONLY ACCESS GATE

RENTON AVE S
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•  Restores  undeveloped  
  space to  natural      
  forest
•  Provides  educat ional   
  oppor tunit ies
•  M aintains  vegetat ive   
  backdrop and buffer   
  to  G arden and      
  adjacent  proper t ies
•  Promotes  nat ive 
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•  Maintains  total  ex tent   
  of  publ ic ly  access ible   
  garden space
•  Promotes  nat ive      
  habitat  restorat ion   
  in  Kubota G arden &   
  Natural  Areas
•  Ac t ivates  west  s ide of   
  G arden
•  Ack nowledges Kubota  
  G arden’s  h istor y

W E S T  G A R D E N :  N AT I V E  P L A N T S  N U R S E RY
V I S I TO R  ACC E S S  |  N U R S E RY  H O L D I N G  A R E A
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BACKDROP

POTENTIAL NATURE/
NURSERY  PATH

NATURE PATH
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