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Overview
➢ Property boundaries along Montlake Blvd, Pacific, 45th 

Street and other areas have been incorrect for over 
100 years; over 200k square feet in error

➢ Based on a 2019 Montlake Hub MOA commitment, UW 
and SDOT are collaborating to address these issues

➢ State law requires a street vacation to transfer this   
type of property to UW, no exceptions for this oddity

➢ UW to dedicate/deed and transfer real property 
to SDOT for transportation purposes
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Purple Areas to SDOT; Blue Areas to UW.
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The Problem:

• SDOT and UW each have 
about ~100,000 square feet 
of property that should 
belong to the other.

• Issues stem from decades of 
platting, surveying, and 
construction errors.

• Creates challenges for staff, 
the public, and other 
agencies.

• Finding a way to balance the 
exchange of corrections.

The Problem, Solution, and Benefits
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The Solution:

• Seattle City Council and UW 
approve the correction.

• SDOT transfers approx. 
99,000 SF to UW.

• UW transfers approx. 
114,000 SF to SDOT.

• The proposed correction 
includes approx. 213,000 SF 
of total real property.

• Once corrected, real 
property would remain as    
is – no development.

The Benefits:

• Absolves SDOT from making 
lease payments to UW for 
the Montlake ROW, per the 
parties’ MOA.

• Corrects over 100 years of 
survey and legal description 
issues.

• Eliminates ongoing confusion 
and jurisdictional problems 
for staff.

• Eliminates risk management 
concerns.



Examples of areas to be corrected: UW-red / SDOT-blue

Triangle Garage area to be corrected NE 45th Street area to be corrected
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Examples of areas to be vacated to UW in red: 

Montlake Boulevard areas proposed to be corrected through street vacation process.

6



NE 44th Street Infrastructure on UW Property
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Bus stop areas that will be deeded to SDOT

Montlake/Triangle Garage area to be corrected NE Pacific Street area to be corrected 
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Bus stop areas that will be deeded to SDOT.

Triangle Garage area to be corrected Above and Top Right: Montlake area to be corrected. Bottom: Pacific area to be corrected. 
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Bus stops in areas to be deeded to SDOT. 

NE 45th Street area to be corrected
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Proposed Process – Estimated to take 12 Months

Submit Street 

Vacation Petition

Early Council 

Committee Review

Utility and City 

Agency Review

SDOT Recommendation 

and Conditions

Public Hearing
City Council 

Approval
Complete Conditions

Final Vacation 

Ordinance

11



Thank you!
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