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NE 130TH STREET 

STATION OVERVIEW



• Located at 5th Ave NE and NE 130th St

• Included in 2016 ST3 Plan as infill station

• Timing in ST3 Plan - start 2024, open 2031

• Current opening scheduled 2026

• Elevated side-platform station

• Estimated 3100-3600 daily boardings
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NE 130th Station Overview
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NE 130th Station Overview
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NE 130th Station Cultural Context
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NE 130th Station Site Context
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City of Seattle Planning Context



City of Seattle Station Area Planning

Neighborhood Vision Statement:

• Lively, walkable and welcoming neighborhood

• Tree-lined sidewalks, and other green infrastructure

• Bicycle infrastructure that is enjoyable and safe 

• Broad range of affordable housing options

• Small shops and cafes near the transit station

• Abundant greenspaces and unique cultural events 

easily reached by walking, biking or transit.

NE 130th Station as a node for community assets

Seattle Office of Planning + Community Development: 130th + 145th Station Area Plan



NE 130th Station Overview
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Landscape Design Concept

• Station identity supported by the landscape concept

• Stormwater elements, planting design, and the use of 

boulders express Thornton Creek as the design 

inspiration and source of neighborhood pride



Design Concept
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NE 130th Station Access

80% of passenger access 

projected to arrive at south-

end of station

Local Transit  

Pedestrian 

Bicycle

Vehicle

Vertical 
Circulation 
Entry
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Station Access Allowance

ST Funding to support nonmotorized access to the station

• Station access allowances included in ST3 capital project budgets

− $4.9M (YOE$) for NE 130th Infill Station

• Preference for 3rd party delivery of access improvements as they will   

be outside Sound Transit right of way

• Collaborating with City of Seattle on potential improvements focused 

on NE 130th / Roosevelt / NE 125th corridor

• Funding for projects are subject to ST Board approval



Partner Collaboration

Pre-Engineering, 2019

• 3 Design workshops

• 3 TrafficAnalysis workshops

• 2 Value engineering sessions

Final Design, 2020-22

• Biweekly IDT meetings

• Permit Submittals: 30%, 60%, 90%

• SIP and Building Permits

 Station Design

 Access Improvements

 ROW Improvements

 Traffic Analysis



NE 130th Station Sound Transit Outreach

• Workshops in 2020 solicited feedback on the station design that have 

informed the design response to date

• Main takeaways:

• Desire for a modern design

• Community pride in Thornton Creek

• Incorporation of natural elements such as boulders

• Unique identity of this neighborhood as an urban oasis

• Future outreach is planned by the artist

• Community Engagement will have two phases of outreach:

Phase 1: Online open house featuring station design and artwork

• Phase 2: Online open house featuring station design, artwork, and 

construction schedule.

• Drop-in sessions in local neighborhood will also take place during phase 2.



PREVIOUS 

SEATTLE DESIGN 

COMMISSION REVIEWS



Seattle Design Commission Reviews

The project was last reviewed by the full SDC on 2/3/22, with 

two conditions:

• Focus on artist selection and art integration

• Develop architectural identity

Other recommendations included:

• Design response to community input

• Advance accessible and multimodal design

• Enhance experience of public spaces

Follow-on review by subcommittee on 4/14/22



SDC Subcommittee Recommendations

From the 4/14/22 meeting:

• Explore reducing opacity of finishes at ground level at the south 

and north entries.

• Concentrate on creating areas of delight for passengers, through 

architectural detailing or enhancing visual communication between 

spaces.

• Use color strategically to enhance the horizontal lines of the 

station.

• Create a cohesive story between planting and bioretention areas.

• Focus on distinctiveness of the landscape and ground plane.



SDC Subcommittee Recommendations

From the 4/14/22 meeting (continued):

• Further develop the interpretive signage.

• Employ the art to enhance the three-dimensional quality of spaces.

• Ideally select an artist with building-integration experience.

• Engage both the Arts Commission and the Public Art Advisory 

Committee of the Office of Arts and Culture.



ARTIST SELECTION 

PROCESS



Schedule: Art Development Process

2022 - 2023 May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb

Finalists identified

Finalists present site 

analysis

Panel selects artist

Contracting

Art concept developed/

integrated 

into station design

Outreach to PAAC



Selected Artist – Romson Bustillo

"Community engagement has a 

role in my public art process. My art 

practice has a research and social 

practice component. I am also an 

art educator.

I would hold open art making 

workshops in nearby 

neighborhoods to be in community, 

listen, and dialogue."

ACRS, Mien Community 



Bellevue Art Museum

Romson Bustillo – Past Works



Romson Bustillo – Studio Practice



Romson Bustillo – Other Projects

Seattle Convention Center - Howell St.



Inspiration and Preliminary Concept



Artwork Development will include:

• Engagement with neighboring 

groups through workshops to 

expand glyphs "library" to better 
represent the community

• Romson will reach out to the selection 

panel to broaden reach for community 

engagement efforts

• Temporary Art Project in development

• Plan to present at the March PAAC 

Meeting

• Color palette to be finalized

Community Engagement Plan



Artwork Locations

Artwork Locations
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STATION DESIGN

CONCEPT



Overall Design Concept
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Station Design Updates

Improved sightlines 

via reduced height 

bike lockers

Increased safety and 

visual quality

Wayfinding-supportive 

artwork

Color denoting vertical 

circulation elements

Enhanced portal to 

station lobby

N



Design Concept

East Elevation – View from 5th Ave

West Elevation – View from I-5



Elements of Continuity



Elements of Distinction - Materials



Elements of Distinction – Landscape & Art



Places for People

Station plazas are designed for 

people.

Architectural detailing, landscape, 

and art work together to provide 

delight to those who pass through, 

as well as those who choose to 

stop for a while.



Designing Experiences

• Sound Transit measures successful design through the lens of human 

experience

• We’ve chosen several personas to frame the design presentation

Kala Nico Grey and 

Ellison

Remi Nour



Persona #1: Kala

Kala is a high school student who is 

meeting up with friends.

They travel to the station by bicycle.



1: Bicycle Network

SDOT:  NE 130th St. Shoreline Multimodal Access Study
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1. Bike Parking
NE 130th Station will have 28 short-term bike parking 

spaces and 22 bike locker spaces for passenger use 

on opening day, with capacity to double this in the 

future.

Bike Rack Bike Locker
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1: South Plaza Artwork



1: South Plaza Artwork

Art at the south plaza will 

include the painted guideway 

column that embraces the 

monumental scale of the 

station structure.

The column is a convenient 

landmark for Kala to meet their 

friends.

FRONT VIEW OF WELCOME COLUMN SIDE VIEW OF WELCOME COLUMN



1: South Plaza 1: South Plaza 
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1: South Plaza Landscape
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1: South Plaza Site Furnishings
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Platform Plan
010' 5' 10' 20'

Elevator

Public / Egress Stair

Northbound Platform

Escalator Southbound Platform

Information Wall 

Guideway

Platform Seating

Windwall

Vertical Circulation 

Platform Arrival 

Platform 

Wayfinding Path 

Wayfinding Signage 

Ancillary Space

1: Platform plan
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Tactile wayfinding path

Platform LED lighting

Blue feature color selected

through outreach process

Clear station signage

throughout station platform

Information Kiosk at center of

platform

1: Station platform
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Persona #2: Nico

Nico rides Link regularly to travel 

to Seattle.

He arrives via Access paratransit 

bus at the Central Plaza area. 



131st PL

2: Station Accessibility
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2: 5th Avenue Drop-off

Pick-up and drop-off location

East ancillary wall art visible to 

the public and station patrons

Street edge planting
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2: Artwork at Central Plaza



2: South Lobby 

LMN: update image

N
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Persona #3: 

Grey and 

Ellison
Grey and Ellison are 

headed to the airport. 

They arrive at the 

station by car, at the 

north Drop-Off area, 

on a very rainy day.

Persona #4: 

Remi

Remi is a local author who works from 

home.  

She often walks to the station plaza as a 

nearby public space.



Local Transit  

Pedestrian 

Bicycle

Vehicle

Vertical 
Circulation 
Entry

3: Vehicular Access
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3: Drop-Off Area Landscape

Bioretention feature

North plaza entry

Maintenance Parking
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3: Drop-Off Area Landscape
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3: North Plaza
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Primary Vertical Circulation Entry

Wayfinding Elements

Station Arrival

3: North Entry

• Equity of access

• Common points of 

decision making
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3: Bioretention Water Feature
Artful (beautiful & engaging) stormwater design: an approach to sustainable stormwater management in 

which the system is designed as a landscape amenity and provides awareness and delight to visitors

• Emphasizes rain is a precious 

resource worthy of celebration

• Saves irrigation water usage
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3: Bioretention Water Feature
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3: Drop-Off Area Site Furnishings
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Color is used 

strategically to support 

passenger wayfinding

3: North Lobby
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From Bitter Lake Urban Village – 21 min walk

From Lake City Urban

Village – 27 min walk

From Nearby

Church

From Jackson Park Trail 

(2.2 miles)

Sidewalk transitions into 

Jackson Park Trail at 5th

Ave one-way transition

Local Transit  

Pedestrian 

Bicycle

Vehicle

Vertical 
Circulation 
Entry

4: Site Access - Pedestrian
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4: Interpretive Signage

• The landscape and sustainability features will 

be described in interpretive signage

• The signage will be placed in the station plaza
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Persona #5: Nour

Nour lives in North Seattle and drives 

daily on the I-5 to her job in Everett.



5: The I-5 Driver’s Experience



NE 130th Station will be a prominent civic 

landmark along the I-5 corridor.

The scale and relationship to the highway are 

already apparent as construction progresses.

5: Station as Landmark

Construction progress as of Fall 2022



5: I-5 Side Landscape

N



5th Ave Off-Ramp 

reconfiguration 

includes 10’ 

allowance for 

future bike facility

130th Intersection 

reconfiguration

130th Intersection –

NE/SW corners 

KCM Bus shelters

North 5th Ave 

raised bike path

North 5th Ave 

reconfiguration

5: Off-Ramp + Street Improvements

New mid-block 

crossings

New shared use 

path
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STATION 

COMPLETION 

SCHEDULE



Schedule: Station Completion

2022 2023 2024+

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

60% SDC Presentation

SDC Subcommittee

Artist selected

Art/architectural integration

90% SDC Presentation

Bid Process

Construction

Continued Public Outreach

Project completion 2026

INFRASTRUCTURE (C2) FINISHES (C3)



Thank you

soundtransit.org

Questions & Comments


