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Purpose of Today’s Briefing

A clear look at how SDC’s advisory role 
supports the City’s permitting process for light 
rail projects, followed by an overview of 
current ST3 planning work including Street 
Concept Plans, Station Area Planning, transit-
oriented development, and equity driven 
efforts.
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Agenda

• ST3  Program  - Leadership updates

• SDC’s Role Across Permitting Milestones

• WSLE and BLE Street Concept Plans Update

• ST3 Station Area Planning & TOD

• City Equity Processes — Brief Debrief
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SDC advisory review of light rail facilities is unique 

• Most extensive infrastructure investment in 
Seattle’s history

• Designing guideway, tunnels, and stations 
in  built and ecologically sensitive 
environments is technically complex

• Project development requires early and 
ongoing coordination to support project 
delivery on-time and within budget

• The City and Sound Transit have worked over 
many years to develop tools and processes 
to support SDC advisory reviews while 
streamlining permitting
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The SDC’s role in light rail design?

Seattle Land Use Code was updated in July 2025 to clarify 

the scope of the SDC review topics for light rail design: 

• Architectural, aesthetic, and urban design qualities;

• Transportation, pedestrian accessibility, and circulation; 

• Public amenity features and spaces;

• Wayfinding; and

• Integration of public art into the facilities.
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What will the SDC review and when?

Light Rail Stations & ancillary facilities

• Preliminary Engineering- informs final 
design

• 30% design- informs permit development

• 60% design- Master Use Permit (MUP)

• 90% briefing- Construction

Other project elements

• Bridges and portals

• Guideway segments

add image here
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How does the SDC advise on light rail?

At each SDC review:

• Sound Transit will present project design elements

• The City Staff Review Panel will report information 
to inform the SDC review process

• The SDC will provide recommendations to SDCI and 
SDOT on modifications to the design better meet the 
intent of adopted City of Seattle Light Rail Design 
Guidelines

• SDCI and SDOT Director's will consider SDC 
recommendations as the project advances through 
permitting

.
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City Equity Processes

• West Seattle Link Extension (WSLE)
• Partnering with City and Sound Transit Engagement Leads to support equitable engagement 

strategies for upcoming Engagement plans
• Ballard Link Extension (BLE)

• No new update; the BLE RET report timing depends on the pending Draft EIS
• Graham Street Infill Station

• City and Sound Transit established an interagency RET planning cohort, with Equity Leads from 
both agencies guiding the process

• The cohort identifies opportunities to use RET outcomes as guiding principles and an equity 
lens for station design and station area planning
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WSLE Street Concept Plans

•The West Seattle Light Rail Station 
Area Street Concept Plan was 
adopted by SDOT and OPCD 
Director’s Rule in 2024.

•Sound Transit has modified station 
locations and designs since that plan 
was adopted

•The City is working to make minor 
updates to concepts in response

•Overlap with non-motorized access 
projects design, which is advancing  
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BLE Street Concept Plans

• Initial Street Concept Plans will focus on:
• Dearborn Station
• Denny Station
• Seattle Center Station

•Coordinated with OPCD on recent 
engagement for SLU and Uptown Regional 
Center Plans 

•Planning process will officially kickoff in Q4 
with more formal engagement in early 2027 
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• Human-scale streets and public spaces
• Activate & renovate public spaces
• Transformed neighborhood south of S 

Dearborn St and Seattle Blvd S 
• Robust development and public spaces 

at planned Link stations (Midtown, CID)
Reimagined perspective of the S Dearborn St and Seattle Blvd S

South Downtown Hub Framework Plan
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Station Area Planning

The City and communities

will collaborate to:

• Enhance what we love about our 
neighborhoods and address 
community needs

• Guide new development and 
investments

• Improve connections for people 
walking, biking, driving, and taking 
transit
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GROWTH + 
MOBILITY + 
ESSENTIALS

As we grow, how do 
we balance the things 

we care about?
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What makes 
a great 
neighborhood?
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Station Area Plans

Place-specific approaches

to citywide goals​

•Vision for growth​

•Long-term strategies​

•Near-term actions – City & Community

•Detailed projects​

• Identifying coordination for public 
investments​
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Where are we Planning?

•Station Areas are roughly ½ mile from 
light rail stations, or a 10-minute walk, 
with a focus on land use and holistic 
community development ​

•Study area is roughly 1 mile from future 
light rail stations, with a focus on 
transportation improvements​

•Active now: City-led efforts in WSJ, 
Delridge, Graham

15
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Timeline
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What is your vision 
for the future of 

your neighborhood?

• Vision
• Community priorities
• Goals & objectives

Review the Draft 
Plan and 

implementation 
strategies

What are the steps 
to get there?

What can we do 
right now?

• Draft policies, 
project ideas, and 
land use changes

• Final 
recommendations

• Priority actions

How can community 
stay involved to 

advance and support 
action?

• How we continue to 
partner with 
community
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What We’ve Heard: All

•Support for more housing, also concerns
• Loss of old homes, parking, safety, character and design of buildings, open 

space/light and air, perceived as not family-friendly, design matters!

•More parks and open spaces, trees

•More third spaces and free to use public spaces​

•Focus on kids – spaces, safety, and independent mobility

•Openness to taller buildings if paired with certain 
features​
• 3+ bedroom units​, cultural/arts uses, on site open space

•Affordability
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https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/StationAreaPlanning/WestSeattleEngagementReportSpring2026.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/StationAreaPlanning/WestSeattleEngagementReportSpring2026.pdf
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What We’ve Heard: WSJ

A neighborhood families want to live in

•More public spaces, green spaces

•Make California Ave more pedestrian-
oriented

• Improve comfort and safety of walking, 
biking, transit

•Spaces for kids

•Arts and culture
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What We’ve Heard: Delridge

Focus on intergenerational housing 
and spaces

•Safe neighborhood streets, traffic 
calming, ped infrastructure

•Grow a mixed-use hub with housing 
and businesses

•Food access

•Longfellow Creek, park, green 
destination
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What We’ve Heard: Graham

• Improved walking and biking routes throughout 
the neighborhood and to key destination

• Public spaces that are connected and support 
intergenerational activities

• Retaining and strengthening community and 
cultural anchors

• Business stability during and after light rail 
construction

• Affordability and displacement risk

• Maintaining space for business visitors

• Traffic calming on neighborhood streets

20
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Land Use Concepts

Place Types
• Station Blocks

• Mixed-Use
• Mid-Scale residential

• Place-specific character areas or corridors

21

Asking about:
Urban design priorities
How can we build on what is already unique 
about these places
Features included with new development
Level of support for place types as applied
Key priorities for specific geographic areas
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Land Use Concept Example: WS

• Insert maps here
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Transportation Ideas Example: WSJ
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Urban Design & People Streets
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Next Steps

•Analyzing feedback from engagement

•Refining land use concepts and transportation 
ideas

•Developing more detailed urban design 
recommendations

•Working with City departments to identify 
strategies and actions that can work towards 
addressing community priorities

•Draft Plans anticipated Q1/2 2027
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Planning for Development

ST Agency TOD

Working with ST to optimize potential 
TOD sites 

Considerations for land use zoning, 
integration with SAP

ST Joint Development
Partnering with ST, SDCI to advance 
identify land use and permitting 
challenges for JD

Community ETOD
CAG policy recommendations Q4

Will be integrating into SAPs, TOD work

26
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THANK
YOU!
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