
The Seattle Design Commission: champions design excellence in  

the public realm; promotes design practices that serve as a catalyst 

for innovative sustainable development, equal opportunity and  

social inclusion; and ensures that the city’s built environment  

makes Seattle a world-class example of sustainable urban design 

that strengthens community, public life and economic prosperity.

 
Additional Accomplishments 	
The commission broadened its work in 2010  to include collaborative 
work shaping Seattle’s major infrastructure projects.

1.	 Served on the SDOT/DPD Central Waterfront Partnership Committee.

2.	 Developed with WSDOT the design guidelines for the tunnel portals.

3.	 Served on the SHA Yesler Terrace Citizens Advisory Committee. 

4.	 Participated in WSDOT SR-520 Design and Transit Connections  
Workgroup’s Montlake Triangle workshop. 

5.	 Lobbied for more transit-oriented development planning. 

6.	 Served on Public Art Advisory Committee. 

Special Project
1.	Hosted the Holding Patterns workshop.
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Commission

Projects Reviewed	  69
        Capital Improvement Projects	  31

	 Right-of-Way Projects	  4

    	 Major Projects	  14

       Plans, Policies and Programs	       20 

 
Estimated Cost                      $1.1 billion 

of  Projects Reviewed
Plans, Programs and Policie

Workload Hours 	
Commissioner Hours	 1286
	 Project Reviews	 1087
	 Outside Reviews and Workshops	   199

 Staff Hours	 3368

      

Pedestrian Scale Lighting Standards
2  reviews

Boston Street Vacation 
1 review

2010 Annual Report

First Hill Streetcar   
Department of Transportation 
1 review | $140,000,000

Waterfront Planning
Department of Planning and Development + Department of Transportation

2 reviews 

Elliott Bay Seawall Project 
Seattle Department of Transportation

consultant selection + 2 reviews | $294,000,000

Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement -- 
South End and Portals 

Washington State Department of Transportation
3 reviews + 5 work sessions | $394,800,000

Citywide Design Guidelines 
Department of Planning and Development
1  review + 1 outside review

Walk Bike Ride 
Seattle Department of Transportation
1  review

Sustainable Building Policy  
Department of Planning and Development
1 review

Transit Master Plan  
Department of Transportation
1 review

Childrens Hospital Design Guidelines 
1 review + 2 outside reviews

Tree Regulations Update   
Department of Planning and Development
1  review

Playgrounds of Parks and Green Spaces Levy   
Department of Parks and Recreation
1  review

History of Seattle Planning 
Department of Planning and Development 
1 briefing

1200 Stewart Alley Vacation 
1 review

Lake to Bay Loop 
Seattle Parks Foundation 

1 review

West Seattle Wayfinding System  
Feet First
1 review 

West Seattle Triangle Design 
Development Study 

Department of Planning and Development
1 review 

Staff
Guillermo Romano*  

Exectuive Director
Valerie Kinast Coordinator 

Tom Iurino Senior Staff
Joan James* Staff 

Liz Martini* Graphic Design 

*Departed in 2010

University of Washington 
Light Rail Station   
Sound Transit 
1 review

Seattle Center Design Guidelines  
Seattle Center 

3 outside reviews 

Childrens Hospital Laurelon 
Street Vacation   
1 review

University of Washington West Campus 
Alley Vacation
1 review

Lowrise Code 
Department of Planning and Development
1  review

North Rainier Beach Station Area 
Department of Planning and Development
1  workshop

Maple Leaf Reservoir Park 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
2 reviews | $5,000,000

CIP

CIP

Bell Street Park 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

1 review | $3,500,000

CIP

Thomas Street Pedestrian Bridge 
Department of Transportation 
1 outside review | $1,500,000

CIP

Thomas Street Green Street  
Department of Planning and Development

1 review

CIP

Chihuly Exhibit at Seattle Center 
Seattle Center 

1 review | $15,000,000

CIP

Discovery Park Capehart  
Restoration Project 

Department of Parks and Recreation 
1 review | $1,500,000

CIP

North Transfer Station
Seattle Public Utilities 

1 review | $69,378,000

CIP

Fire Station 9 - Fremont 
Department of Fleets and Facilities 

2 reviews | $7,958,000

CIP

Golden Gardens Playground
Department of Parks and Recreation

2 reviews | $500,000

CIP

Kirke Park   
Department of Parks and Recreation 

1 review | $800,000

CIP

Crown Hill Park 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

2 reviews | $1,200,000

CIP

Midvale Stormwater Facility 
Seattle Public Utilities
1 review | $9,800,000

CIP

Linden Ave. Complete Streets
Department of Transportation

1 review | $12,000,000

CIP

King Street Station 
Department of Transportation 

2 reviews | $50,000,000

CIP

West Seattle Golf Course 
Department of Parks and Recreation 

consultant selection | $3,400,000

CIP

Delridge Skatepark   
Department of Parks and Recreation 

 1 review | $826,000

CIP

South Transfer Station
Seattle Public Utilities

consultant selection + 3 reviews | $50,000,000 

CIP

West Seattle Reservoir Park  
Department of Parks and Recreation 

2 reviews | $3,000,000

CIP

McGraw Square 
Department of Transportation
1 review + 1 outside review | $900,000

CIP

Swale on Yale
Seattle Public Utilities
1 review | $10,476,000

CIP

Jefferson Skatepark 
Department of Parks and Recreation
2  reviews | $1,000,000

CIP

Rainier Beach Community Center 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
1 review | $25,000,000

CIP


