
 

Seattle Design Commission  
December 1, 2016 

 
West Coast Self Storage and Nucor Steel joint petition 
 

 

Presenters: 
Project Manager  Steve Tangney 
Architect  John Kay 
Landscape Architect Karen Kiest 

1 



 Requesting approval of Urban Design Merit 
milestone on right-of-way vacation petition 

 

 Location and Background  

 Existing Conditions 

 Proposed Vacation 

 Urban Design Merit 

 Proposed Development  

 Public Benefit Preview  

 Questions and Comments  
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Unimproved Remnants 
No public circulation  
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IG2 Zoning 
General Industrial  
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 29th Ave to the north and south vacated 
previously  
 

 Subject property is last remnant of 29th Ave in 
the area 
 

 This section previously considered for 
vacation by PORT of Seattle but was not 
completed 
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Wall and Rail Lines 
In 29th Ave ROW  
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 Harb 
Harbor Frontage 
South Parcel  

Harbor Frontage 
 North Parcel  

10 



11 

100’ 

2
6

8
.5

3
’ 

73.47’ 

2
2

.6
7

’ 
92.75’ 

City View  

29th Ave 
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Nucor and West Coast 
agree to execute the LBA.   
 
 
New boundary follows the 
functional boundary.   
Retaining wall and fence.   

13 



14 



15 



 Self Storage  

 Four stories 

 Interior parking 

 Secure, climate controlled 
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• Corrects anomalies in existing ROW 
• Adjusts property lines to existing functional/logical boundaries 
• Reduces curb cuts from 4 to 2 
• Addresses power poles in Alki Trail  
• Opportunity to improve this link of trail. Safer for bikes, pedestrians, etc    
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• Retaining wall and fence line – becomes future 
boundary line   

• RR Tracks – becomes Nucor property 
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 East of retaining wall: fenced rail yard operated by 
Nucor.  No public access.  

   

 West of retaining wall: commercial land accessed 
from Harbor Ave 
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Existing  

Proposed  
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View North 
  

View North Existing  
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 Wider trail (existing 6’,  proposed 8’-12’) 

 Re-aligned to avoid power poles in trail 

 Safer trail  

 both sides of trail landscaped 

 Street trees included 
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• Reduces/buffers noise and dust from active rail yard    
• Screens/buffers heavy industrial to the east 
• Compatible use 
• Compatible scale 
• Landscaping provided – none required   
• Neighborhood serving 
• Low traffic  
• Removes existing billboard sign  
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 Requires city exceptions. May not be feasible 

 Does not fix Nucor’s non–conforming rails 

 Restricts future use/potential of properties 

 Limits trail improvements  

 Limits ability to screen dust and noise     
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 Construct curb bulb along Harbor Ave 
  
 Reconstruct Alki Trail along site frontage 
◦ Re-align slightly west to avoid power poles 
◦ Widen trail to 8’-12’ 
◦ Re-locate hydrant out of trail 
◦ Provide 5 street trees (not required) 
◦ Landscape both sides of trail 
◦ Reduce curb cuts from 4 to 2  
◦ Distinctive pavement marking crossings of trail 
◦ Signage to warn/delineate crossings  

 
 Art 
◦ Incorporate pedestrian level art into building 
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Park Amenities  
• Tables / Benches  
• Restrooms 
• Scenic views  
• Bike racks  
• Trails  
• Play areas  



 Harb 
Harbor Frontage 
South Parcel  

Harbor Frontage 
 North Parcel  
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6’x12’  laser cut steel panels 
Commissioned artist Jennifer Wedderman 
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