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THE FIRST HILL/! CAPITOL HILL! MADISON AREA PROFILE

The First Hill/ Capitol Hill/ Madison sub-area is located in the central part of the city and forms a
wedge shape from the Montlake Cut and Union Bay into the Downtown area. It is Generally
bounded by Interstate 5 on the west, Madison on the Southeast, Yesler to the far south and Lake
Washington on the east. It consists of 2,425 gross acres and is home to approximately 42,500
people. It includes a variety of areas such as the University Arboretum and the large collection of
hospitals adjacent to downtown. The following highlights present a summary of the Area. The
subsequent tables and maps provide a much more detailed picture of the area.

Demographics

 The area has a smaller share of children and a higher proportion of population in the middle age
groups:

-- 8.5 percent of the population is less than 15 years old compared to 15 percent citywide.
-- 61.4 percent of the population is between the ages of 16 and 44 compared to 53.4 percent
citywide.

» The area has an overall lower share of people of color than is generally found citywide:

-- 81 percent of the population is White compared to 75 percent citywide.
-- 11 percent of the population is African-American compared to ten percent citywide.
-- just 5.4 percent of the population is Asian Pacific Islander compared to almost 12 percent

citywide.
* Residents of this area tend to have higher levels of formal education than is found citywide:
-- 47.6 percent of the people aged 25 and over have at least a bachelors degree compared to 38
percent citywide.
-- 9.2 percent of the people aged 25 and over have less than a high school education compared to
13.6 percent citywide.

+ The people in this area tend to be more mobile -- Just 34.4 percent of the population aged 5 and
over lived in the same house in 1990 as they did in 1985 compared to 44 percent citywide.

» Households in this area tend to be smaller than are found citywide

-- on average 1.66 people live in each household compared to 2.09 citywide.
-- 57.8 percent of the households are single person households.

Housing

» The First Hill/ Capitol Hill/ Madison area has a higher share of renter occupied units than is
found citywide — almost 68 percent of the housing units are renter occupied compared to 48.6
percent citywide.

» The area has a much lower proportion of single family housing units than is found citywide —
just 21 percent of the units in the area are single family compared to 53 percent citywide.

« The median values of owner occupied housing units is substantially higher at $261,963
compared to $137,884. '

« Median rents are lower at $396 compared to $425.
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+ The age of the housing stock tends to be older than the city as a whole -- 53.4 percent of the
housing units were built prior to 1940 compared to 36 percent citywide.

Employment

* Thisareahad a slighﬂy higher unemployment rate than was true for the city as a whole in 1990 --
5.4 percent of the labor force was unemployed compared to 4.9 percent citywide.

* Workers in this area were much less likely to drive alone to work and more likely to walk to
work: :

-- just 44 percent of the workers drove alone to work compared to 58.7 percent citywide. '
-- 20.8 percent of the workers rode the bus to work compared to 15.6 percent citywide.
-- 18.3 percent of the workers walked to work compared to 7.2 percent citywide.

Income

* Incomes in this area are generally higher than is found in the rest of the city. One exception is
median household income which is slightly lower due to smaller household sizes:

-- Median household income was $23,089 compared to $29,353 citywide.
--Median family income was $46,501 compared to $39,860 citywide
-- Per Capita Income was $23,669 compared to $18,308 citywide.

* Overall the population was slightly more likely to live in poverty than the city as a whole -- 16.3
percent of the population lived in poverty compared to 12.4 percent citywide.

* Children are less likely to live in poverty in this area --11.3 percent of the children aged less than
18 lived in poverty compared to 15.7 percent citywide.

Jobs

» The distribution of jobs in this area is not wildly different from that in the city as a whole -- there
is a slightly higher share of retail and other service jobs and a lower share of manufacturing,
wholesale trade and utilities jobs:

-- 16.4 percent of the jobs are in retail compared to 14.1 percent citywide.
-- 68.8 percent of the jobs are in government, finance, insurance and real estate compared to 60.8

percent citywide.
Land Use

* The area has a relatively high concentration of land zoned for multi-family development — 21.5
percent of the gross land area is zoned for multi-family compared to 11 percent citywide.

+ Land use indicates a larger amount of land used as open space than is found in the city as a whole
-- 24 percent of the land is in open space compared to 10 percent citywide (this is attributable to
the Arboretum located in this area).
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Density

* This area tends to be much more dense than the city as a whole:

-- There are 18 persons per gross acre compared to 10 citywide.

-- There are 11 housing units per gross acre compared to five citywide

-- There are 19 jobs per gross acre compared to nine citywide

CHANGE 1980 - 1990
The First Hill/ Capitol Hill/ Madison Park area experienced a slight amount of change over the
- decade between 1980 and 1990. The area experienced a slight increase in population and

households and a slight decrease in the number of families. The average household size in the area
decreased slightly over the decade and the numbers of people living alone increased slightly.
Population
* Population increased by 4.1 percent compared to 4.5 percent citywide.

~ -- The population under the age of 5 decreased by two percent between 1980 and 1990.
-- The population aged 65 years and over increased by almost 20 percent during the decade.

-- There was a four percent increase in the White population between 1980 and 1990.

-- The number of people of color increased by just under three percent during the decade.
Households
* The number households increased by 4.2 percent compared to 7.9 percent citywide.

-- The average number of persons per household decreased from 1.71 in 1980 to 1.66 in 1990
while the average decreased citywide from 2.15 to 2.09.

. There was a five percent decrease in married couple families between 1980 and 1990 compared
to just a 2 percent increase citywide.

-- The number of people living alone increased by just 3.5 percent during the 1980's compared to
a 13 percent increase citywide.

Housing Units
» Housing Units increased by 5.9 percent compared to 8.3 percent citywide.

-- There was just over a one percent increase in renter occupied housing units and a thirteen
percent increase in owner occupied housing units between 1980 and 1990.

-- There was a six percent increase in housing units in multi-family structures and just a one
percent increase in single family units during the 1980's.
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PROJECTED CHANGE 1990 - 2010

Forecasts of population, household, and housing unit growth for the next twenty years indicates
that the area is expected to experience growth at rates slightly lower than the rates of growth
expected for the city as a whole.

* Population in the area is forecasts to increase by 3.3 percent between 1990 and 2010 compared to
5 percent growth for the city as a whole.

* The number of households is expected to grow by just 8 percent over the two decade peﬁod
compared to a fifteen percent increase citywide.
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