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Introduction

In 1990 there were 516,259 people who called Seattle home. Seattle is the 21st most populous
city in the nation between Boston with 574,000 people and El Paso with 515,000 people.

These half-a-million people

represent all ages, a wide
diversity of races, live in a
range of family types, and
occupy various types of
housing units. The 1990
population is the result of the
reversal of a twenty-five year
trend of population declines.

POPULATION CHANGE:

1960-1990
[

> ] 530,831

Between 1960 and 1980 the 0 150,000 300,000 450,000 600,000
population declined by over POPULATION

eleven percent from 557,087

to 493,846. The decade of the 1980's brought a reversal of that trend with a 4.5 percent
increase. Out of the 193 cities with populations of over 100,000 Seattle's percentage change
was the 110th highest between Worcester, MA. at 4.9 percent and Indianapolis at 4.3 percent.
Spokane grew by 3.4 percent to 177,196 and Tacoma grew by 11.5 percent to 176,664.

Seattle is just one part of the larger Seattle metropolitan area. Seattle comprised just 34.3

Seattle Share of County Population

1970

1980 1990

comprises 29.6 percent.

percent of the 1,507,319 people living in King
County in 1990. Our share of the county
population has been steadily declining over the
past three decades as population increases in the
county have exceeded those in the city. Even
King County does not encompass the entire
metropolitan area. The urbanized area
surrounding Seattle (areas with a density of at
least 1,000 persons per square mile) has a total
population of 1,744,086 of which Seattle
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The overall change in population and the total population of 516,259 masks the details about the
people who call Seattle home. The purpose of this report is to present a summary of
information about the people who live in Seattle. This report includes information about how
we live, our education levels, our income levels, how we get to work, and what types of

housing units we call home.

In order to put the 1990 data in perspective this report presents comparisons to 1980 and to
King County. Seattle in 1990 is a key part of the county and region and who we are today
is closely tied to our past. Both our relationship with the county as a whole and with our

own past provide useful insights to the importance of these data for understanding who we

are.

This is by no means a comprehensive reporting of all the information available from the
Census or other sources. The two appendices provide more information and many public
libraries maintain collections of Census and other related publications.
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Data Source

All the data presented in this repbrt are results of the U.S. Census of Population and
Housing. The census is conducted on April 1 every ten years to collect information about
the people of the United States. This report includes data from both the 1980 and the 1990
Censuses. The data from 1980 were taken from published reports while the data pertaining
to 1990 were extracted from computer readable data files.

There are two appendices that present tables of raw data that were used to prepare the
various tables and figures in this report. Additional data and information is released by the
Census Bureau and are available at most public libraries.
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Age Structure

Understanding the age structure of the population is critical to understanding who we are, what our
needs are, and what we have to offer as citizens of Seattle. In 1990 almost 30,000 (5.7 percent) of
us were under five years old; and over 9,000 (1.8 percent) of us were over 85. The largest age
group was between 25 and 34 -- 112,000 people -- which accounted for 21.7 percent of the total

population.

The size of the various age groups in
1990 is the result of changes over the
past decade that have varied among the
ages. Overall the population in Seattle
increased by 4.5 percent between 1980

and 1990. Over the decade, however,
there was a great deal of variability in
the change in population among the age
groups. The population 16 to 24 years
old decreased by over 21 percent from
89,000 to 70,000 while the population
in the 35-44 age range increased by
almost 90 percent from 49,000 to 93,000. The change in population of the very young (0-4 years)
and the very old (85+ years) both showed an increase over the decade as well.

Share of Population by Age, 1990

85+
65-84
45-64 goveoy3 gy Sbere=l.8¥
Share=16.5 0-4
¥~ Share=5.7¥
255 -\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 5-15
s e ; Share=9.2%
$ :'%.
35-44 16-24
Share=18.1% Share=13.6%
25-34
Shere=21.7¥%

In 1990 the people of Seattle accounted for just over 34 percent of all the people living in King
County. Seattle, however, accounted for fewer young people and more people in the older age

Age 1980 1990
0-4 24,139 29,269
'5-15 50,564 47,701
16-24 89,198 70,203
25-34 106,807 112,098
35-44 49,272 93,285
45-64 97,826 85,303
65-84 68,062 69,129
85+ 7.978 9,271
Total 493,846 516,259

Population Change by Age, 1980-1990

Pct Change

21.3%
-5.7%
-21.3%
5.0%
89.3%
-12.8%
1.6%
16.2%

4.5%

groups than we might expect. While
34 percent of the overall population
lived in Seattle, only 28 percent of the
people under five and 23 percent of
the people 5-15 lived in Seattle. At
the other extreme over 45 percent of
the people 65-84 and over 55 percent
of the people over 85 lived in Seattle.
What we see is that young people and
people in mid-life (45-64 years) are
less likely to live in Seattle than people
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in other age groups. This supports the notion held by many that Seattle, as with most urban

centers, is a place where young adults

come to live while starting their
careers and forming their families then
move on to suburban locations. The
high share of the people over 65 living
in the city is likely indicative of the
fact that many of these older people
moved to Seattle and settled here prior
to the rapid development of the
suburban areas surrounding the city.

Share of County Population by age, 1990

Age King County, Seattle Share of
County
0-4 104,013 29,269 38.1%]|
'5-15 203,686 47,701 23.4%
16-24 181,647 70,203 38.6%
25-.34 302,508 112,098 37.1%
35-44 270,385 93,285 34.5%
45-64 277,753 85,303 30.7%
65-84 150,631 69,129 45.9%
85+ 16,697 9,271 55.5%
Total 1,507,320 516,259 34.3%]|

Age is an important component of the
population as it is indicative of

demands for a broad range of services, both public and private. The demand for schools, parks,

libraries, public safety, employment opportunities and other amenities varies a great deal with age.

(hoe
D DAz

L
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Race and Hispanic Origin

Seattle in 1990 is a city made up of people from a very diverse set of backgrounds. As
with most cities of Seattle's size the trend has been toward increasing diversity with an
increase in the non- white populations. In 1990 one in four Seattlites was a person of
color. This is an increase from approximately one in five in 1980. The most numerous

racial group in Seattle is
Asian and Pacific Islander.
The 61,293 Asian and
Pacific Islanders account
for almost twelve percent
of the total population.
The African American
population of 51,948
accounts for over ten
percent of the population.

Compared to the State and
King County, Seattle has a
more racially diverse
population. State-wide
only 11.5 percent of the

Distibution of Population by Race, 1990

Fhite
Share=75.3%

Other .
Share=1.4¥ African—
Asian and Am. Ind. American
Pac. Islander Eskimo, Share=10.1¥
Share=11.8% Aleut
Share=1.4%

population are people of color and in King County 15.2 percent are people of color. This
diversity offers Seattle a host of opportunities as well as a host of challenges.

Seattle has become increasingly diverse over the past several decades. Between 1980 and
1990 the white population in Seattle declined by almost ten percent while the nonwhite
population increased. The largest percentage increase was in the Asian and Pacific Islander
population with a 56 percent rise. The number of people in the Other Races category
increased by 39 percent and the Hispanic population increased by 44 percent.

The Asian and Pacific Islander population group is made up of people from a variety of
different backgrounds and racial origins. In the past decade there has been a substantial
increase in the Chinese, Filipino, and Vietnamese populations in the city while the Japanese
population has remained relatively stable. In the Hispanic Origin category the growth in
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Hispanics from Mexico was 61 percent while the number of people of other Hispanic

origin increased by 31 percent.

Race

White
African-
American
Am. Indian,
Eskimo, Aleut
Asian or Pac. Isle.
Chinese
Filipino
Japanese
Vietnamese
Other Asian or
Pacific Islander
Other Race

Hispanic Origin®
Mexican
Other Hispanic

1980
396,275
46,565

6,821
38,936
9,916
9,510
9,762
2,601

7,147
5,249

12,744
5,612
7,132

*Hispanic Origin can be of any race

Population Change by Race, 1980-1990

1990 Pct Change
388,858 -1.9%
51,948 11.6%
7,326 7.4%
60,819 56.2%
15,248 53.8%
16,223 70.6%
9,837 0.8%
4,922 89.2%
14,589 104.1%
7,308 39.2%
18,349 44.0%
9,037 61.0%
9,312 30.6%
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Migration and Mobility

One of the most talked about features of the American people is our mobility and movement
from home to home. People in Seattle reflect this national stereotype. Only 44 percent of

the people 5 years and over lived in the
same house in 1990 as they did in 1985.
This distribution is similar to the state
and King County as a whole where 46
percent and 44 percent respectively of

the people five and over lived in the
same house in 1985 and 1990. In
Seattle an additional 35 percent lived in
a different house elsewhere in King
County. Migration from places outside
of King County accounts for almost
one-quarter of the people over five years
of age.

Over the past decade a good deal of

Residence in 1985

Different House
in King County
34.8%

Same House
43.9%

D
B —
abroad : Different County
s oy CTTISTeR® i Fashington St.
13.7% 6%

(Persons S years and over)

attention has been given to the immigration of people from foreign countries. A total of
67,736 people (13.1 percent) living in Seattle were born abroad. Almost half of those

Year of Entry of Foreign Born Persons

1985-1990
i980-l9é4
1975-1979
1970-1974
1965-1969
1960-1964
1950-1959
Before 1950

Year of Entry
(Foreign Born Persons)

foreign born came to this country
during the 1980's. This trend was
reflected somewhat in the change in
racial groups between 1980 and 1990.
It is also reflected in the distribution of
foreign born persons by the year they
entered the United States. Over
32,000 people (six percent) of
Seattle's residents in 1990 were born
abroad and moved to this country in
the 1980's. Only 14,000 of the foreign
born population arrived in this country
during the 1970's. Seattle accounts
for 48 percent of the 140,611 foreign

born persons residing in all of King
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County and 54 percent of the 34,601 who arrived between 1985 and 1990.

Enabling these immigrants to function in this society requires a variety of support systems.
One of the major barriers in many instances is their ability to speak English. In 1990 over
15,000 of Seattle’s residents (2.9 percent) reported speaking English not well or not at all.

Almost three-quarters of the people

with English speaking difficulties Ability to Speak English
speak an Asian or Pacific Islander
language as their primary Speak only English 412,047
language. Seattle accounts for Speak Spanish
over 55 percent of the 27,509 English well
. . or very well 8,976
people in all of King County who English ?:ot well
report speaking English not well or or not at all 1,549
not at all. Speak Asian or Pac Islander
English well
or very well 31,357
English not well
or not at all 11,502
Speak Other Language
English well
or very well 19,720
English not well
or not at all 2,018




SEATTLE 1990:

WHO WE ARE

Household and Family Structu

re

Over the past several decades there have been some significant shifts in the way we
Americans join with each other to form families and households. Families are defined for
census purposes as groups of people joined by blood, marriage, or adoption while

Househplds by Type, 1990

children

Married with

] children
Single Person 13.37%
39.79%
Married
without
children
22.48%
'. -
12.49% 6.65%
5.23% :
Gnrelseq  Femilywithno  NoSpouse
individuals 3pouseandno et

households include families as
well as single people living
alone and groups of single
people living together in the
same housing unit. In Seattle,
almost forty percent of the
households are single person
households and an additional
twelve percent are households
of two or more unrelated
individuals. Just under 48
percent of the households are
made up of families. Just one

of every five households have children and only thirteen percent fit the old stereotypical
family structure consisting of a married couple with children.

Over the past decade the shift from family households to non-family households has
become more pronounced. Single person households increased by 12 percent and

households with groups of
unrelated individuals
increased by 40 percent.
The number of married
couple households
decreased over the decade
with thenlargcst decline in
married couples without
children.

The impact of household
and family structures on
children is a frequently

Change in Household Types, 1980-1990

Single Person
Married
with children
Married with-
out children
No Spouse
with children
No spouse with-
out children
2 or more unre-
lated individuals

Total

1980 1990 PctChange
83,799 94,179 12.4%
31,996 31,642 -1.1%
58,160 53,204 -8.5%
13,494 15,736 16.6%
11,299 12,387 9.6%
21,006 29,554 ‘40.7%

219,754 236,702 7.7%

10
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asked question. The older a child is the more likely it is to live in a family with only one
parent present. Just over 20 percent of the children under five live with one parent while
just over 37 percent of children 15-17 live with one parent. Overall, 20,770 of Seattle's

children under
the age of 18
live in single
parent
households.

Children by Presence of Parents, 1990

15-17

-
N
L
E-N

[
[}

Age of Children

0% 20% 40R 60% 80% 100%

Eg Childrenin Childrenin
Household with Household with
Married Couple one parent present
r 11
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Housing

The decade of the 1980's
brought with it a shift in the
housing stock in Seattle.
The stock of single family
residences increased by only
one-half of one percent over
the decade from 131,617 to
132,330. This low growth
results in a shift from single
family units constituting 57
percent of the total housing
units to 53 percent of the
housing units. Also during the 1980's there was a slight shift between owner- and renter-
occupied housing units. In 1980, 51 percent of the occupied housing units were owner-
occupied and by 1990 that share had shifted to 49 percent. Overall there was a net increase
of 19,110 (8.3 percent) housing units between 1980 and 1990. The largest increases were
in multi-family buildings with three to forty-nine units.

Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied

Building Size
Single Family
Duplex
3 or 4 units
5-to 9 units
10 to 19 units
20 to 49 units
50+ units

Total

Persons per Unit
by Unit Type, 1990

Persons per
Unit
2.40
1.80

2.50
2.18
1.93
1.66
1.59
1.46
1.31

2.01

Housing Units by Tenure
and Building Type, 1980-1990
' 1980 1990 PctChange
Owner Occupied 111,951 115,699 3.3%
Renter Occupied 107,518 121,003 12.5%
Vacant 10,458 12,330 17.9%
Building Size
Single Family 131,617 132,330 0.5%
Duplex 10,344 10,491 1.4%
3 or 4 units 10,418 12,150 16.6%
5 to 9 units 14,375 16,636 15.7%
10 to 49 units 42,889 54,649 27.4%
50+ units 19,394 19,220 -0.9%
Mobile Home 885 694 -21.6%
Total Units 229,922 249,032 8.3%

Along with changes in the housing stock and
households and family structure there has been a change
in the number of people occupying each housing unit.
On average there were just over 2 people per occupied
housing unit in 1990. This varied from 2.4 in owner
occupied and 2.5 in single family units to 1.8 in renter
occupied and an average of just 1.3 persons per unit in
buildings with 50 or more units.

Housing construction in Seattle over the past five

decades which is reflected in counts of housing units in
the city in 1990 by the decade in which they were built.
The number of units varies from a high of 37,000 units

12
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that were built during the
1950's to a low of 22,000
units during the 1970's.
The 1980's was about
average with 29,540 of
Seattle's units being
constructed. The net
increase in units was only
19,110 between 1980 and
1990 with the demolition
of 10,430 units. Just over
36 percent of Seattle's
housing units were
constructed prior to 1940.

Year Housing Units Built

Pre 1940 90,162

1940-1949
1950-1959
1960-1 969.
1970-1979
1980-1990

29,540

0 25,000 50,000 75,000 100,000

Housing Units

13
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Employment and Occupation

Of the 439,636 people in Seattle sixteen years and over, 64 percent were either

employed or in the armed forces. Another

31 percent of the people 16 years and over Labor Force Status, 1990

were not in the labor force due to a variety (Employed persons 16 years and over)
of reasons including school, health, and
personal choice. There were 14,659 people
who were unemployed and actively looking Civilian Labor Force 298,819

Armed Forces 1,495

Employed 284,160

for work. Those 14,659 unemployed Unemployed 14.659
people represent over 41 percent of the

Not in Labor Force 139,049

35,391 unemployed people county-wide.
The county tends to have a slightly higher Total 439,363
share of its population 16 and over in the

labor force than does Seattle, 68 percent in the city compared to 71 in the county.

Occupatdon by Type, 1990

Managerial Technical,
and sales, admin

Professional support
36.27% 7

33.06%

12.95%
L 1.14%

9.61% 6.97% Agricultre
Operators, Precision related
fabricators, production
and repar

(Employed persons 16 years and over)

Most of the employed residents of Seattle are in a Professional or Managerial (36
percent) occupation or Sale or administrative support occupation (33 percent). Just

14 ‘ 1




SEATTLE 1990: WHO WE ARE

sixteen percent are in manufacturing type occupations such as machinery operators,
and precision production.

While the population in Seattle increased by 4.5 percent over the 1980's the number

“of employed persons 16 years and over increased by 13.6 percent. There were
34,000 additional residents in Seattle employed in 1990. The highest percentage
increases were in the professional and related service industries and the executive,
managerial, administrative and professional specialty occupations. There were
declines in the number of residents employed in the manufacturing industry and
related occupations. The indsutrial group that captured the largest numbers of
Seattle residents was professional and related services. )

| 15
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Nar e

Change In Occupation and Selected Industries,

1980-1990

(Employed persons 16 years and over

living in Seattle)

Executive, Managerial,
and administrative

Professional Specialty

Technician and related
support

Sales

Administrative support,
including clerical

Private Household
Services

Protective Services

Services, except

Household and protective

Farm, Forest, and
Fishing

Precision production, craft

and repair

Machine operators, assemblers,

and inspectors
Transportation and

material moving
Handlers, equip. cleaners,

helpers and laborers

Total
Selected Industries:

Manufacturing
Wholesale and retail trade
Professional
‘and
related services
Other

Total

1980

28,895
42,894

10,999
24,746

50,142

1,142
2,290

30,506
2,482
25,V173
13,413
8,430
9,005

250,117

41,143
52,789

64,621
91,564

250,117

1990 Pct Change

42,558 47.3%
60,498 41.0%
13,786 25.3%
32,955 33.2%
47,202 -5.9%
1,245 9.0%
2,560 11.8%
32,082 8.1%
3,253 31.1%
19,805 -21.3%
11,978 -10.7%
7,474 -11.3%
7,864 “12.7%
284,160 13.6%
37,661 -8.5%
57,634 9.2%
84,753 31.2%
104,112 13.7%
284,160 13.6%

16
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As indicated earlier 4.9 percent of the labor force was unemployed in 1990 reflecting
a generally healthy economy. There is variability in the unemployment rate among
various groups in society. The unemployment rate for the white population was 3.9
percent compared to 12.4 percent for African Americans and 10 percent for American
Indians, Eskimo, and Aleut. The unemployment rate was 5.4 percent for men and
4.4 percent for women. State-wide the unemployment rate was 5.7 percent.

Unemployment Rate by Race, 1980 and 1990

Hispanic

Asian and
Pac. Islander

Am. ind,
Eskimo, Aleut
African- & 12.4%
American :

=] 15.6%

Yhite

Total

0.0% S.0%8 10.08 15.08% 20.0%
Unemployment Rate for Persons 16 years and over

1980 E& 1990

| 17
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Educational Attainment

Seattle residents have relatively
high levels of educational
attainment. In 1990, 31 percent
of the city's residents 25 years
and over had at least a bachelors
degree compared to 30 percent in
King County and 23 percent
state-wide. At the other end of
the spectrum there were over
19,000 residents 25 years and
over (5.2 percent) with 8 years or
less of formal education and over
31,000 (8.4 percent) who
attended high school but did not
receive a diploma.

Highest Level of For mal Educstion Attained

Graduate or
Professional

College, no

High School

9-12 years,
no diploma

Bachelors
Degree

Associate
Degree

Some

Graduate

0-8 years

Educational Attainmment, 1990

90,971

82,548

72,771

1

25,000 50,000 75,000 100,000

Persons 25 years and over

18
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- Disability

Almost 30,000 people (6.9 percent) 16 years and over report having some type of
disability that partially or completely limits there ability to participate in the work
force. Other types of disability include mobility and self-care disabilities are
reported by 42,490 people (9.8 percent).

Disability, Mobility, and Self care
Limitations, 1990

Mobility
limitation only
Self care PR
limitation only E o 17Te
Mobility and Self F
Care

Work Disability

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000

Civilian noninstitutionalized persons 16 years and over

| 19
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Income and Poverty Status

Individuals', households' and families' incomes are related to their employment status,
occupations, education levels, types of disabilities and a whole host of other factors.
Overall Seattle has lower incomes than both the county as a whole and the state. In Seattle
56,239 (23.7 percent) households had incomes of less than $15,000 in 1989 (1990 Census
data on income refers to calendar year 1989). Seattle households in the less than $15,000
income category account for 55 percent of the 102,000 households in that category county-

wide.

_ At the high end of the spectrum, 11,357 (4.8 percent of all households in Seattle)
households have incomes over $100,000. Seattle households in the $100,000 and over
income category account for 31 percent of the households in that category county-wide.
Income measures by household are indicative of households' ability to afford housing etc.
but vary with household type and number of workers in each household.

Household Income, 1989

Over $150,000 [T 4,436
$100,000-150,000
$75,000-100,000
$60,000-75,000

Income

$45,000-60,000
$30,000-45,000

$15,000-30,000

Less than $15,000

0 15,000 30,000 45,000 60,000
Households

L 20
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The mean income for all households in 1990 was $38,895. Households made up of single

persons and unrelated
individuals had a mean
income of $28,005
while family
households had a mean
income of $49,572.
Among family types
there is a great deal of
variability in income
levels ranging from
over $58,000 for
married couples with
children to just $19,000
for female headed
households with no
spouse present and with
children.

Mean Family Income by Household Type,

1989

2 $60,000

8 $50,000

> $40,000

E $30,000

| S

c $20,000

£ $10,000

so - . - - o 55

£ 2 £_ ef b
5§ < 23§ 55§ Z
32 2 242 F52 &
t5 56 £3% §3% =
5 g -8

Income, 1989

Households
Mean Income
Median income

Families
Mean Income
Median Income

Non family-

Households
Mean Income
Median Income

Per Capita Income

Per capita income in Seattle was $18,308 which is
comparable to that for all of King County at $18,587
$38,895| and higher than per capita income for the entire state
$29,353| which is $14,923.

$49,572
$39,860

$28,005
$20,976

$18,308

21
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"Poverty status' is a measure that helps to understand how many people and families have
incomes too low tc maintain some level of basic support. The poverty level is based on an
estimated dollar amount needed to pay for a basic set of goods and services such as

- housing, food, and clothing.
The amount is calculated for

f?.mﬂleg and varies by family Poverty Status 1989 by Age
size. In 1990, 12.4 percent
of Seattle residents lived in > 30.0%
poverty. This is up slightly % 25.0%
: S 20.08
from 11.2 percent in 1980. >
. 2 15.0%
The Seattle poverty rate is ©
higher than both state (10.9 '::; 10.0%
percent) and the county (8.0 c z'g: i 28
. e o ; "R 5,
percent). As with many 0-5 '6- 18- 25- 35- 45- 6€5- 75+
other things poverty varies 17 24 34 44 64 74
among different segments of Age Ranges

the population. Poverty

levels are highest for the youngest residents of the city. The highest poverty rate is for
people ages 18 to 24. This is partially explained by the high number of people in this
group in school or just starting work with little or no experience and having to rely on low
paying entry level employment. There are also relatively high percentages (16 percent) of
children under 18 years old living in poverty. The lowest poverty rates are among the

people 35 to 74 years of age
Income and Poverty by Race, 1989 reflecting their generally higher
, Percent| education and experience levels.
Per Capita Persons
Below
Income, Poverty
Level
There is also a great deal of
White $20,645 9.0% <abili . ial
African-American  $10,503 25.29| Vvanability among various raci
Am. Ind,Eskimo, - $10,323 32.9%] categories in poverty levels and
le?aur: and Pac $11.881 18.9% income levels. The white population
Island has a per capita income of over
Other Race $10,152 27.5% .
Hispanic Origin $14.516 22.3%| $20,0002nda poverty rate of just 9
percent which is half of the next
Total $18,308 12.4%] racial group wiin the next lowest
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poverty rate. Income among the non-white racial groups varies between $10,152 for other
races to $14,516 for people of Hispanic origin. Poverty rates vary from 19 percent for
Asian and Pacific Islanders to 33 percent for American Indians, Eskimo, and Aleut.
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Transportation

One of the issues of highest concern presently on the local and regional agenda is
transportation. People see traffic congestion and related air quality as major problems
facing the region. One of the main culprits people point to is the group that drives alone to

Means of Transportation to Work, 1990

Drove
Alone

52.29% Carpool

15.75%®

3 Public
7 Bus
19.15%

2088 / ) 791

Walked Worked
2.80% at home
Other

work. In 1990, over 164,000
(52 percent) employed people
16 years and over drove alone
to work. Seattle is a little better
than King County as whole
with 27 percent of employed
Seattle residents riding a bus or
carpooling compared to 20
percent county-wide. The
43,511 Seattle residents that
ride the bus account for 64
percent of the 67,851 county-
wide. However, the 33,057 of
us that carpool account for 36

percent of the 91,259 county-wide that carpool. Seattle residents also account for 68

percent of those county-wide who walk to work.

Changes between 1980
and 1990 indicate that our
desire for driving alone to

work has increased. g’ ove /I“O“e
) , arpoo
During the 1980's the Public Bus
number of Seattle Walked

Other

resi ivin ne
sidents driving alo; Worked at home

increased by over 27

percent while carpooling Total

Change in Means of Transportation to Work
(Workers 16 years and over)

1980 1990 Pct Change
128,992 164,255 27.3%
38,861 33,057 -14.9%
47,252 43,607 -7.7%
19,562 20,250 3.5%
6,900 7,881 14.2%
5,142 10,734 108.8%
246,709 279,784 13.4%

and bus ridership both

declined. It may be a sign of the times that people working at home doubled from just over

5,000 to 10,734.
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The majority (57.7 percent) of the people who live in Seattle and are employed outside their

home spend between 10 minutes
and 30 minutes traveling work.

There were a lucky 29,000 Travel Time To Work, 1990
workers (10.5 percent) who N
. 2 100,000 1
reported traveling under 10 3
minutes to work. At the other Z 80,000 o
extreme over 9,500 workers (3.4 ¥ 60,000 B Ll
percent) reported traveling over § 40,000+ =;i§§s;-
one hour to work. - 20,000 s Eotnt
ES 0.
o (o) (*)) (o)} (<03 (o)) +
1 - N [\2] I.D CD O
o ] 1 1 1 1 ()Y
o o o o o
- & o ¥ ©
Travel Time in Minutes
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Appendix A:

The tables included in appendix A are taken from-the 1990 Census Summary Tape
File 1a (STFla). This tape file contains complete count census information from the
'short form' questionnaire. The short form is sent to every housing unit in the
country and thus it is called the complete count data.
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Appendix B:

The tables included in appendix B are taken from the 1990 Census Summary Tape
File 3a (STF3a). This tape file contains sample count census information from the
'long form' questionnaire. The short form was sent to 12.6 percent of the housing
units in Seattle and thus it is called the sample count data. The short form responses
are used to make estimates for the total population. The tables in this appendix are
estimates of the total population based on the sample data.
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CITY OF SEATTLE e SEATTLE PLANNING DEPARTMENT

City of Seattle
Norman B. Rice, Mayor

Seattle Planning Department
J. Gary Lawrence, Director

Participating Staff
Eric A. Friedli

CENSUS
9

CURRENT PLANNING RESEARCH BULLETIN NUMBER 52




	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

