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Agenda
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➢ Introductions

➢ What is right-of-way (ROW)?

➢ Why is ROW unique?

➢ Public Trust Analysis 

➢ Public Benefits

➢ Examples



What is right-of-way?
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Right-of-way is property that 
has been dedicated or acquired 
for public transportation and 
utility use, including streets, 
alleys, and other public places.



Why is right-of-way unique?
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• City Council decision per RCW 35.79

• Streets held in public trust - City acts as trustee

• No rights to vacate

• Only abutting property owners can file petition

• Vacated property may only be acquired by abutting property owners

• Vacation must be in the public interest - requires analysis of public 
trust and provision of public benefits



Public Trust Analysis
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• Circulation

• Access

• Utilities

• Open Space

• Light and Air

• Views

• Free Speech

• Public Assembly

• Land Use and Urban Form

Based on role of streets and alleys:



Public Benefits
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• Long-term benefit to the general public

• On top of mitigating the impacts of the development or meeting code 
requirements

• Consider race and social equity

• Include ideas from community engagement

Categories

• Physical public benefits

• Programmatic public benefits (not short-term, not pre-existing)

• Real property

• Payment of funds (in addition to other fees)
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SDC review process
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PRE-SUBMITTAL

Community Engagement Plan 

Early Design Commission

 Early Design Guidance 

SDOT Initial Assessment

PETITION SUBMITTAL

SDOT Accepts Petition 

Introduce to City Council

Early Committee Briefing

MUP Submitted

PETITION REVIEW
Coordinate Department Reviews

Traffic Analysis

Environmental Reviews

Street Improvement Plan 

SDCI Design Review

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Set by City Council Resolution

Land Use Information Bulletin 
Notice

Mailings and Community Notice 

SDOT ANALYSIS
Vacation Policy Consistency

Community Plan Consistency

Address Project Impacts & 

Conditions

Recommend Public Benefit Proposal

DESIGN COMMISSION

Public Trust 

Public Benefit

CITY COUNCIL REVIEW
Hold Public Hearing

Consider SDOT Recommendation

Review Development Proposal

Committee Action – Set Conditions of 

Approval

PROJECT CONSTRUCTION

Development Consistent with City 

Council Conditions

Provide Regular Status Updates
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FINAL ORDINANCE
Fees Paid

City Council Conditions Met

Easements and other Agreements 

Completed



How Street Vacations Change Seattle
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Major Institutions

For proposed vacations within major institutions boundaries, the 
Major Institution Comprehensive Plan policies & any Major 
Institution Master Plan (MIMP) will be considered. If the Council 
considers vacation and a MIMP involving the vacation right-of-way 
has been submitted for approval but not yet approved, the 
Council’s review of the proposed MIMP shall be conducted before 
the Council’s review of the street vacation. 
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Examples
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Public Trust Review: Grand Street Commons
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Public Trust Review: Grand Street Commons
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Alley Vacation ImpactPublic Open Space Network Connections
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Public Trust Review: Grand Street Commons
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Public Trust Review: Grand Street Commons
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Public Benefit Review: Trailside Student Housing
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Trailside Student Housing
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Trailside Student Housing
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Trailside Student Housing
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Trailside Student Housing
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2 & U
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Amazon Spheres – Denny Triangle Alley 
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South Lake Union – Block 102
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Public Benefit Elements 
South Transfer Station 



Questions?
Beverly.Barnett@seattle.gov | 206-684-7564
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