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The Central Business District in Early 20t Century
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The mid-block downtown location at 315 Seneca
Street, left above, identified on a Baist map of 1912.

Above, north on 2" Avenue near Spring Street, 1907.

Left, looking north at 4t Avenue Regrades, 1906




Density and Growth in the Downtown Business District

Left, north on 3" in 1914
Below, downtown in 1930
Lower photos, increased density ca 1950.
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The Post-war Era

Above, west on Seneca Street, 1960
Left, downtown in 1946 and 2010




Early Seattle Hotels and Emergence of a Building Type
Left, the Fekler House, Front & Jackson Street (1853-1889)

Below, a postcard of Seattle hotels 1907. Clockwise from upper
left: the Rainier Grand, Savoy, Butler, Lincoln, and Stander.
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T Stephen Berg, Residential Builder & Developer
A ' Biltmore Apartments & Biltmore Annex on Capitol Hill
Claremont/Adra Hotel & Bergonian/Mayflower Park Hotel
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Why Worry

with the problems ot home
building when-you.can select
with conﬁdeng:e‘-hom

20 of My Beautiful
New Homes
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fStephéiz‘vf;:v-B‘erg :

3402 Woodland Park Ave.




Formal dedlcation of

gram of musiv,

of KFQW.
The broadeasting

couniry,

‘rator of the hotel, i3
ikmlng 1rpe of plaster,
Yaci Mtz hunaa

the

an

KFQW Dedicates
New Station In
Special Program

new

home of KFQW in the Continental|
Hotel last night was marked by an
especially Interesting five-hour pro-
The event was the
occasion also for m large number
| of visitors to the new hotel, also
formally opened, and to the studie

studios are
pronounced hy many c¢qual to the
best 10 be found anywhere in the
A new fearure incorporat-
ed in construction of the studios
by Stephen Berg, builder and ope-

echo-

fajects under-comstruetion or
[clade tem and twelve-story buildings represen|
several million dollars. 1—Ten-story Vance
enih Av:nnu and Stesvart Street, cd tq
tar by Y. W. Yoorhees Eltcl Building. The ol
(e .huudi.g will be.completed eirly. thi Sl
fructure to be bullt this summer_for the Fug
ksociation on the camt mide of Fomzth Avemu
Feetr. 3—Twélre-story Continental Hotel unde
15 on the south nide of Sencca Street, betrig
‘fes, opposite the Telephone Ballding: desfgn
slker Buflding. 4—Ten story Lisyd Ballding

EBA STAWRT SErest, QSAETEd for TME Y

“Artistically ornamented and magnificently
furnished, the Continental Hotel bids to
Become popular ... a distinctive lounging
and meeting place for its guests.”

1] Seattle's

UPENING ANNUUNCED'

Radio Staﬂon HQW Wﬂl Be -
Dedtcat.ed on Decembcr 4.

The ‘- new - Cont.mentl.’( Hotel, ‘now
under ' construction . on - Séneca Street
between Third  and - Foutth  Aye- [k o
nués, “was “host to- its’ - first - celeb-
rity recently,- when Walter .- Hagen,
world’s greatest. golfer, drove" a :golf
ball from the roof, twelve stories above

8t casl

the street. -Teelng.up on-the micro- jna1 54
phone of radio station KFQW, whose fie Phin
fre, a. i

new home will. be.in"the ‘hotel, > Mr.
Hagen drove the ball'with a pzu-achute [rre on &
attached: out aver the:bailding, where [7% * 3

George Overton. on Fourth: Avenue.
Mr.’ Overtcn by :reason:of,his catch
wead rewarded with s dozen Hagen golf
balls and'a check for five'dolars from
EFQW.

The' Coptinental- Hotel 15"t0 - ba offl-
clally dedicated simultaneously with
the opening of KFQW’s. new studio, ‘on
December 4. The building, . designed
by Stewart-& Wheatly, architects, is
estimated to cost $300,000 and wlilt pos-
sess gll the modern fea.tures of high
class hotels,> " .~

This néiest of Seattle's. hcstelriea is
the’ third  such, ventura of . Stephen
Berg, “well- l»mown Seattle - financler.
Afr. Berg alrea.dy controls  The " Bilt-
mora : and The -Claremont apartment
hotels: -Mr. Berg's. enurprisc and: his
faith ‘in Seattle have’ a.lready brought
bim, large success. .

Arﬂsdca.]iy ornamented and magnifi-
cently furnished, the Gontinental Ho-
tel bids” fair to become popular in
Seattle.” A laxurions lobby will furnish
a - distinctive lounging and meeting
place for Its guests. Twelve stories
in_ height the bullding will “provide
ninety-eight " rooms, with a cafe in the
basement. :

ased 1s
of fec

AR S HOTEL

[Fourth Aveuue,ll
f

it" soared  lelsurely. into -the hands'of :":z:f p

IER

With his twelve-story Coutipent-
nl Hotel on Seneca Street, near
almost complete,

and to be for
¢ mally dedicated
necxt Saturday
evening, Ste-
phen DBerg will
begin razing of
existing Im-
provements on
the southeast
corner of
Fourth Avenue
and Olive
Street on
Wednesday for
a new twelve-
story hotel at
that  point as
well Already
he has bullt and

Stephen Berg
is operaling the Claremont Hotel
and the Diltmore Apartments.

The Contlnental Hotel is atirac-
tive in design and will afford many
Innovations in service, sald Berg.

He staled that radio siatlon
KFQW, to move Into specinlly de-
signed quarters [n the new hotel
early this week, will have a large
part in the festivities attending
dedicrtion of the hotel Saturdwy,
offering an dll-thentrical program.

Use of ucoustic plaster, to over-

construction feature of (he studio
for the broadeasting station, it was

announced.

|

come reverberatory troubles, is a.

LHE SEATTLE DAILY TIMES

|BERGONIAN HOTEL OPENS

SEA]TLE OBTAINS
LARGE STRUCTURE
- TOHOUSE GUESTS

| Steghen Berg,  Prominent
| Buiider, Adds  Anot
| “Notable’ Contrioution + to

offee to Be
Bergonian: Featurg

'I'IIE BERGONIAN HOTEL

Wil Serve

Coffee
Fresh
i Roasted -

And Delfvered Daly by the i
COMMERCIAL ‘IMPORTING COMPANY
Packers ot:ais Vamous

“CORONA BLEND COFFEE
g e st

STLART AND WHEATLEY
‘srcrizcrs
AND h'ch\TPrL-u

Bergonian

- st Walker BUtz |
Phoss Eblots 1410 + seaue

Gally From
The
New Bergonian
Hitel
Aretor

“Royal Blue
" Cabs

Mstered Cabs

|| BrassandBronze }

on tha new, (2

| Bergnman Hntel

INORTHNEST REALTY
NEETING PLANS Tﬂll]

"'CAnnouncing the Opening of -

COMPLETE
ELECTRICAL
KITCHEN

EQUIPPED BY US IN

seEStAN

ALsO

CRAWFORD ELECTRIC RANGES

INSTALLES 1K AS MANY APARTHENTS
THS

The Modern Bergonian-Hotel

“Is Complately Hqvipped With

REFRIGERATOR
et Aoars

ik

Seattle Sales Branch
L

Fourth 4t Stewart

iott 2273

' Jhe .
Bergonian
Hotel

A Beautiful Addition to
Seattle’s' Hotels
Saturday, July 16,1927
Visitors Weleome
“ALLAN R, THOMPSON

"Catermg to 77tose Apptecmlmg the:
Best—at .a-Moderate Price”

The Bergonian: “Catering to
Those Appreciating the
Best —at a Moderate Price”



Architect B. Dudley Stuart of Stuart & Wheatly
Designer of Stephen Berg’s Biltmore Apartments & Biltmore Annex on Capitol Hill,
and the downtown Claremont & Bergonian Hotels

Stuart & Wheatly
Projects in the 1920s

Biltmore Apartments & Annex (1923)
Holland Building Addition (1923)
Landham Residential Hotel (n.d.)
Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity (1925)
Davison Apartments (1926)

Levere Apartments (1927)

Sunset Electric Building #3 (1925-26)
Christie & Company Building (1927)
Garfield Building (1929)

Claremont Apartment Hotel (1925)
Bergonian Hotel (1926-1927)
Continental Hotel (1926)

Exeter House Apartments (1927)
Marlborough Apartments (1926-27)




A New Eclectic Style with Stepped Massing
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1926

The Original Building,
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 Acoress—Prorerty F / 5~/ Seneca St. Conr. Pul -
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;_om;;\cmn ] St 3
EXTRA FEATURES Pira escape inside 10landings —

| Conerete stuirs iron railing =

Good - Reinforced Concrete

5TORE FRONTS

=, o Plate glass
‘ Concrete floor50%|Copper sash JCONRTHUCTION

ORiG. CosT
S e 80 Concrete
6 BunbInG

[Hotel 4] 50% Plastered _|Terracotta Bulk hdl, R<wesaamen 1 Small Mezz floor sbove lobby-
11 stories | 50% Tarrazza flo _7_Conoition: EXTerior_Good INTERIOR"_ Good FOUND food

1 Store 5 e T, 'snan{o{a o B_MAIN SupporT CoLumn_Conex FoorinaCone SPAN Fr.
o0 Rooms. ZOUNDATION Brick Reinf conc. | _© FIRsT Fioor Joist Concrete __INCH CENTERS BRIDGED
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lepsrtment & [Floor " Trim 11 GROSS INCOME § EXPENSE $ NET INCOME $
Class A VTS AP TSI ~_ [window eills to&nd 12 D 0 CoNb. /7 % OBSLSE. % ECON, SUIT. % TotaL IO %
|Roor [Flr ornamental & Year Buit 1926 RemopELED  NO

FUTURE LIFE 4 () YEARS

Depression Era Business Transitions

ACQURED FAOM
MACKAY ESTATE

EY FL W, MARGESON
Real Eitate FAitar
are of the

Gowntown proerty tesnslos Lo be
made in recent months.
A

INTERIOR Sound proof | Ter & grevel  [From 18%h flr,to EFFECTIVE AGE O Years
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HEATING = =
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HOTEL EARL, $200,000 PROPERTY,

MAJOR DEAL OF WEEK

The Botet Eacl, twelve-story reinforced conerete and steel struclare
a8 315 Semcen St was pus Tsst week by an nansmed investor. It
wwas hallt in 1937 at  c0st exceeding $00,000,

CLOUTER HEAD
JARDAVS §C0.

rs were elacted and ylans

MANY RESIDE|

Norton,

for many years =
Co,

FEW HOSPITAL

Ballard s planniag & new hos-

vil
ices | The Ballard Gencra: Hospital, on
d boy-|(he thied flous of fhe Balard
Eagles Buitding, plans to build a
new $50,000 building on the south-
swest corner of 14th Avenve N. W.,

gereral sdvance in prices and fore-
sighted merchants sre signing long

3!
a
&
2

Seautle, closest lange-American seaport to Alaska, Japan and
China, is situated on one of the world's great harbors, Elliote
Bay. Lake Washington, the largest of Seattle’s lakes, is 28
miles long. Augmenting a canal system linking Puget Sound
with lakes Union and Washington two inner harbors have
been created within the city. The locks are second in size
only to those of Panama.

The land area of the city is more thin 68 square miles. Tts
harbors total more than 35 square miles. Forty-eight parks
embrace more than 2,000 acres. The boulevard system follows
ing lakeshore and hillerest is more than 30 miles long.

The Pacific Ocean rolls in over no more smoothly sanded
beaches nor lashes more picturcsque rugged, rock cliffs than
the western coast of Washington. Rainier National Park,
Mount Baker National Forest, Snoqualmic Falls, Cascades and
Olympics, Olympic Peninsula, and San Juan lslands are but 3
few of the delightful wonder spots offered the touris on
visiting Seattle. Nowhere are the trees more green nor ma-
Jeticaly taller. Nowhere are the mountain streams, st
Kters and lakes more abundant with fish. Nowhere in the
West is there 3 more desirable vacation wonderland than

Seattle.

RATES ASLOW AS -
§1:50 sinete $2.00 00uste
C ROOMS WITH BATH
MANAGING DIRGCTOR
SENECA AT FOURTH
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Here in Seattle's f
hotel that meets :v:r

- d i
or f:gmtly party. Tr}):e :::/n?ngcflemumt" busm'css reelf
Provides every modern hotel comf

to Seattle, come to the ort. When you come

Horer Eany . . . you will

2l commands andc);;cllcnt view l(::
: : Snow-cappe Ou! anier;
the Olymaﬁlc Mountains and %{)linu Bn;.[ gc:tr:ll:s
port to corners of the world, Seneca Street ac
Fourth Ayer!ue. highway 99, the Horer Eaxr is in
the metropolitan circle of leading theatres, department
stores, smart shops, financial and business districts.

THE LOBBY

First entering the Lobby, the potential resident at the
Horer Eary is agreeably impressed by the atmosphere
of concervative charm. Deep-cushioned arm-chairs;
roomy lounges and subdued lights combine a spirit of
restful quiet. The Lobby presents a highly desirable
place to meet one’s friends; to sit and gossip; to read
or to while away the time in pleasant meditation. For
your convenience an excellent Coffee Shop and Barber
Shop are located off the main Lobby.

/——'._'—f'-'_
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The accompanying views depict the restful
Lobby, delightfully appointed rooms and majestic,

towering exterior of the HoTer EArL. For posi
tive assurance of complete comfort amid home-
like atmosphere your problem of hotel selection
is solved at the EArL.

- Jaimerrm\ R s

*

ROOMS )

i there is 2

Exacting as you may be in your demands here 2 &
g :g the HoreL Earr that will meet yo! ey
s ents. Richly appointed all rooms are 0\:] s
requu:m ou the maximum of natural light ane l:l
assur;edg Zrith an excellent view. Equally desirable
ﬁ is an abundance of hot water no matter the time

day or night.

of day o BN D ERSONNEL g

il find service at the HoTeL Earw not merely a
gY:tlu:,e. ilz‘is given in infinite detail, but not ob-
trusively. There is no outward display of it. Members
of a highly trained staff attend you the moment you
enter the hotel making you feel immediately at home.
It is a personal touch and is expressive of the HoteL
Earw atmosphere.

INFORMATION

For the convenience of out-of-town visitors a com-
plete information bureau is maintained at the desk.
Unfamiliar with the city, correct information on points
of interest and how to reach them will be given you
on request.

{7 o

;LLOUTSXDE ROOMS WITH BATH, Rates as LOW as
1.80 siaie $2,.00 pounte

(Free Garage)

“Here in Seattle’s famed metropolitan center is a hotel that meets every demand of tourist, business man or family party. The new
modern building in itself provides every modern comfort ... a home-like atmosphere ... all outside rooms with bath ...assuring the
maximum of natural light and air coupled with an excellent view ... an abundance of hot water no matter the time of day or night.”



Later Transitions:
The Heart of Seattle Hotel, 1961-1977
Hotel Seattle, 1977 -2021
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Current Photos
The Surroundings
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Current Photos: The Exterior
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Current Photos: The Interior
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Current Photos: Terra Cotta & Stone Cladding




Landmark Designation Criteria

Seattle’s Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (SMC 25.12.350)
requires a property to be more than 25 years old and to “have
significant character, interest or value, as part of the

-

, "‘ , development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City,
/ : State or Nation,” and that the property meet one or more of six
l’, A designation criteria:

N
‘.? » ;" Criterion A. It is the location of, or is
I associated in a significant way with, an
. '»‘? historic event with a significant effect upon

4 the community, City, state, or nation.

.
A\

Criterion B. It is associated in a significant
way with the life of a person important in
the history of the City, state, or nation.

-
-%

Criterion C. It is associated in a significant
way with a significant aspect of the cultural,
; v political, or economic heritage of the

1 i 4 53 community, City, state, or nation.

“.‘ : ,‘ | ‘ - _ Criterion D. It embodies the distinctive

‘ ‘ LY {7 : nEN e visible characteristics of an architectural
‘ style, or period, or of a method of
construction

- Z Criterion E. It is an outstanding work of a
A ‘ ’ 2 designer or builder.

X Criterion F. Because of its prominence of
ey == ] ; Z spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, or
o= p—— e — scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature
eSS \ ' ; . of its neighborhood or the City and
e R ’ contributes to the distinctive quality or
e identity of such neighborhood or the City.
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