
LAKE COURT APARTMENTS
HISTORIC LANDMARK 

NOMINATION

SUBMITTED BY THE FRIENDS OF LAKE COURT APARTMENTS



THE LAKE COURT 
APARTMENTS

The Lake Court Apartments are three 

adjoining properties located at 2012-2020 

43rd Avenue East, on the shorefront of 

Lake Washington in the Madison Park 

neighborhood of Seattle. 

The distinctive community is on a 1.33-

acre lot with 180 feet of waterfront & is 

comprised of five buildings housing a total 

of 63 unique units.



SITE & SETTING

Historic Maps & Aerial Views + Site Plan



1911 Municipal Plan 1911 Municipal Plan - Detail



1912 Baist Map 1912 Baist Map - Detail



1917 Sanborn Fire Map 1917 Sanborn Fire Map - Detail



1936 1946 1952



2024

2024



2024 2018 – Site Plan (Todd Kilburn)



NEARBY LOCAL AND NATIONAL LANDMARKS

McGilvra Elementary

Est 1918

Seattle Landmark #124777 

Pioneer Hall

Est 1910

NRIS #70000645

Samuel Hyde House

Est 1909

NRIS #82004238



NEARBY LOCAL AND NATIONAL LANDMARKS

Seattle Japanese Garden

Est 1960

Seattle Landmark 

Arboretum Aqueduct

Est 1910

NRIS #82004229

Volunteer Park Water Tower

Est 1906

NRHP #76001894



ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXT

Exteriors, Interiors & Blueprints



THE 
SHOREMONT

2020 43rd Avenue East





1941 Tower Apartment Conversion



















THE 
LAKECREST

2012 43rd Avenue East

















“Beauville” Elevations of Upper Court



“Beauville” Roof Plan



















ANHALT / 
HEATHMAN 
ADDITION

2020 43rd Avenue East











July1952 Announcement



NEIGHBORHOOD & SITE HISTORY

Madison Park, Owners & Tenants



The 

Duwamish 

People



MADISON PARK HISTORY & LAKE COURT APARTMENTS

McGilvra Settlement: 

Madison Street established

1862

Madison Park dock established;

Early ferry service begins

1880

Madison Park cable car 

service begins

1889

Madison Park Pavilion, 

bathhouse, swimming beach 

& concessions built  

1900

Pioneer Hall built 

(NRIS #70000645)

1910

Western Washington 

Fair Grounds & White 

City Amusement Park

1912

Doxy family acquires Lake 

Washington shoreland

1917

McGilvra Elementary built

(Seattle Landmark #124777)

1918

Doxy family builds first lakefront 

apartments in Seattle

1925

Lakecrest Addition to 

Shoremont Apartments

1928



1917 – 1925
MADISON PARK 
HOUSEBOAT COLONY



THE DOXY FAMILY

• Seattle pioneer John Doxy was born in Indiana in 1855 and 

came west to Seattle at the age of 30 with his wife and two young 

daughters in 1886, welcoming the birth of sons William and Ellery 

in Issaquah. 

• Following the Great Seattle Fire in 1889, Mr. Doxy became a 

building contractor and helped to rebuild the city. 

• In 1914, the Doxy family had settled in Madison Park, and 

by 1917 had established their family home at 2026 Laurelshade 

Avenue N (later renamed to 2022 43rd Avenue N).



William Doxy acquired additional property in 1919 along the shoreline 

of Lake Washington, the future site of  the Lake Court Apartments



In addition to their full-time 

occupations, John and sons William and 

Ellery owned and managed several 

rental cottages and houseboats at this 

location.



The Doxy family were active contributing members of the Madison Park community



The Doxy family owned and managed 

multiple rental houseboats and 

cottages at the site between 1919 and 

1925.

In late 1925,  the houseboats were sold 

to prepare for the construction of the 

Shoremont Apartments.



1917 – 1925
THE SHOREMONT
BAIN & PRIES





1926-1927 
RENTAL CLASSIFIEDS



1927
LOCAL & NATIONAL 
RECOGNITION



1928 – 1929
LAKECREST
THIRY & TAYLOR 









1936-1938

• John Doxy passed away in 1936. 

• In 1938, notices of foreclosure 

against the Shoremont and 

Lakecrest properties were posted 

in the Seattle Municipal News. 

• New ownership was 

transferred to the Seattle Trust 

Company in 1938, at which point 

the apartments were renamed 

“The Lake Court Apartments”.



In 1941, the Lake Court Apartments were sold to the Heathman & Piester families.  



1952 – 1953
ANHALT ADDITION



In 1967, the owners of Lake Court were awarded damages caused by the Evergreen Point floating bridge



ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS

Bain, Pries, Thiry & Anhalt



WILLIAM BAIN, SR

• Granted first (#1) architecture license granted by 

the State of Washington in 1923.

• Camouflage Director for State of Washington in 

WWII.

• President of the Washington State Chapter of the 

American Institute of Architects (1941-42); Elected 

Fellow of AIA in 1947.

• Founded NBBJ (still in operation today) with offices 

in New York, Boston, London, Hong Kong, & other 

major cities worldwide.



LIONEL PRIES

• During 4-year partnership with Bain, designed over 

40 homes & apartment buildings, including Seattle 

Landmark building “The Bel-Roy”.

• Highly influential professor at University of 

Washington School of Architecture 1928 – 1958. 

• Director of Seattle’s Art Institute (the predecessor of 

the Seattle Art Museum) 1931-1932.



Stewart House (1930)

Bel-Roy Apartments (1930-31) Viceroy Apartments (1928-30)

Consulate Apartments (1927-28)

Hamrick House (1929-30)



PAUL THIRY

• Designed Lakecrest while living at Shoremont before he had 

completed his architecture degree.

• Principal architect for the 1962 Seattle Worlds Fair; designed 

Key Arena, the Northwest Rooms & the International Fountain 

Pavilion; Oversaw design of the Space Needle.

• Designed original MOHAI, Frye Art Museum, and St Demetrios 

Orthodox Church.

• Served under John F. Kennedy from 1962 – 1975.  

• Known as “the father of modernist architecture in the Pacific 

Northwest”.



Washington State Pavilion ( 1962)

Frye Art Museum (1952) St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church (1964)

Washington State Library (1959)

Museum of History & Industry (1952)



FREDRICK ANHALT

• One of Seattle’s most well-known apartment developers

• Awarded an honorary membership in the Seattle 

Chapter of the American Institute of Architects

• Anhalt Landmarks:

• Anhalt Hall Apartments (1928) 

• Anhalt Apartments, Roy Street Group (1928) 

• La Quinta Apartments (1929) 

• Anhalt Apartments (1931)



Tudor Manor( 1929) 1600 East John Street ( 1929)Anhalt Apartments (1927)

Anhalt Arms Apartments (1928) La Quinta Apartments (1929)



SEATTLE LANDMARK CRITERIA

● It is the location of, or is associated in a significant way with, a historic event with a significant effect upon the 

community, City, state, or nation; or

● It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in the history of the City, state, or nation; or

● It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the cultural, political, or economic heritage of the 

community, City, state or nation; or

● It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style, or period, or a method of construction; or

● It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder; or

● Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrasts of siting, age, or scale, it is an easily identifiable visual feature 

of its neighborhood or the city and contributes to the distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood or the 

City.



…SIGNIFICANT EFFECT UPON THE COMMUNITY, 
CITY, STATE, OR NATION

“The Shoremont will be the only lakeside apartment in Seattle […]

The block in which the Shoremont is situated is the only one in the 

vicinity where apartment houses are authorized by Seattle’s zoning 

ordinance.”

Seattle Daily Times, 1926



…SIGNIFICANT EFFECT 
UPON THE COMMUNITY, 
CITY, STATE, OR NATION

The Lake Court Apartments has been 

significant to its tenants and to the 

Madison Park community since it’s 

inception, fostering a sense of family and 

charity. 

Tenants often return to visit or even 

return to live at the Lake Court multiple 

times. “Couples leave to raise their 

children, then in a few years their kids 

would come down & rent an apartment 

here.” (Seattle Times, 1987)



…ASSOCIATED IN A 
SIGNIFICANT WAY WITH 
THE LIFE OF A PERSON 
IMPORTANT IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE CITY, 
STATE, OR NATION

Among others, A.B. Spreckels II, 

Lieutenant Governor Victor Meyers, 

Seattle Architect Paul Thiry and 

pioneering female pilot Cora Sterling 

were all early tenants at Lake Court 

Apartments between 1926-1940. 



…ASSOCIATED IN A SIGNIFICANT 
WAY WITH A SIGNIFICANT ASPECT 
OF THE CULTURAL, POLITICAL, OR 
ECONOMIC HERITAGE OF THE 
COMMUNITY, CITY, STATE OR 
NATION

The Lake Court Apartments were built by a 

Seattle pioneering family who originally 

hosted one of the early houseboat colonies 

on Lake Washington.

The Lake Court was the nearest apartment 

community to the Madison Park Ferry 

Terminal & Madison Beach



…EMBODIES THE 
DISTINCTIVE VISIBLE 
CHARACTERISTICS OF AN 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLE, OR 
PERIOD, OR A METHOD OF 
CONSTRUCTION

Gabled, shingled roofs

Round or square towers

Intricate brickwork

Stucco exteriors

Dormered windows

Arched doorways

Faux shuttered windows

Ornamental ironwork



…IS AN OUTSTANDING WORK 
BY A DESIGNER OR BUILDER

• The Lake Court Apartments stands alone in that it is the only 
multi-family housing community in Seattle to be collectively designed 
by these prominent architects and developers:  William J. Bain, 
Sr., Lionel Pries, Paul Thiry and Frederick Anhalt. 

• Each of these four men are individually recognized for outstanding 
achievements and contributions to Seattle architectural design, 
Pacific Northwestern design and historical significance to our city. 

• In 2001, SeattleTimes.com listed Anhalt, Pries and Thiry as 
nominated three of the 150 most influential people in Seattle 
History.



…BECAUSE OF ITS PROMINENCE 
OF SPATIAL LOCATION, 
CONTRASTS OF SITING, AGE, OR 
SCALE, IT IS AN EASILY 
IDENTIFIABLE VISUAL FEATURE OF 
ITS NEIGHBORHOOD OR THE 
CITY AND CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
DISTINCTIVE QUALITY OR 
IDENTITY OF SUCH 
NEIGHBORHOOD OR THE CITY.

Easily recognizable from land, by water, 

and from the 520 bridge, the Lake Court 

Apartments is highly distinctive in 

contrast to the more contemporary 

surrounding environment due to its 

scale, location, vintage architectural style, 

landscaping and layout. 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION

Friends of Lake Court Apartments
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