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Background



Landmark
Built: 1912, 1955, 1988
Nominated: 8/20/1980
Designated: 10/1/1980 [Criteria C]

City Ordinance #11928: 9/24/1984

Source: Michelle Bacca



— Office of Urban Conservation Staff, 1980

“While this edifice possesses no unusual 
architectural significance (other than a remarkably 
large choir), it stands as the preeminent physical 
symbol of the black church in Seattle… [and] 
symbolizes… the long-standing economic and 
social aspirations of blacks in Seattle.”



SITE      SANCTUARY      FELLOWSHIP HALL

Architecture



Source: Ales, Bacca, Bojang, Branting, Janow, O’Connor Lenth



Site

Source: Ales, Bacca, Bojang, Branting, Janow, O’Connor Lenth



Alpheus Dudley (1912)

Source: First AME Archive



Benjamin McAdoo (1955)

Source: First AME Archive



Source: First AME Archive

Source: First AME Archive

Source: Michelle Bacca

Gabbert, Broweleit, 
Peterson (1988)



Source: UW Special Collections 1232-003

Source: Michelle Bacca

Sanctuary 
Interior

Source: First AME Archive



Sanctuary 
Exterior

Source: First AME Archive

Source: Michelle Bacca

Source: Michelle Bacca



Cultural History 
ESTABLISHMENT      CIVIL RIGHTS     URBAN 

CHANGE      COMMUNITY EXTENSIONS



Timeline 

Civil 
Rights Era

1949-1969

Urban Change & 
Economic Growth

1969-1992

Establishment
1886-1949

Community 
Extensions

1992-present



Establishment

Source: First AME Archive

Articles of Incorporation: 1890 Signatures (left); 1922 Amendment (right)
Source: First AME Archive



AME Conference, 1900
Source: Black Heritage Society of Washington State Inc. 2001.24.2.43

Rev. Thomas (1899)
L. S. Blakeney (1890-1892)
Rev. Howard (1892-1893)
Rev. Whaley (1893-1896)
George S. Bailey (1896-1899)
C. C. Holford (1899-1901)
M. Scott (1901-1902)
S. S. Freeman (1902-1905)
F. L. Donohoo (1905-1908)
W. T. Osborne (1908-1912)
John L. Williams (1912-1914)
H. M. Mickens (1914-1916)
D. A. Graham (1916-1920)
J. Logan Craw (1920-1922)
T. F. Jones (1922-1927)
A. R. Dobbins (1927-1931)
George F. Martin (1931-1933)
H. B. Gantt (1933-1935)
Fred A. Hughes (1935-1939)
L. R. Hayes (1939-1945)
E. D. Chappelle (1945-1949)

Early Pastors

Second Mortgage Burning, 1938
Source: First AME Archive



Civil Rights Era

Open Housing Rally, 1963
Source: MOHAI Seattle Post-Intelligencer Collection 2000.107.006.25.01

Civil Rights March, 1965
Source: MOHAI Seattle Post-Intelligencer Collection 1986.5.5939.14

C. D. Toliver (1949-1960)
I. H. Hunt (1960-1962)
John Hurst Adams (1962-1969)



Source: First AME Archive

Third Mortgage Burning, 1960



Urban Change & 
Economic Growth

Source: First AME ArchiveSource: First AME Archive

Solomon H. Hill (1969-1971)
Cecil L. Murray (1971-1978)
Fred Stephens (1978-1982)
James H. Oxley (1982-1992)



Bryant Manor Mural Completion, 1992
Source: Seattle Municipal Archives

Black Alliance of Educators Formation Announcement, 1972
Source: MOHAI Seattle Post-Intelligencer Collection 2000.107.185.38.01



Community Extensions

Source: Michelle Bacca Source: fameseattle.org

Ellis H. Casson (1992-1998)
John J. Hunter (1998-2004)
Dr. Carey G. Anderson (2004-present)



CHOP Negotiations, 2020
Source: David Ryder, Getty Images



Bryant Manor Phase 1, 2024
Source: Compass Construction



FOUNDERS     POLITICAL FIGURES     WOMEN LEADERS     

People



Founders
Seaborn J. Collins John T. Gayton Charles H. Harvey William Grose George Grose

Sources: BlackPast.org (first four images) & Newspapers.com via Seattle Republican (far right image)



Political Figures

Source: BlackPast.org Source: Trial News

Charles V. Johnson LeRoy McCullough

King County Superior 
Court Judges

Source: Seattle Municipal Archives Source: OurMayors.org

Norman Rice Bruce Harrell 

Seattle Mayors



Women Leaders

Source: MOHAI, Seattle Post-Intelligencer 
Collection, 2000.107.090.30.04

Source: Seattle Channel Source: mlkfame.orgSource: MOHAI, 2000.30.2

Dorothy Hollingsworth Clara B. White Guela Johnson T. Marie Floyd



Thanks!
Questions?

michellebacca@gmail.com


