Seattle Landmark Nomination Proposal:

THE PEOPLE’S WALL

1919 E Spruce St
(formerly “173 20th Ave” pre-1973)

Central District | Seattle
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173 20th Ave, September 9, 1937 (Puget Sound Regional Archives)
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Integration
Leader Will
Speak Here |

The Rev. Dr. Maslia-Lutheri
King. Jv.. integration leader
and Atlanta, Ga., clergyman,|
will speak here |
November
9 and 10 under
sponsor-
ship of the
Mount Zion
Bapust Church
Brotherhood.

Dr. King will
speak at a
public meeting
at 8§ o'ciock
1961 November

10 in the First
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Bobby Seale (born, 1936) & Huey P. Newton (1942 - 1989), 1971
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture



Organized along military lines, the Black Panthers have their own signs and
symbols, like the hand shake. Frem left were Maude Allen, Aaron Dixon, Gwen
Morgan and Curtis Harris,—Photo by &il Baker. {See Page 14 for more photes.)

Seattle Panthers—
What's Their Goal?

(Gil Baker, author of this article, is a professional photog-
rapher who long has been active in central-area afifairs. He
is a former president of the East Madison Commercial Club
and a former director of the Mardi Gras festival. He also
was editor of The Puget Sound Observer, a community news-
paper, and was active in the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People. Baker said his purpose in
writing about the Black Panthers is to inform Seattle of what
their objectives and methods are — T think it is healthy for
the enmmunity to know what is going on.”)

Seattle Daily Times, July 3, 1968
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Co-founder and captain of Seattle Chapter, Aaron Dixon, in front of headquarters, 1970 Pl mi 1 v \1 L"k] T 1 ( "k, nter
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“The Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party’s existence is
an illustration of how peripheral branches of an organization
would both adhere and diverge from the program established

by the national headquarters [in Oakland, California].”

~ Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project, University of Washington

Armed Panthers

Apparently  responding o
coptinued rumoers, a group
of abont 15 Black Panther
vouth, 8 o 10 with rifles
stung on shoulders appeared
at  Rainier  Beach Junine-
Senier High Schonol this ait
ernoen.

They were ushered out of
the building by police about
1:45 p. m. alter conferring
with Donald S. Means, prin-
cipal.

Means said he was oot
threatencd. He said he tefe-

phoned police when he s
the  givup of - “apparentiy
black-power  delegates™  ap-
proach  the bmbding “with
aung.”

Means smid  the  youths
wanted  asswrances thal
“thewr brothers werne naot
being mistreated.”

"1 told them they had noi
been mistreated and are not
being mistreated.” Meuns
siaid, 1 told them they had
to teave. Then the police ar-
rived and thev left.”

Appear at School

Black comnnnny prerdes
ware at tie schonl sy o
combat e spread of orue
mors which bezan afier an
incident Wednesday alter-
nafHl.

AMeans  ~aid thoere weore
o o give scuftles todac
hetweets white and  black
bovs and girls. “generated
by the prescace of outsiders
whor were nnt students.”™

{(See Page 25 for carlier
details.)

Seattle Daily Times, September 6, 1968
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Seattle Chapter members protest at capitol in Olympia, WA, 1969
Washington State Archives



Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers Headquarters, 1971
Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI)
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Photo taken 3/22/70

Present Seattle B.P.P. headquarters
173 20th Ave., Occupled from 12/69 to
the present. Free Clothing Center and

s o - & .
the Saturday Classes" are operated at
this location.

Congressional Committee on Internal Security Hearings, Exhibit No. 7, 1970



‘I wanted to tell [Congress] that if it was Un-American to serve
kids breakfast, if it was Un-American to provide free healthcare,
and if it was Un-American to provide free food and clothing to
the starving masses... then this America was not the America it

pretended to be.”

~ Elmer Dixon, Die Standing



“If a successful revolution should occur, the Panthers would
replace the present form of government in the United States
with a system comparable to Castro’s in Cuba... There
would be no millionaires. The Panthers’ idea is to take from the
Establishment and 'to give to the Negro people.”

~ U.S. House Committee on Internal Security

The Washington Natural
Gas Co. assisted the Feder-
al Bureauw of Investigalion
three years ago in an inves-
tigation by giving confiden-
tial [inancial information
about two Seattle custom-
ers, but a company attorney
said today it has never been
the firm's policy to give out
such information without a
court order,

The firm released infor-

Lmatinn tn the E B T in

Gas company gave
F.B.l. information
on two customers

es at 171 20th Ave and 616
26th Ave. E., including the
name c¢f the individual
applying for gas service,
the amount ol the bills, the
amount paid or owing and
the identity of the persons
making payment and the
method of payment.
Tomlinson. said the infor-
mation might have been giv-
en to the F. B. 1. “in the
spirit of cooperation.”

Seattle Daily Times, Monday, July 23, 1973.
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Carlos Imani, Elite Collective, 2014
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by SUSAN GILMORE
Times stalf reporter

Billy Williams eats breakfast
out, and it doesn't cost him a
cent, »

The menu may lack the vari-
ety of a ritzy eatery, and cus-
tomers often must bolt down
the meal to beat the schoo bell.

Their claws are sheathed, but |
Black Panthers continue work

T

Seattle Daily Times, Friday, November 21, 1975

The program began in Feb-

ruary, 19689, under the umbrella
of the Black Panther Party.
The party here has since shed
its name and its militant image,
but the breakfasts are still
Eoing strong.
+ The commitment to provide
& hot breakfast for schodchil-
dren continued after the Black
Panthers disbanded here two
years ago and regrouped under
the clinfc's name, said Elmer
Dixon, the clinic director and
former Black Panther.

Since the [irst breakfast was
sarved at the Madrona Comma-
nity Church 10 years ago, Dixon
estimates 300,000 schoolchildren
have started their days with a
hot meal,

“"We originally started the
hreakfast program  because
kids in low-income neighbor
hoods were not getting nutri-
tious meals — or any meais at
all — before school,” Dixon
said. “Kids just don't do well in
school without food,™

Now, volunteers flip pan-
cakes and fry eggs for thelr

ng customers at five placeg
in Seattle: the Atlantic Street
Center, the Yesler Terrace
Project, Rainier Vista Project,
Holly Park Project and High
Point Project.

Dixen said 800 to 1,000 break-
fasis are served each week.
This is less than last year's
peak because of problems find.
ing volunteer cooks and be-
cause the new mandatory-bus.
ing schedule often conflicts
with the 7:30to-% a.m. meal-
time.

)

: ¢ S
Billy Williams, 7, bit into.an orange.

“We try to provide a hot,
nutritious  breakfasl  every
n:?mhlg_" Dixon said. He said
velunteers serve eggs or pan-
cakes, juice and rm%-- but no
meat, ‘

“We don't serve meat be
cause of the additives,” he said,

Dixon =sid it costs ahaut
$1.35 to feed each child. The
money comes from private don-
ations; the copks are all volun-
teers.

Since insuguriting the free
breakfasts, the Black Panther-
Sydney -~ Miller Clinic has
jumped into other programs
peared primarily for Central
Area residents,

Each Wednesday the clinic
distributes more than 5) begs of

groceries to hungry area resi-

dents. On Saturdays, through
Mondays the clinic offers free

Black militants put energy in kids now

busing to Western Washington
prisons so families without-
transpartatioh  can  visit  In-
e Miller Health
The Sydn iller Hea

Clinie, whictfyc]omd- its doors
w0 years ago to “reorganize,”
Dixon said, will reopen later
this manth in new quarters.

Called the Carlyn Diown:
Family Heaith Center, after a
young black woman who died
of cancer last summer, the new
clinie will employ two half-time
doctors, a full-time practitioner
and five Comprehensive Em-
ployment Training Act (CETA)
workers.

The center is part of a five-

clinic consortium in  Seattle
funded in part under a grant

' from the Naucnal Heallh Ser-

vices Corp. .

Dixon satd his group bought
the new clinic building on the
corner of 3dth Avenue and East
Union Street after Homer Ber-
gren, & Seattle businessman,
donated §13,000 for the down
payment.

Dixon said the clinic will of-
fer examinations, child care
and an eye clinic. He said there
will be no billing system — pa-
tients pay what they can afford.

“Our main emphasis will be
on preventative health care”
Dixon said. “We find the high-
est cost of health care is emer-
gency care. Blacks and low-in-
come people are crisis-orient-
ed. They wait until an emergen-
cY to see a doctor."

Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, February 20, 1979




“Gone was the massive fortress that we had built to protect
us... Gone were the sandbags, the thousands and thousands
of rounds of ammunition, the gas masks, the bulletproof
vests... The old synagogue directly across the street from the
old Panther office was completely gone. | was stunned. Only
the People’s Wall remained.”

~ Elmer Dixon, Die Standing



“The Panthers were always there. They were the heart and
soul of the Central District. They took care of us. They fed the
community. They made sure we were medically taken care of.
There was no other place to go. Going to the police was stupid.
You would end up a murder victim or you'd get arrested.”

~ Central District resident, Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party

“The boldness of the Seattle Black Panther Party was matched
by the boldness of the historical circumstances.”

~ Linda Holden Givens, HistoryLink.org
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Elmer and Aaron Dixon standing at the People’s Wall, date unknown
Instagram (@ SeattleSpectator, March 9, 2026; Photo courtesy Aaron and Elmer Dixon
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Carlos Imani, Elite Collective, 2014

Eddie Ray Walker, artist
Retouched paint in 2008



