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173 20th Ave,  September 9, 1937 (Puget Sound Regional Archives)
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Bobby Seale (born, 1936) & Huey P. Newton (1942 - 1989), 1971
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture



Seattle Daily Times, July 3, 1968



Co-founder and captain of Seattle Chapter, Aaron Dixon, in front of headquarters, 1970 
University of Washington Seattle Civil Rights & Labor Project



“The Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party’s existence is 
an illustration of how peripheral branches of an organization 
would both adhere and diverge from the program established 
by the national headquarters [in Oakland, California].”
~ Seattle Civil Rights & Labor History Project, University of Washington

Seattle Daily Times, September 6, 1968



Seattle Chapter members protest at capitol in Olympia, WA, 1969
Washington State Archives



Seattle Chapter of the Black Panthers Headquarters, 1971
Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI)



Congressional Committee on Internal Security Hearings, Exhibit No. 7, 1970



“I wanted to tell [Congress] that if it was Un-American to serve 
kids breakfast, if it was Un-American to provide free healthcare, 
and if it was Un-American to provide free food and clothing to 
the starving masses… then this America was not the America it 
pretended to be.”
~ Elmer Dixon, Die Standing



“If a successful revolution should occur, the Panthers would 
replace the present form of government in the United States 
with a system comparable to Castro’s in Cuba… There
would be no millionaires. The Panthers’ idea is to take from the 
Establishment and ‘to give to the Negro people.”
~ U.S. House Committee on Internal Security

Seattle Daily Times, Monday, July 23, 1973.
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Seattle Daily Times, Tuesday, February 20, 1979

Seattle Daily Times, Friday, November 21, 1975



“Gone was the massive fortress that we had built to protect 
us… Gone were the sandbags, the thousands and thousands 
of rounds of ammunition, the gas masks, the bulletproof 
vests… The old synagogue directly across the street from the 
old Panther office was completely gone. I was stunned. Only 
the People’s Wall remained.”
~ Elmer Dixon, Die Standing



“The Panthers were always there. They were the heart and 
soul of the Central District. They took care of us. They fed the 
community. They made sure we were medically taken care of.
There was no other place to go. Going to the police was stupid. 
You would end up a murder victim or you’d get arrested.”
~ Central District resident, Seattle Chapter of the Black Panther Party

“The boldness of the Seattle Black Panther Party was matched 
by the boldness of the historical circumstances.”
~ Linda Holden Givens, HistoryLink.org



Elmer and Aaron Dixon standing at the People’s Wall, date unknown 
Instagram @SeattleSpectator, March 9, 2026; Photo courtesy Aaron and Elmer Dixon
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Eddie Ray Walker, artist
Retouched paint in 2008


