
Pioneer Square Preservation Board briefing 

3rd & Yesler Safety Improvements

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
CANDACE 



Core Team 

2

Ian Macek
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Presentation Outline

•Project Background
•Current Conditions
•Project Goals
•Scope and Schedule
•Questions and Discussion
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Project background will include lessons learned in Phases 1 and 2 and what we’re incorporating into the permanent design 
Not impacting any existing granite curbs in the project area
Incorporating a new historic pedestrian light into the project
New curb ramps will include PSQ Historic board guidance for detectable warning strips




Background
•Part of One Center City Near-Term 

Action Plan
• Co-funded by King County / Sound Transit / 

SDOT

•Public Life Study (2019)

• Interim Design (2022)
• Paint and post to reduce crossing distances, 

create more space for pedestrians, and help 
buses move more efficiently

•Permanent Design (now)
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OCC NTAP (2018)
Identified improvements at Yesler Way /3rd Ave / Prefontaine Pl in Pioneer Square
Adjacent to City Hall Park and Prefontaine Place, which includes the Pioneer Square light rail station entry and the Prefontaine Fountain

In 2019, Public Life Action Plan related to a collection of public spaces in Pioneer Square 
Key Findings
Key recommendation was explore a 3rd Ave rechannelization
Very few women, youth, or elderly using these public spaces
High concentration of people near busy transit locations
City Hall Park is underutilized
Spaces lack identity, a sense of place, and do not function as a cohesive network


Pilot project completed in summer 2022 
Included a pilot coach test (Jul/Aug 2022) to get the greenlight from Metro to move design forward
Thermoplastic installation �
Designing permanent improvements 
-Curb bulbs, sidewalk repairs, align curb ramps, reconfigure bike connection, and explore opportunities to add art and trees






Project Goals
Expand pedestrian space

• Widen sidewalk at NW corner into 
slip lane and along Prefontaine 
Fountain

• Formalize interim curb bulbs
• Address tree root upheaval
• Explore opportunities to add trees

Improve bike and pedestrian 
crossing

• Straighten and separate bike and 
ped crossing

• Install bike signals

Art element to be explored as standalone 
project in coordination with adjacent Fortson 
Square
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Special paving: bikeway buffer, intersection stamped/stained concrete opportunities
	Extents of 3rd Ave paving project (Jonathan Dong)

Potential to review lighting needs?
Topics to resolve: bulb on Prefontaine Place and proximity to overhead trolly wires

Areaways are now shown on plans and the tree pit does not impact it, but its right next to it. Topic for discussion/feedback: Do they have any concerns about us planting a tree next to the areaway

Art component: We will be working on an art component that is applied separately in coordination with surrounding projects to ensure we are engaging with artists in a meaningful way
Gateway to arts and cultural district…
Given project is moving quickly, the art component is decoupled from the project civil elements to coordinate with the work happening in Fortson
to take a comprehensive approach to lift up the indigenous history and significance of this area
Standalone item to ensure we are engaging with artists in a meaningful way




Sidewalks and curb lines
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Notes:
• Remove slip lane with 

permanent curb bulb
• Align and shorten crossings
• Concrete bike buffer
• No granite curbs in project limits
• Cast Iron Detectable Plate at 

Ramps

Detectable warning strip example in 
Board preferred material and color



Fountain and surrounding bricks
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Notes:
• No impact to Prefontaine Fountain 

or brick sidewalk; no granite curbs 
in project

• Existing street trees and light poles 
to remain

• Street name inlays to be relocated 
to new sidewalk curb line

• Fire hydrant to be reinstalled by 
SPU

Existing sidewalk inlays to be relocated

Fire Hydrant to 
be reinstalled by 

SPU



Street trees
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Notes:
• Flexible Porous Surface 

Treatment (FPST) to adhere 
to preferred District color

• Blue dot = install FPST 
around existing trees

• Yellow dot = new street tree

FPST example in Board preferred Chestnut color



Street tree by City Hall Park
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Expanded sidewalk area
Expanded tree pit

*Depictions not to scale



Street furniture
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Notes:
• Yellow dot = new wayfinding sign
• Blue dot = new light pole

Wayfinding sign Pedestrian light



Street furniture
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Expanded sidewalk area with pedestrian light location*Expanded sidewalk area with wayfinding sign location*

*Depictions not to scale



Lighting detail
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Channelization
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Notes:
1. Straighten and separate bike 

and pedestrian crossing
2. Shorten and align all 

pedestrian crossings
3. Pave and re-mark bike lanes on 

Dilling Way
4. No changes to traffic lane 

configuration

1

2

3 Green bike crossing example



Signals
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Notes:
• Bike signals to be installed
• Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) 

to be installed per ADA
• Relocate existing pedestrian signals
• No changes to vehicular signals

Bike signal (blue) APS example (yellow)
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Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) are designed to help people living with sight and/or hearing impairments to cross the street. People that are blind and deaf-blind use APS to help with crossing orientation as well as identifying the right time to cross the street. make noises, talk to you, and even vibrate



Initial Schedule
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Phase Completion
30% Design Q1 2023
60% Design Q2 2023
90% Design Q3 2023
100% Design Q4 2023
Ad/Bid Q1 2024
Construction Q2 2024

We are 
here!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MARY



Questions?

Alex.Phillips-White@seattle.gov

206.376.2412

Stay in touch:
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mailto:jane.doe@seattle.gov


Thank you!
From the entire SDOT Team:
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