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PIONEER SQUARE PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Date: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 
Time: 9:00 a.m. 

Hybrid Meeting Via Webex Or Room L2-80 Boards And Commission  

Board Members 
Maureen Elenga, Chair, (ME) 
Sage Kim (SK) 
Sean O’Brien (SOB) 
Katrina Plewinski (KP) 
Maya Spotted Bear (MSB) 
Catherine Walker (CW) 

Staff 
Genna Nashem (GN) 
Nelson Pesigan (NP) 
 

Absent: 
Jose Lorenzo Torres, Vice Chair, (JLT) 
Henry Watson (HW) 

Key: 
BM: Board Member 
SM: Staff Member 
AP: Applicant  

Chair Maureen Elenga called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

071526.1 ROLL CALL 

071526.2 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

SM Genna Nashem reported that no members of the public signed up to 
provide oral comment; however, several written statements were received 
and forwarded to the Board.  
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These letters expressed support for maintaining the Throne bathrooms in 
Pioneer Square and for relocating units to additional suitable sites within the 
district. 

071526.3 MEETING MINUTES 

May 6, 2026 
MM/SC/CW/SK 
4:0:2 
The motion passed and was approved. BM Maya Spotted Bear and BM Sean 
O’Brien abstained. 

May 20, 2026 
MM/SC/CW/MSB 
6:0:0 
The motion passed and was approved unanimously. 

071526.4 CERTIFICATES OF APPROVAL 

071526.41 Public Bathrooms in the Public Right Of Way 
Potential locations: 
1st Ave S and Charles St 
Railroad Way S and 1st Ave S 
S Alaskan Way and S King St 
S Main St off Occidental Square 
S Washington west of 2nd Ave S 
Alaskan Way and S Jackson St 
2nd Ave between Yesler and James 
DONH-COA-02198 
Applicant: Erica Bush, SDOT, Lauren Corn, SDOT 

Proposed: Relocation of 2-3 of the 4 previously approved public restrooms 

Staff report: The Board had reviewed and approved the public bathrooms 
installations; two each at two locations PSB65 26 (DONH-COA-02024). The 
Certificate of Approval was appealed by a property owner near the location 
on the corner of Alaskan Way and S Charles St. The appeal was settled with 
the agreement that SDOT would move the bathroom to a new location in 
August. SDOT is still evaluating the various specifications at each location so 
is seeking approval of several potential locations so that the bathrooms can 
be moved to any of these locations that are finally determined viable. In 
some locations a single bathroom would be installed compared to two 
bathrooms in one location in the previous application. One of the two 
bathrooms at the corner of 2nd Ave S and Washington may also be moved 
leaving one at that site. 
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Presenter Erica Bush of SDOT presented an update on the Throne portable 
bathroom program, outlining the need to relocate two to three of the four 
existing units currently sited at 1st Ave S & S Charles St and 2nd Ave S & S 
Washington St. The team reviewed the project timeline from early 
coordination in 2025 through installation in May 2026 and the subsequent 
launch of NFC access cards in June. 

Erica described the Throne units’ features, including accessibility, remote 
monitoring, touchless operation, cleaning responsiveness, and high early 
usage and cleanliness ratings. 

Lauren Corn of SDOT mentioned that the Board was briefed on extensive 
community and business outreach conducted in partnership with the Alliance 
for Pioneer Square and multiple service providers. 

Lauren also detailed the NFC card strategy to ensure access for individuals 
without phones. The presentation included the criteria used to evaluate 
potential new sites such as solar and electrical access, ADA compliance, 
maintenance access, pedestrian volume, and utility constraints and identified 
several candidate locations throughout Pioneer Square currently under 
consideration. 

SDOT requested Board approval of the proposed locations and sought 
permission for administrative review authority for minor site‑level 
adjustments such as ramp positioning. 

Responding to Board questions, Lauren explained that while pairing two 
Throne units on a single platform would have minimized their footprint, the 
team could not find Pioneer Square sites that could accommodate that 
configuration. Laruen noted that utility obstructions such as power poles and 
utility lids prevented placing two units together, and installing separate 
ramps and platforms for each would require too much street frontage. SDOT 
preferred the original paired layout, the site conditions made it infeasible, 
necessitating the separation of units across different locations. 

Lauren Corn clarified that the proposed installation at South Washington 
Street would partially overlap a no‑parking zone and extend into an existing 
parking space, resulting in the loss of that stall. Lauren noted that due to the 
sidewalk’s slope, the ramp would need to enter the sidewalk’s furniture 
zone, though the bathroom unit itself would not be placed directly on the 
sidewalk. 

Lauren also noted that several proposed sites, including locations near King 
Street, South Main off Occidental, and portions of 1st Avenue, would require 
placing units within parking areas, in some cases occupying one or two 
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parking spaces. Lauren explained that while the team’s priority is to locate 
the bathrooms on sidewalks for safety and security, existing sidewalk 
conditions in Pioneer Square limit options, requiring broader consideration of 
parking‑area placements. 

Responding to Board questions for clarity on the of it the project is still a one 
year pilot project or if this application makes the installation permanent, 
Lauren explained that the Throne bathrooms remain part of the City’s 
one‑year pilot program and are any extension of the pilot or addition of new 
sites would require new funding, a full review process, and a return to the 
Board for approval. 

Lauren noted that continued evaluation is expected and that the team would 
appear before the Board again should the program advance beyond its pilot 
phase. 

Board members expressed strong support for the Throne restroom program, 
noting its high and consistent usage, positive community impact, positive 
community feedback and successful integration into the neighborhood. 
While some members raised considerations related to the loss of parking 
spaces at certain proposed sites, they generally found the access layouts 
appropriate and had no major concerns regarding placement. 

Overall, the Board conveyed appreciation for the update, acknowledged the 
thorough outreach and planning efforts, and recognized the program’s clear 
benefits to both residents and visitors in Pioneer Square. 

Action: 

BM Sage Kim moved to recommend granting a Certificate of Approval for 
relocation of 2-3 of the 4 previously approved public restrooms to any of the 
proposed sites. 

All per the applicant’s submittal. 

The Board directs staff to prepare a written recommendation of approval 
based on considering the application submittal and Board discussion at the 
July 15, 2026 public meeting and forward this written recommendation to 
the Department of Neighborhoods Director. 

Code Citations: 

Seattle Municipal Code 

23.66.030 Certificates of Approval required 
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Certificate of approval required. No person shall alter, demolish, construct, 
reconstruct, restore, remodel, make any visible change to the exterior 
appearance of any structure, or to the public rights-of-way or other public 
spaces in a special review district, and no one shall remove or substantially 
alter any existing sign or erect or place any new sign or change the principal 
use of any building, or any portion of a building, structure or lot in a special 
review district, and no permit for such activity shall be issued unless a 
certificate of approval has been issued by the Department of Neighborhoods 
Director. 

23.66.100 Creation of district, legislative findings and purpose 

A. During the City of Seattle's relatively brief history, it has had little time in 
which to develop areas of consistent historical or architectural character. It is 
recognized that the Pioneer Square area of Seattle contains many of these 
rare attributes and consequently is an area of great historical and cultural 
significance. Further, the regional sports stadiums, constructed in and near 
the Pioneer Square area, and the traffic and activities that they generate 
have resulted in adverse impacts upon the social, cultural, historic and ethnic 
values of the Pioneer Square area. To preserve, protect, and enhance the 
historic character of the Pioneer Square area and the buildings therein; to 
return unproductive structures to useful purposes; to attract visitors to the 
City; to avoid a proliferation of vehicular parking and vehicular oriented uses; 
to provide regulations for existing on-street and off-street parking; to 
stabilize existing housing, and encourage a variety of new and rehabilitated 
housing types for all income groups; to encourage the use of transportation 
modes other than the private automobile; to protect existing commercial 
vehicle access; to improve visual and urban relationships between existing 
and future buildings and structures, parking spaces and public improvements 
within the area; and to encourage pedestrian uses, there is established as a 
special review district, the Pioneer Square Preservation District. The 
boundaries of the District are shown on Map A for 23.66.1001 and on the 
Official Land Use Map. 

Pioneer Square Preservation District Rules 

XI. Street Furniture All other elements of street furniture will be reviewed by 
the Board as to their specific compatibility within the Preservation District. 
This review will be extended to all bus shelters, bollards, signal boxes, 
mailboxes, pay phones, trash receptacles, newspaper stands, and vending 
carts which are both permanent and mobile. Pay phones, mail boxes, trash 
receptacles, and newspaper stands shall be located in the sidewalk zone 
adjacent to the curb, in line with street trees and light standards to reduce 
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impediments to pedestrian flow and to avoid obscuring visibility into street 
level retail storefronts. (7/99, 7/03) 

Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential 
form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be 
unimpaired. 

MM/SC/SK/MSB 
6:0:0 
The motion passed and was approved unanimously. 

071526.5 BRIEFING 

071526.51 No briefings 

071526.6 BOARD BUSINESS 

071526.7 REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

071526.8 STAFF REPORT 

SM Genna Nashem reported that no administrative certificates of approval 
were issued since the previous meeting. Genna informed the Board that Get 
Engaged member Montana Houston has resigned, and that interviews for a 
replacement have been conducted and is expected to begin service in 
September. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:06 a.m. 
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